
Steps to Take After a Semi-Truck Accident
Being involved in a collision with a large truck is a frightening experience. The sheer size and
weight of these vehicles mean the aftermath can be overwhelming, both physically and
emotionally. You might be dealing with injuries, vehicle damage, and a confusing set of
insurance procedures. Knowing what to do in the moments and days after the crash can make
a significant difference in how smoothly things go, especially if you need to file a claim for
compensation.

This article walks through the practical steps you should consider taking after a semi-truck
accident. It covers what to do at the scene, how to gather information, and what to expect
when dealing with trucking companies and their insurers. The goal is to help you feel more
prepared and informed, not overwhelmed by the process.

Immediate Steps at the Scene
Your health and safety come first. If you are able, move your vehicle to a safe location out of
traffic, if it is safe to do so. Otherwise, stay where you are with your seatbelt fastened and turn
on your hazard lights. Call 911 immediately to report the accident. Even if injuries seem minor,
a police report creates an official record of the incident, which is valuable later.

While waiting for emergency responders, do not discuss fault or liability with the truck driver or
anyone else. Stick to the facts: exchange names, contact information, and insurance details.
Avoid saying things like "I'm sorry" or "I didn't see you," as these can be misinterpreted later.
The police will document the scene, and that report will be an important piece of evidence.

View the location on Google Maps

Gathering Evidence
If you are physically able and it is safe to do so, start collecting evidence. Take photographs
and videos of the accident scene from multiple angles. Capture the positions of the vehicles,
damage to both the truck and your car, skid marks, road conditions, traffic signs, and any
visible injuries. These visuals help reconstruct what happened.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Bellevue%20Accident%20Lawyers


Also get the truck driver's commercial driver's license number, the truck's license plate, and the
company name displayed on the vehicle. Note the truck's USDOT number, which is usually
printed on the side of the cab. This number is linked to the trucking company's safety record
and can be useful later. If there are witnesses, ask for their names and phone numbers. The
more information you have at the scene, the stronger your case will be when you start working
on your semi-truck accident claim.

Medical Attention and Documentation
Even if you feel fine immediately after the crash, some injuries take hours or days to appear.
Adrenaline can mask pain, and conditions like whiplash, concussions, or soft tissue damage



might not be obvious right away. Seek medical evaluation as soon as possible. A doctor can
document your injuries, which creates a medical record linking them to the accident. This is
critical for any potential claim.

Keep a journal of your symptoms, pain levels, and any limitations you experience in daily
activities. Note missed work days, medical appointments, and how the accident has affected
your life. This personal record complements the official medical records and helps illustrate the
real impact of the crash.

Bellevue Accident Lawyers is also on LinkedIn.

Dealing with Insurance Companies
Trucking companies typically carry substantial insurance policies, but their claims process can
be more complex than a standard auto claim. The trucking company's insurer will likely contact
you soon after the accident, sometimes within hours. They may ask for a recorded statement
or try to settle quickly. Be cautious. Insurance adjusters are trained to minimize payouts, and
anything you say can be used against you later.

You are not required to give a recorded statement without consulting a lawyer. It is often wise
to politely decline and say you will provide information through your attorney. Focus on
preserving evidence and documenting everything. If you have your own auto insurance, notify
them of the accident as well, but understand that their primary role may be to handle your own
vehicle damage while the trucking company's insurer addresses liability for injuries.

Understanding Liability
Determining fault in a semi-truck accident is not always straightforward. The truck driver might
be at fault, but the trucking company could also share responsibility if they failed to maintain
the vehicle, hired an unqualified driver, or violated hours-of-service regulations. Federal and
state regulations govern trucking companies, and violations of those rules can be strong
evidence of negligence.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/select-law/


Factors that can affect liability include driver fatigue, improper loading of cargo, mechanical
failures, or distracted driving. The police report and any citations issued at the scene will
provide a starting point, but a deeper investigation may be needed to uncover all contributing
factors. This is where having legal representation can help, as an attorney experienced in
trucking accidents knows what records to request and how to analyze them.

The Role of a Personal Injury Attorney
Navigating a semi-truck accident claim involves dealing with multiple parties: the trucking
company, its insurer, possibly the truck's owner if it is leased, and your own insurance. The
legal landscape is complicated, and mistakes can jeopardize your ability to recover fair



compensation. An attorney who handles personal injury cases involving large trucks can guide
you through the process, protect your rights, and negotiate with the insurance companies on
your behalf.

They can also help calculate the full value of your claim. This includes not just immediate
medical bills and property damage, but also future medical costs, lost earning capacity, pain
and suffering, and other long-term effects. Insurance companies often try to minimize these
figures, so having an advocate who understands the true impact of your injuries is important.

When choosing an attorney, look for someone with experience in trucking accident cases. They
should be familiar with the specific regulations that govern the trucking industry, such as
hours-of-service rules, maintenance requirements, and cargo loading standards. This
knowledge can be critical in building a strong case.

What to Expect During the Claims Process
The timeline for resolving a semi-truck accident claim varies. Some cases settle within months,
while others take longer if liability is disputed or if injuries are severe. During this time, you will
likely be asked to provide medical records, employment information, and documentation of
your losses. The other side may also request a deposition, where you answer questions under
oath.

https://search.google.com/local/reviews?placeid=ChIJb6lLAOBtkFQRXZSW57Tvlyc&authuser=0&hl=en&gl=US




Patience is key, but also stay proactive. Keep copies of everything you submit and maintain a
timeline of events. If the insurance company makes a settlement offer, do not accept it without
understanding the full extent of your damages. A quick settlement might not cover future
medical needs or lost wages, and once you accept, you typically cannot ask for more later.

Bellevue Accident Lawyers, located at 2223 112th Ave NE Ste 202, Bellevue, WA 98004, USA,
and reachable at +1 206-591-4919, is part of Select Law, which provides personal injury
representation and free consultations for people injured in accidents in Washington, Oregon,
and Arizona.


