
If you live in San Dimas, you already know the water has a particular personality. Dishes spot quickly, shower glass
clouds over, and coffee can taste a bit flat or metallic if you drink it straight from the tap. All of that matters when
you are trying to figure out how long a water filtration system will last and whether it is worth repairing or
replacing an older unit.

What actually determines lifespan is not just the brand on the box. It is the chemistry of your local water, the type
of system you choose, and how consistently you maintain it. In San Dimas, where hardness and treatment
methods put extra stress on filters, realistic expectations and good upkeep make the difference between a system
that limps along and one that runs cleanly for a decade or more.

What is in San Dimas tap water?
San Dimas sits in the San Gabriel Valley and receives water from a mix of groundwater wells and imported surface
water. Depending on your precise address, your retail provider may be Golden State Water Company, Covina
Irrigating Company, or another small district, with wholesale supply commonly linked to agencies such as Three
Valleys Municipal Water District.

Quality reports from these utilities consistently show that the water complies with state and federal standards for
safety. So if you are wondering whether San Dimas water is safe to drink in a regulatory sense, the answer is
generally yes.

That does not mean it is pleasant to drink or gentle on plumbing.

Typical characteristics in the area include:

Hard water. Calcium and magnesium levels are often in the 15 to 20 grains per gallon range or higher, which
is considered hard to very hard. Residents feel this as soap scum, spotted glasses, and scale buildup in kettles,
fixtures, and water heaters.

Disinfectant and byproducts. Chlorine (or chloramine in some supplies) is used for disinfection. Even at safe
levels, it can give water a swimming-pool scent or chemical taste, and it can shorten the life of some filter
media.

Naturally occurring minerals and trace metals. Iron and manganese may appear in small amounts, sometimes
contributing to staining or taste issues.

Possible sediment during events. Construction, main flushing, or well changes can stir up fine sediment that
clogs filters more quickly for a while.

Those traits are exactly the things that chew through filter cartridges and membranes faster than what you see in
manufacturer brochures that assume “average” water.

What is a water filtration system, and how does it work?
A water filtration system is any setup that hvac services san dimas removes unwanted substances from water
before you drink it, cook with it, or run it through sensitive appliances. That might be a simple under sink carbon
filter, a whole house system that treats water for every fixture, or a reverse osmosis (RO) unit that produces very
low mineral drinking water.

At a high level, most systems rely on one or more of these mechanisms:
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Physical filtration. Sediment filters act like very fine strainers. Pleated or spun-polypropylene cartridges catch sand,
rust, and other particles so they do not scratch valves, plug aerators, or foul downstream filters.

Adsorption. Activated carbon has huge surface area. Chlorine, some organic chemicals, and many odor-causing
compounds cling to that surface and are held there. When people ask why their water filter is not removing
chlorine, the answer is that the carbon is exhausted or the contact time is too short.

Ion exchange. Softeners and some specialty cartridges use resin beads that swap ions. For hard water, calcium and
magnesium are exchanged for sodium or potassium. That is why water feels “slippery” after a softener. When the
resin saturates, it must be regenerated with a salt brine.

Membrane separation. Reverse osmosis forces water through a semi-permeable membrane. Dissolved solids,
many metals, and a long list of contaminants are left on the waste side, while relatively pure water passes through.
RO units are popular when residents want to address questions like, “Why is my water still hard after filtration?”
because standard filters do not remove hardness minerals, but RO can greatly reduce them at a drinking tap.

Oxidation or other specialty media. For specific issues such as iron, manganese, or hydrogen sulfide, media may
oxidize or convert contaminants to forms that can be filtered out.

In practice, a whole house setup in San Dimas might combine a sediment prefilter, a carbon tank, and a water
softener, while an under sink area might hold a carbon block or an RO system.

How long do water filtration systems actually last?
Manufacturers like to print best-case numbers. In San Dimas, with its hard, mineral-rich water, it is better to think
in ranges and be honest about the conditions.



Here is what I see in real homes in this area:

Under sink carbon filter systems. The housings themselves often last 10 to 15 years if they are not abused,
cracked, or installed in a way that stresses the plastic. The cartridges inside have much shorter lives. In San Dimas,
expect 6 to 12 months for a typical carbon block before flow slows or taste creeps back, even if the box claims
longer.

Reverse osmosis systems. The RO frame, valves, and storage tank can last 8 to 12 years with good maintenance.
Sediment and carbon prefilters usually need replacement every 6 to 12 months. The RO membrane, which is the
heart of the system, often lasts 3 to 5 years here, sometimes a bit less if the water is particularly hard and the
softener is not tuned well.

