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Navigating the Driving License Agency in Poland: A Comprehensive
Guide for Citizens and Expats
Getting, exchanging, or renewing a driving license can often seem like an administrative maze. For anyone living
in Poland-- whether you are a Polish resident who simply passed your driving test or a worldwide expat moving
to the country-- comprehending how the Driving License Agency in Poland runs is necessary.

In Poland, driving licenses are not handled by a single nationwide department, but rather processed in your area
through particular local workplaces. Browsing this system smoothly requires knowing where to go, what
documents gdzie można kupić prawo jazdy to bring, and what charges to expect.

This thorough guide breaks down whatever you need to learn about connecting with the Polish driving license
firm.

Where to Go: Understanding Polish Jurisdictions
Unlike some countries with a centralized Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), Poland deals with driving license
matters at the regional federal government level. Depending upon where you live, your documentation will be
processed by among the following workplaces:

Urząd Miasta (City Hall): For locals living within major cities (e.g., Warsaw, Kraków, Wrocław).

Starostwo Powiatowe (County Office): For residents living in smaller sized towns or rural county districts.

Urząd Dzielnicy (District Office): For citizens of big cities like Warsaw, where applications are handled by
particular district boroughs.

It is crucial to visit the office representing your registered place of house ( miejsce zameldowania).

Step-by-Step: Getting a Polish Driving License for First-Timers
For people passing their state exam for the extremely first time, the procedure involves a few structured steps
before and after going https://kartaxpresspoland.com/ to the company.

1. Get a PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę)

Before taking driving lessons or scheduling a test, applicants should protect a PKK (Driver Candidate Profile)
number from the regional driving license company.

To get a PKK, you need to send:

A completed application kind.

A medical certificate verifying no health contraindications to driving.

A biometric photograph (35 x 45 mm).

Evidence of identity (ID card or passport).

Residence permit/visa (for foreign nationals).

2. Pass the State Exams
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As soon as the PKK is active, the applicant finishes training at a driving school ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców) and
passes both the theoretical and useful tests at a provincial road traffic center ( WORD - Wojewódzki Ośrodek
Ruchu Drogowego).

3. Order the Physical License

After passing the exams, the WORD center updates the system. The candidate must then return to the Driving
License Agency (or pay online through the local government portal) to pay the production fee and officially
demand the printing of the plastic license card.

Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland
Numerous expats moving to Poland wonder whether they can continue using their home country's driving
license. The rules depend totally on the issuer of the license:

EU/EFTA Licenses: Drivers holding a valid license released by an EU or EFTA member state do not require to
exchange it. They can drive lawfully in Poland till the license expires. However, they may voluntarily exchange
it for a Polish file if they want.

Non-EU Licenses (Vienna Convention): Holders of licenses from nations that signed the 1968 Vienna
Convention can use their foreign license for as much as 6 months after obtaining long-term or short-lived
residency in Poland. After this duration, the license needs to be exchanged for a Polish one.

Non-EU Licenses (Other Countries): Drivers from nations outside the Vienna Convention usually can not
just exchange their license. They are usually needed to pass the Polish theoretical driving exam to get a local
license.

Files Required for License Exchange:

1. Completed application.

2. Current foreign driving license (plus a sworn Polish translation, if relevant).

3. Home card ( Karta Pobytu), visa, or other proof of legal remain in Poland for at least 185 days.

4. Biometric photo.

5. Medical certificate.

6. Confirmation of charge payment.

Expenses and Processing Times
Budgeting for your driving license in Poland involves modest administrative costs, though these can differ
somewhat depending on the specific town.

Service Type Basic Fee (Approximate) Typical Processing Time Issuance of Driving License (First time/ Exchange)
100.50 PLN 9 to 30 days International Driving Permit (IDP) 35.00 PLN Issued on the area or within a couple of
days Renewal due to Expiry/ Damage 100.50 PLN 9 to 30 days

Note: An extra 0.50 PLN evidencing charge ( opłata ewidencyjna) is usually contributed to the base expense.

Practical Tips for Visiting the Polish Driving Agency
Connecting with Polish public offices has actually become considerably more digital and easy to use over the last
few years, but a couple of preparation suggestions will conserve you time and frustration:



Book an Appointment Online: Most city halls ( Urząd Miasta) allow people to reserve a visit slot online
through their local community website or the national obywatel.gov.pl portal. Strolling in without a visit can
imply waiting for hours.

Language Barriers: In significant cities like Warsaw, Kraków, and Poznań, staff are typically familiar with
dealing with foreigners, however they might not constantly speak fluent English. If your Polish is restricted,
bringing a Polish-speaking friend or employing a local translator can be profoundly practical.

Payment Methods: While the majority of offices now accept card payments at the desk or through devoted
payment terminals, it is always smart to have money or examine if you can pay the cost online beforehand
and bring the printed confirmation receipt.

Check the Status Online: You do not always need to guess when your license is all set. You can track the
production status of your physical card free of charge on the main government website ( info-car. pl) using
your PESEL number and birth date.

Summary
Handling the Driving License Agency in Poland may seem intimidating at very first glimpse, however
understanding the jurisdictional requirements, preparing your paperwork in advance, and utilizing online
reservation systems makes the procedure simple. Whether you are stepping into a Warsaw district workplace to
exchange a foreign license or looking for your really first PKK number, being well-prepared ensures you will be
legally and securely on Poland's roads in no time.


