
Finding the Best Notebooks for Journaling by
LeStallion for Real Productivity Gains
I have spent years testing notebooks. Moleskine, Leuchtturm, Field Notes, even hand-bound
leather journals from small Etsy shops. Each one promised to be the perfect companion for
capturing ideas, but most of them ended up half-empty on my shelf. The problem was never
my discipline. It was the notebook itself. When a journal fights you with bleed-through,
awkward page layouts, or covers that fall apart in a bag, you stop reaching for it. That is where
the conversation around the Best notebooks for journaling by LeStallion becomes worth
having.

LeStallion approaches journaling from a productivity angle. Their notebooks are not just
repositories for random thoughts. They are designed to make you want to write, to track, to
plan. I have been using one of their flagship journals for three months now, and I want to share
what I have learned about what makes a notebook truly effective for getting things done.

What Makes a Notebook Inspiring?
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A good notebook does not just hold ink. It holds your attention. The paper quality matters first.
If the page feathers or ghosts to the point where you cannot use both sides, the notebook
becomes a liability. LeStallion uses thick, cream-colored paper that handles fountain pens, gel
pens, and even heavy markers without bleeding. I tested my usual Pilot G2 0.7 and a Lamy
Safari with Noodler's ink. No bleed-through, no ghosting. That alone makes it a contender for
anyone who writes seriously.

The binding also matters. A lay-flat binding means you can write in the margins without
fighting the spine. LeStallion's journals open completely flat from the first page. That sounds
minor until you have tried to scribble a quick note in a book that keeps snapping shut. Little
things like an elastic closure band and a bookmark ribbon show that someone thought about
the user experience, not just the cover design.

Page Layout and Flexibility

Most productivity notebooks force you into a rigid system. Bullet journals expect you to index
every page. Hobonichi planners give you a fixed calendar. LeStallion takes a different
approach. Their notebooks offer a mix of dot grid, lined, and blank pages within the same
volume. You can use the first half for daily logs and the second half for project notes. That
flexibility matters more than any pre-printed habit tracker ever could.

I have settled into a rhythm where I use the dot grid pages for morning planning, the lined
pages for meeting notes, and the blank pages for free-form brainstorming. The book never tells
me I am using it wrong. That sense of permission is what keeps me coming back to it every
day.



Why Productivity Journaling Is Different from Creative Journaling
Creative journaling is about expression. Productivity journaling is about execution. When I am
trying to get things done, I do not want to decorate my pages with washi tape and calligraphy. I
want a clear structure that helps me prioritize, reflect, and move forward. The Best notebooks
for journaling by LeStallion understand that distinction.

One of their standout features is the integrated weekly spread. It is not a full planner, just a
two-page layout that gives you space for task lists, a weekly goal, and a notes column. I use it
to set three priorities each week and track my progress. The layout is minimal enough that I
never feel overwhelmed, but it provides enough scaffolding to keep me honest about what I am
actually accomplishing.
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Another feature I have grown to rely on is the review page at the back of the journal. Every
LeStallion notebook includes a few pages designed for monthly reviews. Prompts ask what
went well, what did not, and what you want to adjust next month. That reflective practice is the
difference between just being busy and actually being productive. I have filled out four monthly
reviews so far, and each one has changed how I approach the following month.

Real-World Durability
I carry my notebook everywhere. It goes from my desk to my backpack to coffee shops and
client meetings. A notebook that falls apart after two months is useless. LeStallion uses a
hardcover with a textured fabric cover that resists scuffs and spills. I dropped mine on a wet
sidewalk last week. The corners got damp, but once it dried, the cover looked fine and the
pages inside were untouched. The stitched binding also holds up better than the glued spines I
have seen on cheaper notebooks.

That durability matters because consistency is the secret to productivity. If your notebook feels
fragile, you baby it. You leave it home. You stop using it. A rugged notebook invites you to
throw it in your bag and forget about it until you need it.

What to Look for When Choosing Your Own

Not every great notebook costs fifty dollars. But you do need to consider a few factors before
buying. Here is what I have learned after testing dozens of options:

Paper weight should be at least 80 gsm for fountain pens, 100 gsm if you use
markers. LeStallion uses 120 gsm paper, which is overkill for most pens but ensures



zero bleed.

Binding must be sewn, not glued. Sewn bindings last years. Glued bindings crack and
lose pages within months.

Page count matters. I prefer around 200 pages. Fewer than 120 and I run out too fast.
More than 300 and the book becomes bulky.

Layout variety is key. A notebook that only offers dot grid will frustrate you if you need
lines for certain tasks. Look for mixed layouts or a blank option.

Portability. A5 is the sweet spot for me. Big enough to write comfortably, small
enough to fit in a jacket pocket or a small bag.

These criteria have saved me from buying dozens of notebooks that looked beautiful on
Instagram but failed in practice.

How LeStallion Fits into a Larger System
No single notebook will fix your life. But the right notebook can support a system that works. I
pair my LeStallion journal with a simple digital calendar for appointments and a notes app for
ephemeral information. The journal holds everything that requires thought: goals, reflections,
project plans, and daily priorities. That separation keeps my digital tools clean and my analog
tools meaningful.

One thing I appreciate is that LeStallion does not try to be everything. They do not sell pens,
stickers, or accessories. They focus on making a single excellent notebook. That focus shows
in the quality. The company clearly understands that a journal should inspire productivity, not
distract from it with gimmicks.

Trade-Offs to Consider

No product is perfect. LeStallion notebooks are priced higher than basic composition books,
but lower than luxury Italian brands. If you are on a tight budget, you might feel the price tag.
But consider the cost per day. A thirty-dollar notebook that you use every day for six months
costs about seventeen cents per day. That is less than a cup of coffee for a tool that helps you
organize your entire life.

The only real downside I have found is the lack of page numbers. Some people love numbering
their own pages. I find it tedious. I wish the notebooks came with pre-printed numbers. That is
a minor complaint, and one you can solve with a pen and five minutes of work.

Final Thoughts on Choosing Your Next Journal



After all my testing, the Best notebooks for journaling by LeStallion stands out because it does
not try to be a magic solution. It is a well-made tool that respects your process. If you are
someone who has tried bullet journaling and found it too rigid, or someone who has bought
fancy journals and left them empty, this might be the notebook that finally clicks.

Productivity is not about having the perfect system. It is about having a system you actually
use. A notebook that feels good in your hands, that opens flat, that takes any pen without
complaint, and that gives you room to adapt your methods over time is a notebook that will get
written in. That is the real measure of value.

I still keep a few other notebooks around for specific projects. But my daily carry is a
LeStallion. It has earned that spot by surviving my bag, handling my fountain pens, and never



once making me feel like I am doing it wrong. If you are looking for a journal that supports real
productivity rather than just looking productive, that is exactly what you should be looking for.


