A missing screw can turn a simple move-in job into a frustrating search through half-open boxes. A bag of
unidentified bolts is not much better: you may have the hardware, but not know which shelf, bed, or cabinet it

belongs to. The fix is a small amount of planning before you start dismantling furniture.

Start by measuring the apartment, the furniture, and the route into each room. Then decide what is worth moving,
take items apart in a controlled way, and keep every piece of hardware with the item it belongs to. Clear labels and
a consistent packing system make reassembly much easier—and help prevent you from hauling furniture that will

not fit or will overwhelm a small room.

Start with Measurements, Not the Screwdriver

Before you dismantle shelves or remove a single fastener, confirm that the furniture makes sense in your new
home. In my work with renters and relocations around Houston, I've seen plenty of moves get harder because
people packed and moved large items first, then discovered the furniture would not fit through the doorway or
work in the room.

Measure the apartment’s usable space, including wall lengths, ceiling height, closet dimensions, and the locations
of windows, doors, and outlets. Then measure the route in: the building entrance, elevator, hallway turns,
stairwells, and apartment doorway. A piece can fit in a room on paper and still be impossible to get through a

tight turn.

And before we talk about sofas, what is the doorway width? It is an easy measurement to skip and a costly one to
guess. Measure the narrowest point of the doorway with the door open, and note anything that reduces

clearance, such as a door closer or handrail.

Measure the furniture and the route in

For each large item, record its width, height, and depth. If it can be turned, measure the dimensions in more than
one orientation. For shelves, note whether they are one piece or made of sections, and whether removing shelves

or legs will make the item easier to carry.
Use a simple table to keep the measurements and decisions together:

Item Furniture dimensions Narrowest route point Room or wall planned for Bookcase Width, height, depth
Doorway, hall, or stair turn Wall length and nearby window Bed frame Frame dimensions and largest component
Elevator or stairwell clearance Bedroom layout Dining table Top dimensions and leg clearance Entry and hallway

clearance Dining area or flexible space

Decide What Deserves a Place in the New Apartment

Once you know what will fit, decide whether it is worth moving. Hardware is small, but every item you keep can

lead to more packing, carrying, and reassembly. Avoid moving bulky furniture just because you own it.
Use a keep-store-sell-or-donate-replace decision before you take anything apart:

* Keep: Choose this for useful, well-fitting items that suit the new layout and are in good condition.

® Store: Use this for items you genuinely expect to need later and can store safely. Set a date to reconsider

rather than paying indefinitely for furniture you never use.



¢ Sell or donate: Consider this for pieces that are in usable condition but too large, too heavy, or visually

overwhelming in the new home.

* Replace: Replace only when measurements and room plans confirm that a different-size item is a better fit.
There's no need to buy new furniture before moving in; living in the space first often reveals what you actually
need.

A practical rule: if a piece will not fit through the route, will not fit its intended location, or will block useful
circulation, do not pack its hardware yet. Decide what will happen to the piece before you spend time dismantling
it.

Think About Scale and Visual Weight in Small Rooms

Physical fit is only part of the decision. A large bookcase may clear the doorway and still make a small room feel
crowded. “Visual weight” is the way an item’s size, color, shape, and solid surfaces affect how heavy or full a room

feels.

For a small apartment, compare the furniture’s scale with the room. Tall, deep, dark pieces can dominate a short
wall. Open shelving or lighter finishes may feel less imposing, but only if the shelves are useful and safe for the
items you plan to store. Leave enough clearance to open doors, walk past furniture, and use windows and closets

without squeezing around corners.

That is another reason not to buy replacements before moving in. After you arrive, you can check how the light
falls, where you naturally walk, and how much storage you actually need. A tape measure helps with the room

plan; living in the apartment helps with the rest.

Gather Supplies for Labeled Bags

When you're ready to dismantle, set up your supplies before removing fasteners. The goal is to make each bag
easy to identify and keep fittings together with the correct furniture.

® Small resealable bags in a few sizes

® Permanent marker and painter’s tape or removable labels

® Phone or camera for reference photos

® Small container or tray for hardware while you work

* Basic tools suited to the furniture's fasteners

® Extra padding or a small box to protect protruding screws

Choose bags that seal securely and are large enough to hold the hardware without stretching the closure. Tiny
screws can escape through a poorly sealed bag or hide in a box corner. Avoid putting loose screws directly into a

moving carton.

