If you are planning a visit to one of the most fascinating naval history destinations in the United States, the
Submarine Force Library and Museum in Groton, Connecticut, deserves a place at the top of your list. Often
associated with the legendary USS Nautilus, this museum offers far more than a quick walk through military
artifacts. It is a rich, immersive experience that brings undersea warfare, innovation, and submarine traditions to

life for visitors of all ages.

Known by https://ussnautilus.org/guided-tours/ many travelers as the USS Nautilus Museum, the Nautilus
Museum, or simply the Nautilus Museum, this remarkable institution stands beside one of the most famous
submarines ever built. Whether you are a naval history enthusiast, a family on a day trip, or a traveler exploring

coastal Connecticut, this guide will help you discover the top things to see during your visit.

Why the Submarine Force Library and Museum Is Worth Visiting

Located in Groton, across from the Naval Submarine Base New London, the museum is the official museum of
the U.S. Submarine force. Many visitors search for it online using names like Nautilus Museum New London,
Groton museum submarine, or naval submarine museum Groton CT, but no matter what you call it, the

experience is unforgettable.

What makes this museum special is its combination of scale and authenticity. You are not simply looking at
models behind glass. You are stepping into the history of submarine development, from early designs to Cold

War-era technology, and seeing how submariners lived and worked beneath the sea.

1. Tour the USS Nautilus

The centerpiece of the museum is, without question, the USS Nautilus. Commissioned in 1954, it was the world’s
first nuclear-powered submarine and forever changed naval operations. A visit to the USS Nautilus Museum

would be incomplete without boarding this historic vessel.

As you walk through the submarine, you gain a powerful sense of what life was like below deck. The control
room, torpedo room, and crew quarters offer a close-up view of the compact, highly organized environment in
which sailors operated for extended periods. Audio tours help explain the purpose of each section and highlight

key moments in the submarine’s service history.

The USS Nautilus is especially famous for completing the first under-ice transit of the North Pole in 1958. Seeing
the submarine in person provides a deeper appreciation of this achievement and of the engineering

breakthroughs that made it possible.

2. Explore the Permanent Exhibits on Submarine History

Inside the main museum building, visitors will find detailed exhibits tracing the history of submarine warfare and
technology. These displays cover everything from the earliest experimental submarines to modern undersea

operations.

One of the strongest features of the Submarine Force Library and Museum is how effectively it presents the
evolution of design. You can see how cramped hand-powered craft developed into sophisticated vessels with
advanced navigation, propulsion, and weapons systems. Scale models, photographs, uniforms, and equipment all

help tell the story.


https://ussnautilus.org/guided-tours/

For anyone interested in naval history, these galleries provide important context for understanding the role
submarines have played in both war and peace. If you have looked up the naval submarine museum Groton CT

while planning your trip, these exhibits are one of the reasons the museum consistently stands out.

3. Learn About Submarine Traditions and Daily Life

One of the most engaging parts of the museum experience is discovering the human side of service under the
sea. The exhibits do an excellent job of presenting submarine traditions, rituals, and daily routines that define

life aboard these vessels.

From qualification processes and rank structure to mess routines and limited personal space, the museum offers
insight into the discipline and teamwork required of submariners. Visitors often leave with a new respect for the

men and women who serve in such demanding conditions.

Artifacts related to daily life, including tools, uniforms, personal items, and communications equipment, help
connect visitors to the lived experiences of submarine crews. This is one reason why the Nautilus Museum

Groton Connecticut attracts not only military history fans but also those interested in personal stories of service.

4. Visit the Museum’s Library and Archival Collections

While many visitors come primarily to see the submarine itself, the library and archives are a major strength of
the institution. The Submarine Force Library and Museum preserves documents, photographs, technical

materials, and historical records related to the U.S. Submarine force.

For researchers, veterans, students, and serious history enthusiasts, this collection provides valuable insight into
submarine design, missions, and personnel history. Even casual visitors benefit from the museum'’s commitment
to preserving these records, because so much of what is displayed in the galleries comes from this carefully

maintained archive.

This scholarly element helps distinguish the museum from a typical attraction. It is not only a place to sightsee

but also a center for preserving and interpreting naval heritage.



5. See Historic Artifacts and Submarine Equipment

Another highlight of the Nautilus Museum is the range of authentic equipment and artifacts on display. You
may encounter periscopes, torpedoes, diving gear, control instruments, and engineering components that once

played critical roles in submarine operations.

These objects make the technology of undersea warfare more tangible. Instead of reading abstract descriptions,
visitors can stand in front of the actual machines and tools used by submariners. For children and first-time

museumgoers, these displays are often among the most memorable parts of the trip.

The museum’s presentation style balances technical detail with accessibility, making it suitable for both experts

and general audiences.

6. Enjoy the Setting in Groton, Connecticut

Part of the appeal of the Nautilus Museum is its location. Groton has long been associated with submarine
history, and the museum sits in a place where that history feels alive. Visitors searching for a Groton museum
submarine experience or planning a stop in southeastern Connecticut will find that the museum pairs well with a

wider exploration of the region.

Because the museum is near the Thames River and the submarine base, the surroundings add authenticity to the
visit. You are not looking at history in isolation; you are visiting a place that remains closely tied to the U.S. Navy's

submarine community.

This is also why people often refer to it as the Nautilus Museum New London, even though it is located in

Groton. The broader New London-Groton area is deeply connected to submarine operations and heritage.

Tips for Making the Most of Your Visit

To get the best experience at the Submarine Force Library and Museum, plan to spend at least two to three
hours on site. This allows enough time to explore the indoor exhibits thoroughly and tour the USS Nautilus

without rushing.
A few helpful tips:

* Arrive early, especially during busy travel months.
* \Wear comfortable shoes, as the submarine tour involves narrow spaces and steps.
* Read exhibit panels carefully to appreciate the technological and historical context.

e |f traveling with children, encourage them to ask questions about how people lived and worked aboard

submarines.

Photography opportunities are excellent, particularly outside near the submarine and surrounding displays.

Final Thoughts

The Submarine Force Library and Museum is far more than a stop for military enthusiasts. It is one of the most
compelling history attractions in Connecticut, combining innovation, storytelling, and national heritage in a
highly accessible way. From boarding the historic USS Nautilus to learning about submarine traditions and
exploring rare archival materials, visitors leave with a stronger understanding of the people and technology that

shaped undersea naval history.



Whether you know it as the USS Nautilus Museum, the Nautilus Museum, Nautilus Museum Groton
Connecticut, or naval submarine museum Groton CT, this destination offers a rewarding and memorable

experience. If you are visiting southeastern Connecticut, it should absolutely be on your itinerary.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the main attraction at the Submarine Force Library and Museum?

The main attraction is the USS Nautilus, the world's first nuclear-powered submarine, which visitors can tour as

part of the museum experience.

2. Where is the Nautilus Museum located?

The museum is located in Groton, Connecticut, near Naval Submarine Base New London. Many travelers search

for it as the Nautilus Museum New London or naval submarine museum Groton CT.

3. How long should I plan for a visit?

Most visitors should allow two to three hours to fully enjoy the indoor exhibits and the USS Nautilus tour.

4. Is the museum only for military history fans?

No. While naval enthusiasts will appreciate the depth of the exhibits, families, students, and general travelers can

all enjoy the museum’s interactive and educational experience.



