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Navigating the Road: Steps to Get a Hungarian Driver's License
Acquiring a motorist's license in Hungary can look like a challenging job, especially for expats and international
students browsing a new governmental system. However, with clear guidance, structured steps, and a little bit of
perseverance, the process becomes entirely workable. Whether one is looking to delight in the scenic routes of
the Hungarian countryside or just needs the convenience of a car in Budapest, holding a valid Hungarian (and by
extension, EU) chauffeur's license is a valuable possession.

This comprehensive guide details whatever an applicant needs to know about acquiring a Category B (standard
automobile) driver's license in Hungary, broken down into sequential, workable actions.

Stage 1: Eligibility and Prerequisites
Before enrolling in a driving school ( autósiskola), candidates should guarantee they satisfy the legal and medical
requirements set by the Hungarian federal government.

Basic Requirements

Age: The minimum age for a Category B license in Hungary is 17 years old. Nevertheless, students can begin
theoretical classes and studying at 16.5 years old.

Residency: Applicants should be legal residents of Hungary. This typically implies holding a legitimate house
permit ( tartózkodási engedély) and a Hungarian address card ( lakcímkártya), having actually resided in the
country for a minimum of 185 days.

Medical Fitness Certificate

Every candidate needs to pass a standard medical checkup carried out by Magyar Jogosítvány Szolgáltató a
household doctor or a licensed occupational health physician. The physician checks vision, basic health, and
medical history to provide a Medical Certificate Group 1.

Keep in mind: Those who currently hold a non-EU driver's license might have different paths, however anyone
starting from scratch in Hungary need to complete this medical check.

Stage 2: The Learning Process
When the documentation is in order, the educational journey begins. The procedure is strictly regulated and
divided into theory and practical parts.

Step 1: Choose a Driving School ( Autósiskola)

There are many driving schools in Hungary, and many offer courses taught in English. When choosing a school,
trainees should ask about:

The accessibility of English-speaking instructors and translated research study products.

Total expenses (beware of surprise charges for administrative services, fuel, or extra lessons).

Pass rates and school credibility.
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Action 2: Complete the Theory Course & & Exam The theoretical part includes a
minimum of 28 hours of classroom direction, though the majority of schools now use
certified e-learning platforms, permitting students to study online at their own speed.

The theory curriculum covers:

Traffic guidelines and road indications ( KRESZ).
Theory of driving and car control.
Basic mechanics and roadway safety.

Following the coursework, candidates need to pass the main KRESZ computer-based
exam. This exam includes 55 multiple-choice questions, timed at 30 minutes, and
requires a minimum score of 75 out of 75 possible points.

Action 3: Practical Driving Lessons

Upon passing the KRESZ test, the trainee is appointed a driving trainer. In Hungary, compulsory practical training
is divided into particular milestones:

1. Off-road/Training Ground ( Tanpálya): Basic vehicle handling, starting, stopping, shifting gears, and
parking in a regulated environment.

2. City Driving: Navigating genuine traffic conditions, mastering complicated intersections, and practicing eco-
driving.

3. Night Driving: A mandatory component to ensure experience in low-visibility conditions.

Note: Students need to complete a minimum of 29 practical driving hours and cover at least 580 kilometers, though
lots of trainees need additional lessons before they are deemed test-ready.

Stage 3: The Practical Exam and Licensing
The final difficulty involves showing proficiency behind the wheel to a main examiner from the federal
government workplace ( Kormányhivatal).

Step 4: The Practical Exam

The practical driving test lasts approximately 50 minutes. It starts with a car security check (checking tires, lights,
and fluid levels), followed by driving in actual traffic conditions under the supervision of the examiner.

The inspector assesses:

Observance of traffic signs and right-of-way guidelines.

Car control and smoothness of driving.

Spatial awareness and execution of particular maneuvers (e.g., parallel parking, turning around).

Step 5: First Aid Certificate

Before the final license can be issued, candidates need to finish a qualified First Aid course administered by the
Hungarian Red Cross ( Magyar Vöröskereszt) and pass its matching practical and theoretical exam. (Note:
Individuals holding certain medical degrees or foreign expert credentials might be exempt from this requirement).

Action 6: Issuing the License



When the useful examination and very first aid requirements are successfully completed, the driving school issues
a completion certificate. The candidate should take this certificate, in addition to their ID, residence permit,
medical certificate, and emergency treatment card, to any Government Window ( Kormányablak) to officially
request the physical motorist's card.

Summary of Steps and Estimated Costs
To assist visualize the timeline and financial commitment, the table listed below outlines the general development
of acquiring a Hungarian motorist's license.

Step Requirement Approximated Time Approximated Cost (HUF) 1 Medical checkup 1 day 7,000-- 15,000 HUF 2
Emergency Treatment Course & & Exam 1-- 2 weeks 15,000-- 25,000 HUF 3 Theory Course(KRESZ)& Exam 2-- 4
weeks 40,000-- 70,000 HUF 4 Practical Driving Lessons(Min. 29 hrs)2-- 4 months 200,000 -- 350,000 HUF 5
Practical Driving Exam 1-- 3 weeks 11,000-- 15,000 HUF ( plus instructor car charge)6 License Issuance at
Kormányablak 1 -- 2 weeks(processing )Approx. 6,500 HUF Disclaimer: Costs are estimates and can vary
significantly depending on the driving school, inflation, and whether the trainee needs extra driving lessons
beyond the legal minimum. Tips for International Students and Expats Language Barriers: While many
major driving schools

in Budapest and bigger university cities (like Debrecen, Szeged, and Pécs)provide English-language courses, official
government tests (KRESZ and practical)can often require an authorized translator to be

present if the candidate does not speak Hungarian
. Make certain to validate this policy with the selected driving school beforehand. Perseverance is Key:
Bureaucracy in Hungary can move slowly. Scheduling exams depends upon government schedule,
which can often lead to waiting durations of a couple of weeks between stopping working and retaking
an examination. Keep Documents Updated: Ensure that your Hungarian address card and home permit
remain valid throughout the whole training process,

as ended files will halt your ability to take main examinations. By following these structured actions
and preserving constant study practices, getting a Hungarian chauffeur's license is an entirely
attainable objective.

Safe driving on the Hungarian roads!


