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How to Get a Driving License in Ireland: The Ultimate Step-by-Step
Guide
Protecting a driving license is a major milestone. Whether it is for profession improvement, independence, or the
large convenience of weekend road trips along the Wild Atlantic Way, supporting the wheel in Ireland needs
navigating a structured, multi-step procedure.

The Road Safety Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) handle chauffeur licensing in
Ireland. While the system is created to ensure high standards of roadway security, it can feel a bit administrative
for newbie applicants. This extensive guide breaks down everything a private needs to know to go from complete
newbie to totally licensed chauffeur.

1. The Stages of the Irish Driving License System
Ireland operates a finished licensing system. Motorists can not simply sit a test and receive a complete license;
they must progress through particular stages.

Stage License Type Function/ Description Phase 1 Student Permit Allows the student to drive on public roads
while accompanied by a totally licensed chauffeur, pending the conclusion of lessons and tests. Stage 2 Novice
(N-Plate) Period A two-year restriction duration applied right away after passing the driving test, targeted at
promoting safer driving habits. Stage 3 Complete Driving License The final, unlimited license granted after
surviving the beginner duration.

2. Step One: Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT)
Before anyone can legally support the wheel as a student in Ireland, they should pass the Driver Theory Test.

Eligibility: Applicants should be at least 17 years old for vehicles (Category B).

Format: A computer-based, multiple-choice exam covering roadway indications, rules of the road, and risk
awareness.

How to Prepare: Candidates need to study the official Rules of the Road book and use online practice
platforms.

Booking: Tests can be scheduled online via the official Driver Theory Test website. A cost uses.

Once the test is effectively passed, prospects get a DTT certificate, which is legitimate for two years. This
certificate is compulsory for the next step.

3. Step Two: Apply for the First Learner Permit
With the theory test certificate in hand, the applicant can now look for their Learner Permit through the National
Driver Licence Service (NDLS).

Required Documentation:

1. Pass Certificate: The original Driver Theory Test pass certificate (issued within the last 2 years).
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2. Identity Proof: A legitimate passport or Irish Public Services Card (PSC) linked to a MyGovID account.

3. Evidence of Address: An energy expense, bank statement, or main document dated within the last six
months.

4. Vision Report: A finished NDLS eye report type (required for first-time applicants or those with particular
medical conditions).

5. Photographic Evidence: Passport-sized photographs (unless using a Public Services Card).

6. Fee: The standard fee for a learner permit.

Applications can be sent online (if the candidate has a validated MyGovID and Public Services Card) or in person
by reserving a visit at an NDLS centre.

4. Step Three: Essential Driver Training (EDT) and Practice
As soon as the physical Learner Permit shows up, the holder is legally permitted to drive on Irish roadways,
provided they display L-plates on the front and back of the lorry at all times and are accompanied by somebody
who has actually held a complete driving license for a minimum of 2 years.

Vital Driver Training (EDT)

For category B (car) drivers, finishing 12 Essential Driver Training lessons with an Approved Driving Instructor
(ADI) is mandatory.

Structure: The EDT consists of 12 distinct one-hour lessons, covering whatever from car manages to night
driving and protective strategies.

Logbook: Instructors record progress in an official logbook (or digitally by means of the MyEDT website).

Sponsor Practice: Between formal lessons, students must practice with a sponsor. Nevertheless, relying
exclusively on a sponsor is insufficient; all 12 lessons should be completed and signed off by an ADI.

5. Step Four: The Driving Test
After completing the EDT program and an obligatory six-month waiting period from the date the student license
was released, the driver is eligible to look for the practical driving test.

What to Expect on the Day:

Vehicle Check: The vehicle utilized for the test must be roadworthy, taxed, insured, NCT-compliant, and
display valid L-plates. The inspector will evaluate the automobile's lights, signs, and tyres.

"Show Me, Tell Me" Questions: The tester will ask technical questions about the vehicle's controls and need
the driver to demonstrate specific functions (e.g., how to wash the windscreen or check oil levels).

The Drive: A 35-to-40-minute drive covering numerous roadway types, traffic conditions, and maneuvers
(such as reversing around a corner, a turnabout, and a hill start).

Suggestion: Waiting lists for driving tests can vary considerably. It is recommended to look for the test as quickly
as the mandatory six-month waiting duration is nearing conclusion.

6. Step Five: Getting the Novice (N) Permit and Full License



Passing the dry run is a cause for event, but there are still a few admin steps delegated achieve full driving
freedom.

1. Get the Certificate of Competency: The tester will provide this document right away upon passing.

2. Request the Novice License: Take the certificate, current learner authorization, and supporting files to the
NDLS to update to a Novice (N) License.

3. Display N-Plates: For the very first two years of driving on a full license, motorists must display green N-
plates on their vehicle. This shows to other road users that the driver is reasonably inexperienced and based
on a lower alcohol limit.

4. Graduate to the Full License: After 2 mishap- and penalty-free years as a Novice, the chauffeur can request
their unlimited, full Irish driving license.

Summary Checklist for New Drivers
To ensure a smooth journey through the Irish licensing system, keep this useful list in mind:

Study and pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT).

Collect identity files and request the Learner Permit through the NDLS.

Purchase L-plates and arrange car insurance (called driver or student policy).

Complete all 12 EDT lessons with an ADI.

Wait the necessary 6 months from the permit concern date.

Schedule and pass the practical driving test.

Make an application for the Novice (N) license and screen N-plates for 2 years.

Graduate to a full, unrestricted Irish driving license!

By following these structured steps, staying client, and prioritizing roadway security, obtaining a driving license in
Ireland becomes an uncomplicated and fulfilling experience. Safe driving!