Dismantle Shelves and Furniture One Item at a Time

Do not dismantle several pieces of furniture at once and sort the screws afterward. That is how hardware gets
mixed up. Complete one item from start to finish before moving to the next, and keep fittings together with that

item.

1. Clear the furniture. Remove books, drawers, shelf contents, and anything that could shift or fall.



2. Take reference photos. Photograph the assembled item from the front, sides, and back. Take close-ups of

joints, brackets, and unusual connections.

3. Check the instructions. If you still have the assembly manual, find it before removing parts. Photograph or

save the relevant pages on your phone.

4. Work in a steady order. Remove one shelf, panel, or frame section at a time. Keep pieces organized so you

can follow the reverse order during reassembly.

5. Collect each fastener immediately. As screws, bolts, washers, and brackets come off, put them in the tray,

then transfer them to that item'’s bag.

6. Label the bag before setting it down. Write the item name and the specific location or step, such as

“Bookcase—top shelf brackets.”

7. Check the piece and work area. Look for screws still attached to the furniture, under the item, or in the tool

tray before moving on.

Some shelves and flat-pack furniture use different fasteners that look almost identical. Keep them separated by
location instead of combining them in rentdeals.com one bag. If you remove hardware from several sections, use

separate labeled bags or small inner bags and mark each one clearly.

Label Hardware So the Labels Still Make Sense Later

A label like “screws” is not enough. When you unpack, you need to know which screws belong to which piece and,

ideally, where they go. Make the label readable without having to open the bag.

A useful format is item name + location + contents. For example: "Hall bookcase—left side panel—short bolts.”
If the furniture has a brand or model number, include that too. For a bed, you might write "Guest bed—center rail

—bolts and washers.”

Write labels on the bag itself when possible. If you use tape, press it down firmly and keep it clear of the closure.
For bags with small surfaces, place them together in a larger bag or a small, sturdy hardware box labeled with the

furniture name.

Attach the bag to the furniture when it is safe

If there is a secure, non-damaging place on the item, attach the labeled bag to the furniture with painter’s tape or
place it in a drawer or compartment that travels with the piece. Do not tape a bag where it could be crushed, torn,

or leave residue on a finished surface.

For furniture that will be wrapped or handled roughly, keep the hardware bag in a clearly marked box instead.
Record which box contains it, and make sure the box is easy to find when the item arrives. Avoid putting all

furniture hardware in one unmarked container at the bottom of a packed carton.

Make a Simple Reassembly System

Reassembly is easier when the information travels with the furniture. Before loading, make a short inventory of
each item and its hardware location. For example: “Bookcase—hardware in small box 3" or “Bed frame—bags
taped inside headboard packaging.” Save the list on your phone and, if possible, keep a copy with your move

documents.

Keep an “open first” set of tools, a pair of scissors, and a few spare labeled bags accessible rather than buried in a

sealed carton. The goal is not to unpack every box immediately; it is to avoid searching the whole apartment for
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the right bag when you're ready to assemble one essential piece.

When you arrive, match each bag to its item before opening it. Use your photos to check the assembly order, and
avoid forcing a screw into a hole just because it seems close. If a fastener does not fit, stop and compare it with

the other labeled bags. Mixing or forcing hardware can damage a joint and make furniture less stable.

Common Packing Mistakes to Avoid

* Using one bag for every item. It saves a minute during packing and can cost much more during
reassembly.

* Writing labels that are too vague. “Table screws” may not distinguish between the tabletop, legs, and
extension hardware.

* Leaving fasteners in the furniture. Protruding screws can scratch other items, catch on blankets, or fall out

in transit.



* Putting bags loose in a moving box. A small bag can slip under packing paper or escape through a

damaged carton.

* Taking furniture apart before checking fit. Measure the apartment and route first, then make the keep-

store-sell-or-donate-replace decision.

* Buying replacement furniture too early. Wait until you have seen the space in person unless a confirmed

need requires earlier planning.

The Takeaway: Keep the Hardware With the Decision

Good hardware packing starts before the first screw comes out. Measure the apartment, furniture, and route in.
Decide which pieces fit the new home physically and visually. Then dismantle only what you intend to move, keep

fittings together, and use labeled bags that identify the item and the hardware’s location.

Those small steps turn reassembly from a guessing game into a straightforward task. And if an item is too large,
too heavy, or too visually dominant for the apartment, it may be better to sell, donate, or replace it later than to

move it simply because it is already yours.



