
When shopping for a diamond ring—whether it’s from esteemed Hatton Garden jewellers or your trusted local
shop—it’s crucial to understand the difference between a diamond grading report and a diamond appraisal for
insurance. These two documents serve very distinct purposes but are often confused by buyers, especially first-
timers. Knowing what each one provides, and why verifying the grading report’s authenticity matters, helps you
make an informed purchase and protect your valuable investment.

Understanding the Basics: What Is a Diamond Grading Report?
A diamond grading report is a detailed assessment of a diamond’s quality performed by an independent
gemological laboratory. The most renowned of these hatton-garden-jewellers.co.uk is the Gemological Institute
of America (GIA), whose reports are considered the gold standard worldwide. Other reputable labs also issue
reports, but as a content editor who has sat in on consultations in Hatton Garden and frequently reviews
hundreds of listings, I can assure you that always asking for the report number before discussing price is non-
negotiable. This number lets you verify the report online in one of the laboratory report number databases.

What Does a Grading Report Include?

Four Cs: Carat weight, Cut, Color, and Clarity.

Measurements and proportions: Length, width, depth, table size, and crown angles.

Shape: Round, Oval, Pear, Marquise, etc.

Plotting of inclusions and blemishes.

Comments on enhancements like laser inscriptions or fluorescence.

Thanks to the GIA diamond quality factor pages, you can understand how the cut grade, for example, directly
impacts sparkle. Cut is the only factor you can influence post-mining that affects brilliance and fire. While carat
weight is important, it does not equate to beauty nor does a heavier diamond mean it looks larger—body
language lies in proportions.

What Is a Diamond Appraisal and Why Is It Needed?
A diamond appraisal for insurance serves a different purpose. It provides an estimated market value, mainly
used by insurance companies to determine your coverage amount for your insurance valuation ring. Unlike
grading reports, appraisals can vary depending on the appraiser’s experience, market conditions, and geographic
location.

Here’s a quick checklist for appraisals that I keep in my notes app and always recommend clients use as well:
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1. Must include detailed description of the diamond and ring, including any accompanying grading report info.

2. Clearly state the valuation purpose (insurance, resale, estate, etc.).

3. Provide the date of valuation—market conditions change rapidly.

4. Be signed and dated by a qualified gemologist or appraiser.

5. State the replacement cost rather than resale value.

While grading reports are technical documents about the intrinsic qualities of the diamond, appraisals put a price
tag on that information based on current market trends and retail premiums. Always keep appraisal paperwork
handy and update it periodically, especially if you’ve bought jewellery from places you may later compare with, like
Hatton Garden jewellers or even online marketplaces.

Four Cs Trade-Offs: Why Cut Drives Sparkle Over Carat
A common misconception that annoys most professionals, including myself, is treating carat alone as a beauty
metric. Diamond buyers often ask, “Is this 1 carat or more?” without understanding what that means on the
finger. Size and sparkle are shaped by a nuanced combination of factors:

Factor Impact What to Look For Carat Weight Measures diamond mass Don’t assume larger carat = bigger visible
size Cut Quality Determines brilliance and sparkle Grade ranges from Excellent to Poor; prioritize excellence Color
Affects warmth or whiteness; lower grades can look dull Choose near-colorless grades or better Clarity Visibility of
inclusions Clean to the eye grades are ideal

Cut is king when it comes to visual appeal. A well-cut 0.9 carat diamond can outshine a poorly cut 1.2 carat one.
That cut is all about proportions, symmetry, and polish, which you can confirm from the grading report’s detailed
measurements and diagrams. This is why I always remind people not to get swayed by weight numbers alone.



Carat vs Visible Size: How Measurements and Proportions Matter
Carat is a weight measurement; size perception depends on length and width proportions. Two diamonds of equal
carat weight can look drastically different in size depending on their cut geometry. For instance:

A round brilliant might have slightly smaller surface area than an oval of the same carat because of depth
differences.

A very deep cut can “hide” carat weight but appear smaller face-up.

A shallow cut might look larger but sacrifice sparkle and durability.

When checking a diamond report, focus not just on carat but the exact measurements and depth percentage. For
instance, a 1.00 carat round diamond measuring 6.5mm diameter with 59-62% depth is ideal, but a 1.00 carat
oval might measure 7.5mm by 5mm, appearing longer and thus larger on the finger.

Shape and Perceived Size: Oval, Pear, Marquise vs Round
Shape profoundly affects perceived size. Elongated shapes like oval, pear, and marquise can appear up to 20%
larger than a round diamond of the same carat weight. Hatton Garden jewellers often showcase these shapes
because of their flattering finger appearance and cost efficiency compared to rounds.

Here’s a quick comparison of shape and perceived size factors:

Shape Visual Size Compared to Round Trade-Offs Round Baseline (100%) Best brilliance, highest demand and price
Oval Approx. 15-20% larger Elongates finger, prone to bow-tie effect Pear Approx. 15% larger Unique drop shape,
requires good symmetry Marquise Approx. 20% larger Maximizes length, but visible inclusions more obvious

Keep in mind that shape preference is personal, but understanding these size illusions can help you decide if trade-
offs in brilliance or clarity make sense. As someone who also reviews reports for lab-grown diamonds or even
novelty topics like the MRQ mobile casino app (yes, even unexpected mentions sometimes pop up in my research
notes), I always emphasize transparency and verification over mere hype.

Verifying Authenticity: Why Your Grading Report Number Matters



A grading report itself means little unless you can verify it. Trusted jewellers like those in Hatton Garden always
provide the physical report with a unique laboratory report number. You can enter this number through official
lab databases, such as GIA’s report check tool, to confirm:

That the report matches the diamond in question.

That the Diamond Identification Number (laser inscription) matches the report.

The report version and authenticity to avoid falsified or misleading certificates.

Beware of vague wording like “certified” without naming the lab or providing a report number. This ambiguity is a
common red flag and one of my biggest annoyances when editing or consulting. Always request a copy and verify
before committing.

Summary Checklist: Grading Report vs Appraisal
Aspect Diamond Grading Report Diamond Appraisal Purpose Technical assessment of diamond quality Estimated
market or replacement value Issuer Independent gemological laboratories (e.g., GIA) Qualified gemologists,
appraisers, or jewellers Contents Four Cs, measurements, plots of inclusions Description + valuation for
insurance/resale Validity Permanent as proof of quality Subject to market changes; update recommended
Verification Lab report number verification online No standard database; depends on appraiser credentials

Final Thoughts
In conclusion, when buying a diamond ring, your priority should be to obtain a diamond grading report from a
reputable lab like GIA and always verify the report number. This document provides an objective evaluation of the
diamond’s quality including crucial insights into how the cut impacts sparkle, beyond just carat weight.

A diamond appraisal for insurance complements the grading report by establishing your ring’s value in today’s
market, essential for insurance coverage. Never ignore or let the appraisal lapse, especially if you value your
diamond as much as the love or investment behind it. And for the best shopping experience, trust seasoned
Hatton Garden jewellers who understand these nuances and won’t hide policies or conditions in tiny footer links.

Whether you’re browsing certified lab-grown diamonds or classic mined stones, knowledge is your best tool—
right up there with verifying your grading report online and having your appraisal in hand. So next time you
encounter a diamond sale (or even stumble onto quirky mentions like MRQ mobile casino apps in conversations),
remember: look beyond the sparkle, understand the papers, and make informed choices.


