
What to Know About the French Bull Tzu: Traits,
Care, and Temperament

Understanding the French Bull Tzu
If you are looking into a small companion dog with a sturdy build and a gentle nature, the
French Bull Tzu is a cross that blends the French Bulldog with the Shih Tzu. This mix brings
together the playful, social character of the French Bulldog and the calm, affectionate
temperament of the Shih Tzu. The result is a dog that often does well in apartments and with
families, though every individual has its own personality.

Before you decide to bring one home, it helps to know what to expect in terms of size, coat
care, exercise needs, and health. This article covers the main points so you can decide if this
cross is a good fit for your lifestyle.

Coat Type and Grooming Routine
The coat of a French Bull Tzu can vary quite a bit, even within the same litter. Some puppies
inherit the short, smooth coat of the French Bulldog, while others take after the Shih Tzu with a
longer, silkier coat. A few may end up with a medium-length coat that is soft and wavy.
Because of this variety, grooming needs depend on the individual dog.

For a short-coated dog, weekly brushing with a soft bristle brush is usually enough to keep
shedding under control. A dog with a longer or double coat requires more frequent care. Daily
brushing helps prevent mats and tangles, especially behind the ears and around the collar.
Many owners find that a slicker brush or a comb with rotating teeth works well for longer hair.
Bathing every three to four weeks is typical, though a wipe-down with a damp cloth can freshen
the coat between baths.

Ear cleaning is important for both coat types. Shih Tzu lines often have floppy ears that trap
moisture, so checking and drying the ears weekly can help avoid infections. Nail trimming
every two to three weeks and regular dental care are also part of a solid grooming routine.

Size and Weight Expectations
Because the French Bull Tzu is a cross between two small breeds, its size is generally
compact. Most adults weigh between 12 and 20 pounds and stand about 10 to 13 inches tall
at the shoulder. However, the exact size depends on which parent line is more dominant. A dog
that takes more after the French Bulldog may be heavier with a broader chest, while one that
leans toward the Shih Tzu may be slightly lighter and longer in the body.



Puppies grow quickly in the first six months and then slow down. They typically reach their full
height by nine to twelve months, but may fill out in weight until about eighteen months old. If
you are choosing a puppy, it can be helpful to meet the parents if possible, though even then
there is some variation.

Temperament and Personality
The temperament of a French Bull Tzu is often described as friendly and adaptable. These
dogs tend to enjoy being around people and usually get along with other pets. They are not
known for excessive barking, but they may alert you to someone at the door. Many owners say
they are good with children, though as with any dog, supervision during play is wise, especially
with toddlers.

One common trait is a moderate energy level. Unlike high-energy herding breeds, the French
Bull Tzu is generally happy with a few short walks and some indoor play each day. They are not
typically destructive, but they do need mental stimulation. Puzzle toys, short training sessions,
and interactive games can keep them engaged. Boredom can lead to chewing, so having
appropriate chew toys on hand is a good idea.

When it comes to training, this mix is usually eager to please but can have a stubborn streak.
The Shih Tzu side may bring some independence, while the French Bulldog side often wants to
be close to its person. Positive reinforcement methods work best. Harsh corrections tend to
backfire, so patience and treats go a long way.



Exercise Needs
Because of their brachycephalic (short-nosed) features inherited from the French Bulldog,
these dogs can overheat and tire quickly in warm weather. Exercise sessions should be kept
moderate, especially during summer. A 20-minute walk in the morning and another in the
evening is usually enough. They also enjoy short bursts of play indoors, such as fetch with a
soft toy or tug-of-war.

Swimming is not recommended for this mix because of their heavy body shape and short
muzzle, which makes it hard to keep their head above water. If you want to provide variety,
consider scent games or teaching simple tricks. The key is to avoid overexertion, particularly in
heat or humidity.



Health Screening and Common Concerns
As with any mixed breed, the French Bull Tzu can inherit health issues from either parent line.
Responsible breeders screen for conditions that are known in both breeds. The most common
concerns include brachycephalic airway syndrome, which can cause breathing difficulties, and
skin allergies, which are more frequent in Shih Tzu lines. Eye problems such as cherry eye or
dry eye can also occur.

Hip and elbow dysplasia are less common but worth asking about. A good breeder will provide
health clearances for the parents and may offer a health guarantee for the puppy. Regular vet
checkups, a balanced diet, and maintaining a healthy weight are the best ways to support your
dog's long-term health. Because these dogs have a compact body, extra weight can strain their
joints and worsen breathing issues.

Pricing Factors
The cost of a French Bull Tzu puppy varies depending on the breeder's location, the health
screening done on the parents, and the demand in your area. Some breeders charge more for
puppies that come from champion bloodlines or that have specific coat colors. Others price
based on the level of socialization and early training the puppy receives. It is a good idea to
compare several breeders and ask about what is included in the price, such as initial
vaccinations, microchipping, and a health record.

Is This Mix Right for You?
The French Bull Tzu fits well with owners who want a small, affectionate dog that does not
require hours of vigorous exercise. They adapt to apartment living and do not need a large
yard. However, they do need regular grooming and attention to their breathing and skin health.
If you are looking for a loyal lap dog with a moderate energy level, this cross is worth
considering.

For anyone who is curious about the frenchie and shih tzu mix, it helps to spend time with adult
dogs of the cross if possible. That can give you a clearer picture of the temperament and coat
type you may end up with. Meeting the parents also gives clues about the eventual size and
personality of the puppy.

In the end, the frenchie and shih tzu mix offers a balanced companion that can fit into many
homes. With proper care, regular vet visits, and a grooming routine suited to their coat, these
dogs can be a joyful addition to a family. The key is to go into the decision with realistic
expectations and a commitment to meeting their specific needs.

https://www.frenchiedoodle.com/french-bulldog-mix-with-shih-tzu

