Why Older Brick Homes Need A Different Approach

A brick house from the 1950s, 60s, or 70s can seem simple enough until the old windows come out and the

framing starts showing its age.

Brick does not forgive sloppy measurements, and decades of settling can make one opening slightly out of

square while the next one is a touch smaller than expected.

That decision affects labor, finishing work, appearance, and cost, so it should be based on the condition of the

opening, not just on price.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

When Repair Stops Making Sense

Usually, the first clues are practical: hot rooms in the afternoon, rattling sashes, paint failure, water stains, or

windows that will not stay open without a fight.

The result is often a room that feels noticeably warmer than the rest of the house and an air conditioner that runs

longer than it should.
There are also signs that point to structural movement, not just old hardware.
Fogging between the panes is another common clue.

Hail can also change the equation fast.

Choosing Windows That Fit North Texas Conditions

For most homes, that means paying close attention to frame material, glass package, and how the window

operates in real use.

If you are comparing vinyl vs fiberglass windows for extreme Texas heat, the practical difference is often long-

term stability.

What is the best low-E glass for North Texas homes depends on how much sun the elevation takes and how

much heat you are trying to block.

A good installer should be able to explain how the chosen package handles summer glare, heat, and comfort, not

just U-factor on paper.

In older brick houses, the best fit is usually the one that respects the original openings instead of forcing a style

that looks out of place.

Insert units are less disruptive when the frame is solid and square enough to support them, while full-frame

replacement makes more sense when rot, damage, or past patchwork has compromised the opening.

Approval Issues That Can Slow A Project Down

If the replacement alters the structure or opening size, plan on checking requirements before materials are

ordered.



Window replacement rules for historic districts in Dallas like Swiss Avenue and Munger Place can be stricter than

standard residential guidelines because the exterior appearance is part of the district character.
That does not mean every older brick home is under the same level of review.

That said, if a window is failing badly or leaking, waiting for ideal weather is not always the right call.

What Drives Price On Older Dallas Brick Homes

A simple insert replacement can land in one range, while a full-frame project on an older brick home with repair

work, trim finishing, or custom sizing can cost materially more.
Several factors push the total up or down.
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On older homes, the better question is not just price, but how the installer plans to handle the opening if it is out
of square, oversized, or damaged.

How long does window installation take for a Dallas home depends on the number of windows, the condition of

the frame, and whether the job is insert or full-frame.

How much can new windows lower electric bills in Dallas depends on the rest of the envelope, the old window

condition, and the house orientation.

For older brick homes, careful installation is the difference between a clean upgrade and a new problem hidden
behind fresh trim.
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