Whole house sediment/carbon filters. Larger cartridge housings and backwashing carbon tanks can run 10 years
or more. Sediment elements typically need change every 3 to 6 months in San Dimas, sometimes even quarterly in
homes on older mains with more rust. Carbon media in a tank system may last 3 to 7 years, depending on size,
chlorine levels, and total water use.

Water softeners. The resin bed itself is often good for 10 to 15 years if iron is low and salt quality is decent. Valves
and control heads require the most service. With periodic servicing, a softener can easily reach 15 years in San
Dimas. Without it, hard water scale will eventually seize up moving parts and you end up asking why the water
softener is not working at all.

Whole house specialty systems. Iron, manganese, or scale-control systems vary widely by design, but for San
Dimas style hardness, a properly specified softener usually does the heavy lifting.

The basic rule: the harsher and dirtier the incoming water, the faster the expendable parts age. The core hardware
should last a decade or longer, but cartridges, media, and membranes in San Dimas water rarely reach their
absolute advertised maximums.

How often should filters be replaced or systems serviced?
Filter replacement and servicing schedules are where people often fall behind. When that happens, two things
follow: performance drops so you start asking why filtered water tastes bad, and mechanical strain rises so the
system does not last as long as it could.

In this region, a conservative, realistic schedule looks like this:

Under sink and fridge filters. Every 6 months is a good target for carbon cartridges if the water has typical San
Dimas hardness and chlorine. Heavy use kitchens sometimes benefit from changing them every 3 to 4 months.

Reverse osmosis prefilters and postfilters. Sediment and carbon prefilters every 6 to 12 months, post carbon
polishing filter every 12 months. The RO membrane itself every 3 to 5 years, but only if you keep up with the
prefilters.

Whole house sediment cartridges. Every 3 to 6 months. If water pressure starts low right after the filter, odds are
you have a clogged sediment element.

Whole house carbon tanks. Media change every 3 to 7 years, based on chlorine levels and flow. A lab test or field
chlorine test at a downstream faucet can tell you when breakthrough starts.

Water softeners. Salt refilling as needed, usually monthly. A professional tune up every 1 to 2 years pays for itself
by catching worn injectors, fouled resin, or brine tank issues before they cause a hard failure.



A useful rule of thumb: if you are asking yourself how often water filters should be replaced, you are probably due.
Filters are cheap compared to a flooded cabinet or a ruined membrane.

How San Dimas water shortens or extends system life
The combination of hardness and chlorine in local water has several visible effects on filtration systems:

Scale buildup. Hardness minerals deposit on any surface where water slows or evaporates. In filters, this means
scale on housings, inside fittings, and on RO membranes. Scale reduces flow and makes components harder to
disassemble. In softeners, improper regeneration allows hardness to foul the resin.

Chlorine stress on carbon. Chlorine is exactly what carbon is designed to remove. The more chlorine in the water
and the more gallons you run, the faster the carbon media saturates and loses effectiveness. Once that happens,
chlorine passes through, and you start noticing a smell or taste again. Leaving carbon in service too long also
increases the risk of bacteria establishing in exhausted media.

Sediment and rust. On certain streets with older mains, very fine rust or sediment can clog sediment filters at an
accelerated rate. Residents notice this as a water filtration system that becomes slow long before the labeled filter
life.

Pressure swings. Some homes see fluctuating municipal pressure. Filtration systems can respond to these swings
with rattling, water hammer, and in some under sink setups, noise as air works through housing pockets. When
people ask why the water filter is making a noise, pressure fluctuations and trapped air are often behind it.

Temperature exposure. In garages that get hot in summer and cold in winter, uninsulated systems age faster. In
rare cold snaps, exposed exterior filters can freeze and crack. Yes, a water filter system can freeze and break if it is
in a poorly insulated location, especially if no water is flowing.

Matching your system type and quality to these conditions is the best way to get closer to the upper end of the
lifespan range.

Signs your filtration system is going bad
There is a difference between a filter that is simply due for a cartridge and a system that is aging out. Both show
symptoms, but they point to different solutions.

Here is a concise checklist of warning signs that often mean the system needs more than just routine filter
changes:

1. Repeated leaks from the same housing, head, or connection even after replacing o‑rings or cartridges.

2. Cracked or discolored plastic on filter housings, tanks, or tubing, especially in sun-exposed spots.

3. Persistent off tastes, odors, or hardness even right after changing cartridges and sanitizing.

4. Very slow flow or no water from the filtration faucet, with clean filters and good feed pressure confirmed.

5. Frequent repairs to the same valve or control head, to the point where repair costs are stacking up.

If several of those apply, you are approaching the age where “When should I replace my water filtration system?”
has a practical answer: soon.

Common problems in San Dimas homes and what they mean
In local service calls, the same questions repeat. They are worth addressing directly.



