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Your Complete Guide to Applying for a Nationwide Poland Driving
License

Getting a driving license is a significant milestone, and doing so in a foreign country can feel like navigating a
bureaucratic maze. For residents in Poland-- both Polish residents and legal foreign citizens-- obtaining an across
the country Polish driving license opens up unbelievable liberty to check out the nation and streamlines global

travel within the European Union.

Whether an individual is exchanging a foreign license or beginning the journey from scratch, this extensive guide

breaks down the requirements, costs, actions, and timelines for obtaining a nationwide Poland driving license.

Understanding the Polish Driving License (Prawo Jazdy)

A Polish driving license ( Prawo Jazdy) is a standardized European Union file. This implies that when earned or
effectively exchanged, the license is recognized not just throughout Poland but throughout the whole European

Economic Area (EEA).

Before diving into the application process, applicants need to identify which classification of license they require.

The most typical category is Category B, which allows the holder to drive basic automobile.

Common Driving License Categories in Poland

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quad bikes 14 years A1/ A2/ A Motorbikes (differing
engine sizes and power outputs) 16/ 18/ 24 years B Passenger vehicles, automobile approximately 3.5 tonnes 18

years C Heavy goods lorries (trucks) 21 years D Buses designed for more than 8 passengers 24 years

Who is Eligible to Apply?

To obtain a nationwide Poland driving license, applicants should meet kupi¢ prawo jazdy specific legal and

residency requirements set by prawo jazdy bez egzaminu Polish authorities:

* Residency Status: Applicants must reside in Poland for a minimum of 185 days each year due to either

citizenship, long-term home, a short-term residence license, or a student visa.
* Age Requirement: Applicants should meet the minimum age requirement for the particular car classification.

* Medical Fitness: A positive medical assessment from a licensed occupational doctor is necessary.

Step-by-Step Application Process

The application procedure varies somewhat depending on whether the applicant is taking the conventional route
(driving school + state tests) or exchanging an existing foreign license. Below is the standard roadmap for brand-

new motorists.

1. Get a PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)

The PKK (Driver Candidate Profile) is a specific electronic identification number needed for anybody desiring to
discover how to drive or take tests in Poland.


http://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=kupi%C4%87%20prawo%20jazdy
https://kartaxpresspoland.com/

To get a PKK, candidates need to visit their regional district office ( Urzgd Dzielnicy or Starostwo Powiatowe) and

submit:

* A completed application type.

® A passport-sized photograph (35 x 45 mm).

® An identity document (Passport or Residence Card/Karta Pobytu).

* A medical certificate verifying no health contraindications to driving.

* Verification of legal residency in Poland (for non-EU people).

2. Total Medical and Psychological Examinations
Before submitting the PKK application, individuals should go to an authorized physician for a brief medical check-
up.

* Expense: Usually standardized at around 200 PLN.

* What is inspected: Vision, hearing, general health, and neurological wellness.

3. Register in a State-Approved Driving School ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcow - OSK)

While self-study is not allowed for the practical examination, participating in a licensed driving school is

obligatory for first-time applicants.

* Theory Course: Typically consists of around 30 hours of classroom direction (numerous schools offer

English-language courses in significant Polish cities like Warsaw, Krakéw, and Wroctaw).

¢ Practical Course: 30 hours behind the wheel with a certified instructor.

4. Pass the State Exams (WORD)

Once the driving school training is complete, prospects need to book and pass 2 examinations at the Provincial
Road Traffic Center ( Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego-- WORD):

1. Theoretical Exam: A computer-based test covering traffic guidelines, road indications, and safe driving

principles.

2. Practical Exam: Includes lorry preparation, navigating on a closed course (plac), and driving in genuine city

traffic conditions.

5. Collect the Driving License

After passing both examinations, the WORD updates the system digitally. The candidate needs to then return to
the local district workplace ( Urzgd) to pay the processing fee (approx. 100 PLN) and officially request the physical

card production.

Needed Documents Checklist

To make sure a smooth application procedure, prepare the following files ahead of time:

® Valid passport or ID card.
* Home card ( Karta Pobytu) or valid visa showing legal remain in Poland for a minimum of 185 days.
* Completed application for providing a driving license.

* Medical certificate from an authorized doctor.



® One current picture (35 x 45 mm, clear background, neutral expression).

PKK number hard copy.

Certificate of conclusion from a driving school (for brand-new chauffeurs).

Existing foreign driving license with a licensed Polish translation (if suitable for exchange).

Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland

Foreign nationals living in Poland often wonder if they can simply swap their home nation's license for a Polish

one. The guidelines depend greatly on the issuing nation:

Issuing Country/ Agreement Exchange Rule EU/ EFTA Member States Can drive on their home license until it
expires, or voluntarily exchange it for a Polish license without taking exams. Vienna Convention Signatories The
majority of can exchange their license after fulfilling residency requirements; some may need a theoretical test
depending upon reciprocity laws. Non-Signatory Countries Must go through the complete training process,

including medical checks, theoretical tests, and useful tests in Poland.

Note: Non-EU citizens driving in Poland on a foreign license are normally required to obtain an International
Driving Permit (IDP) together with their national license, or switch to a Polish license within 185 days of developing

residency.

Expenses and Processing Times

Budgeting correctly for a Polish driving license requires comprehending the various charges involved. Prices can

differ a little depending on the city and the driving school chosen.

Expense Breakdown Table (Approximate Estimates)

Expense Item Approximated Cost (PLN) Medical Examination 200 PLN Passport Photos 30-- 50 PLN Driving
School Course (Category B) 2,500-- 4,000 PLN State Theoretical Exam (WORD) 50 PLN State Practical Exam
(WORD) 200 PLN License Production Fee (Urzad) 100 PLN Total Estimated Investment ~ 2,930-- 4,600 PLN

Timelines

* Getting the PKK: 1-- 3 company days.
* Driving School Course: 4 to 8 weeks (depending upon scheduling).
* Passing Exams: Varies based on WORD consultation availability (typically 1 to 3 weeks waiting time).

* License Printing: 2 to 4 weeks after passing tests and paying the last cost.

Tips for Success

1. Language Barriers: If your Polish is not conversational, search for driving schools ( OSK) and WORD centers
that use theoretical classes, equated examinations, and practical instruction in English. Cities like Warsaw,

Poznan, and Krakéw have robust English-friendly facilities.

2. Study the Theory Thoroughly: The Polish theoretical examination is known for having nuanced trick
concerns regarding road scenarios. Use official practice apps that include the exact database of questions
used by WORD.

3. Stay Patient with Bureaucracy: Administrative workplaces ( Urzqd) operate strictly by consultation in lots of

areas. Scheduling your see online ahead of time by means of the municipal site will save hours of waiting.



Getting an across the country Poland driving license might require an investment of time, perseverance, and cash,
but the reward is long-lasting movement throughout Europe. By comprehending the mandatory steps-- from

protecting your PKK and passing the medical test to conquering the WORD tests-- you can enhance your journey
and hit the open Polish roadways with confidence.



