
Mastering the Art of the Suspending Jerkbait

Why a Suspending Jerkbait Deserves a Spot in Your Tackle
Among the many lures in a bass angler's collection, few offer the same combination of
versatility and subtle action as a suspending jerkbait. Unlike floating or sinking versions, these
lures hang motionless in the water column when you stop reeling. That neutral buoyancy opens
up a range of presentations that can make a real difference when fish are finicky or pressured.

Understanding what makes a suspending jerkbait different from other minnow-style lures is the
first step to using it effectively. The key is in the internal ballast system, often a weight transfer
system that shifts as you cast and retrieve. This design helps the lure achieve a stable,
horizontal hover at whatever depth you work it. When paused, the lure simply stops, with no
upward float or downward sink. That moment of stillness is what draws strikes from bass that
have seen every fast-moving plug in the book.

How the Action Works

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kv_82B-Ef2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kv_82B-Ef2w


A suspending jerkbait is built around a tight wobble and a sharp snapback action. The tight
wobble means the lure vibrates in a compact range, staying close to its own centerline. It does
not roll or wobble wildly side to side. This profile mimics a wounded or disoriented baitfish
more closely than a wide-wobbling crankbait. The snapback action refers to how quickly the
lure returns to its straight-line path after you twitch the rod tip. A good suspending jerkbait will
snap back into alignment almost instantly, creating a flash of movement that triggers a
reaction strike.

To get the most from this action, you need a rod with a moderate fast or extra-fast tip. A longer
rod, around 6'10" to 7'6", gives you better leverage for the long sweeping jerks that make the
lure dart sideways. Braided line or fluorocarbon in the 12- to 17-pound range works well
because it has low stretch and transmits your twitches directly to the lure. The retrieve is not a
steady crank. Instead, you make a series of sharp rod tips, then pause. The length of the pause
can vary from a second to ten seconds, depending on water temperature and fish activity.

When and Where to Throw It
The suspending jerkbait shines in clear water, especially during the pre-spawn and post-spawn
periods when bass are relating to shallow flats, points, and creek channels. In spring, when
water temperatures are between 48 and 62 degrees, bass often hold in staging areas just off
the bank. A suspending jerkbait worked with a slow cadence can be deadly. The lure hovers
right in their strike zone, and the pause gives them time to decide to eat.



In summer, the same lure works over submerged grass beds, along ledges, and around deep
docks. The key is to match the depth of your retrieve to the depth of the fish. Since a
suspending jerkbait does not rise or sink on its own, you control depth through the angle of
your rod tip and the speed of your retrieve. Pointing the rod down and reeling slowly keeps the
lure deep. Lifting the rod tip brings it shallower. This control is a major advantage when fish are
suspended at a specific depth and refuse to move up or down.

Fall brings another prime window. As shad and other baitfish move into creeks and coves, bass
follow. A suspending jerkbait that imitates a dying shad, with a slow, erratic retrieve, can trigger
aggressive strikes. In winter, when metabolism slows, the long pause becomes even more



important. Let the lure sit for five or six seconds between twitches. That hover can be the only
thing that gets a lethargic bass to open its mouth.

Fine-Tuning Buoyancy

No suspending jerkbait comes perfectly tuned out of the box for every condition. Water
temperature, barometric pressure, and line diameter all affect whether the lure actually
suspends or slowly floats up. A common adjustment is to add a suspend strip. These thin,
adhesive-backed strips of dense material stick to the belly of the lure. By trimming and placing
them in small increments, you can dial in the exact buoyancy you want. A strip near the head
keeps the nose down. A strip near the tail keeps the tail down. Experiment until the lure hangs
perfectly level in the water at rest.

Another adjustment is changing hooks. Many suspending jerkbaits come with standard trebles,
but switching to a bent belly hook can alter the balance. A bent belly hook has a slight curve
that shifts the center of gravity forward, helping the lure suspend more reliably and also giving
a slightly wider wobble. Some anglers also add a split ring to the line tie or swap the front
treble for a heavier gauge. Each change affects the action, so test each modification on the
water before committing.

https://www.motherbaits.com/


Sound and Flash Triggers

Internal rattles are a common feature in suspending jerkbaits designed for murkier water or for
adding vibration. A single rattle chamber with a few small beads creates a subtle clicking
sound when the lure jerks. In clear water, a silent lure often works better because it does not
spook wary fish. Many brands offer both silent and rattling versions of the same profile.

A feathered rear treble is another option that can add a touch of lifelike movement. The
feathers pulse on the pause, giving the impression of a baitfish's tail fin working to hold
position. This can be especially effective when fish are following the lure but not committing.
The feathers give them a tiny target to focus on, sometimes triggering a last-second bite.



Color selection follows the same logic as other hard baits. Natural patterns like silver, shad, or
perch work in clear water. Bright colors like chartreuse, pink, or clown patterns stand out in
stained water or low light. A few manufacturers produce suspending jerkbaits with translucent
bodies and a holographic foil insert that flashes in the sun. That flash, combined with the tight
wobble, can draw fish from a surprising distance.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Setting the hook too early. Many anglers jerk the rod as soon as they feel a tap.
Instead, wait a split second until you feel the weight of the fish. A suspending jerkbait
often gets inhaled on the pause, so a delayed hook set improves the catch ratio.

Using too much rod tip. A sharp, short twitch is all you need. A full arm swing pulls the
lure out of its zone and makes it look unnatural.

Reeling while jerking. The lure should move forward only from the rod tip, not from
reeling. Reel only during the pause to take up slack.

These mistakes are easy to make, especially when you are excited about a follow or a swirl.
Slowing down and focusing on each component of the retrieve - twitch, pause, reel, repeat -
pays off quickly.



Putting It All Together
The real strength of suspending jerkbaits lies in their ability to mimic a baitfish that is just
holding in place, not fleeing. In pressured fisheries, this subtlety can be the difference between
a day of follows and a day of hookups. Learning to read the water, adjust the lure's buoyancy,
and vary your cadence will turn this bait into a reliable tool across seasons.

Start with a quality suspending jerkbait in a natural finish. Spend a few minutes tuning it in the
kitchen sink or a bucket of water to see how it sits. Then take it to a clear-water lake and
practice the twitch-pause rhythm until it becomes second nature. The more you fish it, the
more you will discover when to speed up and when to let it sit. That feel, developed over time,
is what makes the suspending jerkbait a constant companion on the water.