Why is my water filtration system not working at all? The most common culprits are a closed valve, a clogged
sediment filter, a mis-set bypass on a softener or whole house filter, or an RO tank that has lost pressure. New
installations also fail because installers forget to open a feed valve fully.

Why is my water filter leaking? Often it is a pinched or flattened o‑ring on a sump housing, an over-tightened
plastic fitting that has cracked, or a filter cartridge not fully seated. Old housings can develop hairline cracks that
only show up under pressure. Never ignore a slow drip; small leaks have a way of turning into cabinet
replacements.

Why is no water coming out of my water filter faucet? For under sink systems, a completely clogged cartridge, a
kinked tube, or a closed saddle valve are typical. On RO units, a shut storage tank valve or a tank that has failed
(bladder rupture) will also stop flow.

Why is my reverse osmosis system not producing water? Beyond valves and clogs, RO units stop producing when
the feed pressure is too low, the membrane is fouled by scale or iron, or the automatic shutoff valve fails. In homes
without a softener, hard San Dimas water will wear a membrane out more quickly.

Why is my water filter making a noise? Air trapped in lines, water hammer from sudden valve closures, or loose
mounting brackets are the usual suspects. Some whole house filters will actually vibrate the pipes if the cartridge is
partially clogged and pressure is high.

Why is my water still hard after filtration? Standard filters and even carbon blocks do not remove hardness. Only
systems with ion exchange resin (water softeners) or membrane processes like RO reduce hardness minerals. If you
have a softener and still feel hardness, it may be out of salt, improperly programmed, or the resin may be
exhausted.

Why does my filtered water taste bad or cloudy? A spent carbon cartridge is the first thing to check when taste
changes. Cloudiness can come from microbubbles after filter changes, but if cloudy water persists, it could indicate
bacterial growth in neglected filters or disturbance from plumbing work.

Why is my water filtration system slow? Clogged cartridges and low incoming pressure are the most common
causes. For RO, an undersized system in a busy household will always feel slow because production rates are
relatively modest.

Why is my filtered water cloudy? If it clears from the bottom up in a glass in a few minutes, it is likely air. If it
remains hazy, you may have fine suspended solids bypassing a too-coarse sediment filter or a deteriorating filter
media shedding fines.

Why is my water filter not removing chlorine? Odds are the carbon is exhausted, the flow rate is too high for
proper contact time, or the chlorine level has increased compared to when the system was designed.

Why does my water filter keep clogging? In some cases the house is on a line with higher sediment, or there was a
recent main break or flushing. In San Dimas, I occasionally see homes near older cast iron mains where a prefilter
in a clear housing will visibly brown in a month. In those cases, using a larger sediment filter or a backwashing
prefilter can extend intervals.

Recognizing patterns in these symptoms helps you decide if you just need to change a cartridge, repair a
component, or start budgeting for replacement.

Repair or replace: what is more economical?
Homeowners often ask how much it costs to repair a water filtration system versus replacing it, and whether it is
worth repairing a water filtration system that has a decade or more of service behind it.



For typical residential systems in San Dimas:

Basic repairs. Replacing an o‑ring, a leaking housing, or a faucet on an under sink filter generally runs in the low
hundreds of dollars when you include parts and labor, sometimes less if access is very easy.

Reverse osmosis overhauls. A full set of new cartridges, a membrane, and a tank can cost a few hundred dollars
installed, depending on brand and layout. If the manifold or control valves are failing, costs climb higher, and at
that point many homeowners opt for a new RO unit entirely.

Whole house filters. New cartridges are relatively inexpensive, but replacing cracked housings, head assemblies, or
automatic backwash valves can push repair bills into the mid-hundreds.

Water softeners. Board replacements or major valve rebuilds can also run several hundred dollars. If the softener is
10 to 15 years old and the resin is tired, putting significant money into a rebuild is not always smart.

New system costs. For reference, a quality under sink filter system often falls in the 200 to 600 dollar range, a
basic RO system between 400 and 1000 installed, and a good residential softener system between roughly 1,000
and 3,000 dollars depending on size, brand, and installation difficulty. Whole house multi-stage setups can cost
more.

The practical rule: it is usually cheaper in the long run to replace a system when significant repairs start to
approach half the cost of a comparable new unit, especially if the existing system is already past the midpoint of its
expected life. Age, availability of parts, and whether performance still meets your needs all factor into whether it is
cheaper to repair or replace a water filtration system.

DIY maintenance vs hiring a professional
Many homeowners are capable of basic tasks such as changing a water filter cartridge. Whether you can repair a
water filtration system yourself depends on your comfort around plumbing and your willingness to accept some
risk.

For routine items:

You can usually change cartridges, sanitize housings, reset filter-change indicators, and adjust an RO tank’s air
charge with careful instructions. Under sink systems and fridge filters are particularly DIY friendly. So if you are
asking, “Can I change my water filter myself?” the honest answer is yes in most cases, as long as you follow the
manual, shut off the water, and have towels ready.

