How to Approach Wind Damage Roof Repair After
a Storm

When the wind finally dies down after a big storm, the quiet can feel almost as unsettling as
the noise. You step outside, dreading what you might find. For homeowners in Texas, that
dread is often justified. Wind damage is one of the most common and most destructive forces
a roof can face. It does not always announce itself with a dramatic crash. Sometimes it is a
lifted shingle, a bent flashing edge, or a slow roof leak that shows up days later. Understanding
how to handle wind damage roof repair starts long before the next storm hits.

What Wind Actually Does to a Roof

Wind is not just about blowing things off. It creates pressure differences that pull at the roof
deck from below. When wind speeds hit 50 or 60 miles per hour, the uplift force on a roof can
exceed several hundred pounds per square foot. That is enough to peel back shingles, loosen
flashing, and even lift entire sections of a flat roof membrane. In older homes, the damage is
often worse because the original installation may not have used enough fasteners or the right
roofing materials for the local climate.

Common Types of Wind Damage

The most visible sign is missing or displaced shingles. But wind can also cause nail pops,
where the nail heads push up through the shingle surface because the decking below has
moved. Nail pops are a red flag. They mean the roof deck itself may have shifted, and that kind
of movement often creates hidden damage. Wind can also drive debris into the roof surface. A
single branch or piece of metal roofing that gets airborne can punch a hole in the most well-
maintained roof. And once that happens, water intrusion is almost certain.

Another issue is edge damage. The perimeter of a roof, especially on a metal roof or flat roof,
is the first place wind finds a grip. If the edge flashing or drip edge was not installed correctly,
wind can get underneath and start peeling the roofing material back. That kind of damage
progresses fast. A small loose corner can turn into a full section of exposed decking within an
hour of high wind.

First Steps After You Spot Wind Damage

If you see damage, do not wait. A roof leak can ruin insulation, drywall, and flooring in a single
rain event. But do not rush up there yourself either. Wind damage often leaves the roof surface
unstable. Loose shingles, cracked tiles, or lifted metal panels can shift under your weight. Call
a professional roofing contractor for a roof inspection. Most reputable companies, including



those in Austin, offer a free inspection. That is a good starting point. They will assess the
damage, check for hidden issues, and give you a clear picture of what needs to happen next.

Document everything. Take photos of the damage from the ground and from a ladder if it is
safe. Note the date and time of the storm. This documentation is critical if you plan to file an
insurance claim. Your insurance adjuster will want to see proof of the damage and its cause.
Wind damage roof repair claims are common in Texas, but they require clear evidence that the

damage came from wind, not from wear and tear.

Working With Insurance After Storm Damage

Filing an insurance claim for storm damage can feel overwhelming. But it does not have to be.
Start by reviewing your policy. Most standard homeowners policies cover wind damage, but
some have separate deductibles for wind or hail damage. Check your coverage before you call.
When you do call, be ready with your documentation and a list of the damage you have
observed.

Your insurance adjuster will schedule a visit. They will inspect the roof and estimate the cost of
repairs. But here is where many homeowners make a mistake. The adjuster works for the
insurance company, not for you. Their job is to minimize the payout. That is why it helps to
have your own roofing contractor present during the inspection. A good contractor can point
out damage the adjuster might miss, like subtle nail pops or compromised flashing. They can
also provide a detailed estimate that reflects the real cost of repair, including the price of
current roofing materials and labor in your area.

This is also the time to be wary of storm chasers. After any major wind event, contractors from
outside the area flood in. They offer quick repairs and low prices, but they often lack proper
licensing, insurance, or knowledge of local building codes. They may also disappear after the
check clears, leaving you with a poor repair and no recourse. Always verify that your roofing
contractor is licensed in Texas and has a physical address in your community. A local company
that offers 24/7 response and understands the specific weather patterns in Austin is far more
reliable than an out-of-town crew.

The Repair Process for Wind Damage

Once the insurance adjuster has approved the claim, the real work begins. The scope of wind
damage roof repair depends on the extent of the damage. For minor damage, shingle
replacement and re-securing loose flashing may be enough. For more severe damage, the
contractor may need to replace sections of the roof deck, install new underlayment, and apply
fresh roofing materials. In some cases, the entire roof covering needs to be replaced.


https://austinroofingcompany.com/services/storm-damage-roof-repair-austin-tx

A proper repair starts with a thorough roof inspection. The contractor will check for hidden
damage, such as water stains on the decking or rot in the plywood. They will also look at the
condition of the flashing around chimneys, vents, and skylights. These areas are vulnerable to
wind damage because they create interruptions in the roof surface. If the flashing is
compromised, it must be repaired or replaced to prevent future roof leaks.

Before any work begins, the contractor should pull a roofing permit if one is required by your
local municipality. Austin and many other Texas cities require permits for roof replacement and
major repairs. A permit ensures that the work meets current building codes and that the repairs
will be inspected by the city. Skipping the permit can cause problems later, especially if you sell
the house or need to file another insurance claim.

Materials Matter

The choice of roofing materials matters. Not all shingles or metal panels perform the same in
high wind. Asphalt shingles with a high wind rating, for example, are designed to resist uplift
better than standard ones. Metal roofs with concealed fasteners and interlocking seams are
more wind-resistant than those with exposed fasteners. A good contractor will recommend
materials that match the wind exposure of your specific property. They will also ensure that the
installation follows the manufacturer's specifications, which is required to keep the roof
warranty valid.

Preventing Future Wind Damage

After your repair is done, think about prevention. The best time to improve your roof's wind
resistance is during the repair. Ask your contractor about upgrading the fastening schedule.
Many roofs are installed with the minimum number of nails required by code. Adding more
fasteners can significantly increase the roof's ability to stay put during high wind. Also consider
installing a secondary water barrier, often called ice and water shield, under the shingles. This
membrane provides backup protection if the wind blows shingles off. It can mean the
difference between a small repair and a major interior water damage claim.

Regular maintenance also helps. Inspect your roof at least twice a year, especially after any
storm that brings high wind or hail damage. Look for loose shingles, raised nail heads, and
gaps around flashing. Trim back tree branches that could fall on the roof. Clean gutters and
downspouts so water can drain freely. A well-maintained roof is far more likely to survive a
wind event with minimal damage.

When to Call for Help



Not every wind damage roof repair is an emergency. But if you notice a roof leak, sagging
ceiling, or visible daylight through the roof deck, you need a professional immediately. Many
roofing contractors offer 24/7 response for exactly these situations. A temporary tarp can
prevent further water damage until permanent repairs can be made. Do not ignore the problem.
Wind damage only gets worse with time, and what starts as a small issue can become a major
structural problem if left untreated.

Living in Texas means living with the possibility of severe weather. But knowing how to
respond when the wind stops can save you money, stress, and a lot of trouble. Focus on
getting a thorough roof inspection, working with a trusted local contractor, documenting
everything for your insurance claim, and making repairs that will last. That approach turns a
stressful situation into a manageable one and helps ensure your home stays dry and safe
through whatever weather comes next.