For more complex issues:

Diagnosing why a water softener is not working, tracking down a hidden leak behind a finished wall, repairing a
stuck bypass valve, or dealing with a flooded cabinet often justifies calling a professional. When people ask, “Do I
need a plumber for water filter repair?” my guideline is: if the repair could involve cutting or soldering pipe,
pressure testing, or working inside walls or slabs, bring in a licensed plumber or a water treatment specialist.

“Who repairs water filtration systems?” can mean several trades. In San Dimas, you will find:

Licensed plumbers who also handle filtration and softeners.

Dedicated water treatment companies that specialize in system design, installation, and repair.

Look for someone familiar with local water conditions, not just generic systems. They will know, for example, that a
prefilter on certain San Dimas streets may need a larger size to avoid chronic clogging.



How to change a filter cartridge without damaging the system
Incorrect filter changes are a quiet system killer. Cross threading a housing, overtightening, or failing to lubricate
an o‑ring can shorten the life of both the filter and the housing.

Here is a simple, conservative sequence that fits most cartridge systems:

1. Turn off feed water and depressurize by opening a downstream faucet or pressing the system’s pressure relief
button.

2. Place a towel or shallow pan under the housing, then use the provided wrench to loosen it slowly.

3. Remove the old cartridge, wipe the inside of the housing, and check the o‑ring. Replace the o‑ring if cracked,
and apply a thin coat of food grade silicone grease before reinstalling it in its groove.

4. Insert the new cartridge, making sure it seats correctly on the central post or in its recess, then hand tighten
the housing until snug and give a gentle extra turn with the wrench if the manufacturer recommends it.

5. Turn the water back on slowly, check carefully for leaks, and flush the filter for the recommended time to clear
air and carbon fines.

Rushing this process is how people end up asking how to remove a stuck water filter or why a new filter is leaking.

Lifespan by system type in San Dimas conditions
If we pull all of the above into practical ranges tailored to San Dimas water, here is what a homeowner can
reasonably expect with decent maintenance:

Basic under sink carbon filter system: 10 to 15 years for the hardware, cartridges every 6 to 12 months.

Reverse osmosis drinking system: 8 to 12 years for the system, prefilters every 6 to 12 months, RO membrane
every 3 to 5 years.

Whole house sediment and carbon cartridge setup: 10 years for housings, sediment cartridges every 3 to 6
months, carbon cartridges annually or as taste/odor dictate.

Backwashing carbon tank: 10 to 15 years for the tank and valve, carbon media every 3 to 7 years.

Water softener: 10 to 15 years for resin and valve, with periodic servicing and regular salt management.

These are not guarantees. A system installed in direct sun on an exterior wall will age much faster than one tucked
in a temperate garage. A family of five with teenagers will use more water than a retired couple, and their filters
will exhaust sooner.

Choosing systems that last in San Dimas
For residents dealing with hard water and chlorine, the best water filtration system for hard water is usually not a
single device but a small stack of well-matched components.

A common and effective arrangement is:

A whole house sediment prefilter sized generously enough that it does not clog every month. This protects
everything downstream.

A properly sized water softener that actually matches your hardness level and household usage. That softener
removes the hardness that otherwise destroys water heaters and fouls RO membranes.

An optional whole house carbon system if chlorine taste and odor are a big concern in showers as well as at the
kitchen sink.



A point-of-use filter at the kitchen sink. For most households, this is either a high quality carbon block system or a
reverse osmosis system, depending on how particular they are about taste, total dissolved solids, and specific
contaminants.

When these pieces are chosen with San Dimas conditions in mind and maintained on schedule, they routinely hit
the upper end of their lifespan ranges. Skimping on the up-front design or ignoring filter changes, by contrast,
almost always cuts those lifespans in half.

The bottom line for San Dimas homeowners
Water filtration systems do not have single magic lifespans. In San Dimas, hard water, chlorine, and occasional
sediment all work against them. Yet with honest expectations and consistent upkeep, most systems give a decade
or more of reliable service. Filters and membranes will need attention every few months to a year, but those
replacements are what keep the core equipment healthy.

If you are noticing new leaks, persistent bad taste right after filter changes, chronic low pressure at your filtered
taps, or a softener that never seems to soften, it is time to look beyond simple cartridge swaps. A brief inspection
and some candid math on repair versus replacement can save you years of frustration and money wasted on
short-term fixes.

Clean, comfortable water in San Dimas is absolutely achievable. It just takes systems matched to local conditions
and a willingness to treat maintenance as part of home ownership, not as an afterthought when something finally
breaks.

Alpine Plumbing, Heating, and Air
462 Borrego Ct, San Dimas, CA 91773
6266081032


