
A Smoker's Guide to Esse Cigarettes: Taste,
Quality, and Where to Buy in Australia

The Korean Influence on Australian Smoking Habits
For years, the Australian cigarette market has been dominated by familiar names like Marlboro,
Winfield, and Peter Jackson. Walk into any convenience store, and those are the packs you see
lined up behind the counter. But over the last decade, a quieter shift has taken place. Smokers,
particularly those who value a lighter, more aromatic smoke, have started gravitating toward
Korean brands. And at the front of that movement sit Esse cigarettes.

I remember the first time a friend handed me an Esse pack. The slim design was unusual,
almost elegant compared to the standard king-size boxes I was used to. The first drag was
surprising, smooth without being weak, flavorful without being heavy. It was a different
experience, one that made me curious about where these cigarettes came from and how they
fit into the broader landscape of Australian cigarettes.

What Makes Esse Cigarettes Stand Out
Esse cigarettes are produced by Korea Tomorrow & Global Corporation, better known as KT&G.
They are not a niche product; in South Korea, they are among the top-selling brands, competing
directly with global giants like Marlboro and Davidoff. The brand has built a reputation for using
high-quality tobacco blends and innovative filter technology. Many smokers describe the taste
as clean and mild, with a subtle sweetness that sets it apart from the bolder, earthier profiles of
Australian cigarettes like Winfield or Longbeach.

The slim format is another defining feature. These are not the standard 8mm diameter
cigarettes most Australians are used to. The narrower body, often called "slims" or
"superslims," appeals to smokers who want a lighter draw and a more refined aesthetic. The
tobacco burn is generally slower, which means a single cigarette can last longer than a
standard one. For someone who enjoys the ritual of smoking but wants to moderate their
intake, that difference matters.

Flavor Profiles: From Classic to Menthol
Esse cigarettes come in several variants, with the most popular being the original blue pack
and the menthol green pack. The classic Esse offers a smooth, slightly sweet tobacco flavor
with very little harshness. It pairs well with coffee or tea, and many smokers find it a reliable
everyday smoke. The menthol variant delivers a cool, crisp finish that is refreshing without
being overpowering, unlike some other menthol brands that can taste medicinal.

https://www.cigarettenearby.com/pages/brands


For Australian smokers who have grown up on brands like Bond Street or JPS, the Esse flavor
profile can be an adjustment. It is less robust, more subtle. But that is precisely why it has
found a loyal following. Smokers who find Australian cigarettes too dry or heavy often switch
to Esse as a lighter alternative. It is also a popular choice among those who smoke
occasionally and want something that does not linger as strongly on the breath or clothes.

Comparing Esse to Australian Classics
Australia has a rich history of cigarette manufacturing and consumption. Brands like Champion
and White Ox have been staples for decades, particularly among smokers who prefer rolling
their own. Loose tobacco remains popular, partly because it offers an alternative to the high
cigarette taxes that make ready-made packs expensive. But for those who prefer factory-made
cigarettes, the choice often comes down to Marlboro, Winfield, or Peter Jackson. Each has its
own loyal base.

Where does Esse fit into that picture? It occupies a middle ground. It is not as heavy as
Winfield Red, not as light as some of the ultra-light variants of Peter Jackson. It offers a flavor
that is distinctively Korean, with a smoothness that many Australian smokers find novel. For
someone accustomed to Davidoff, Esse might taste a bit lighter, but the quality of the tobacco
is comparable. The brand has carved out a niche for itself among smokers who are tired of the
same old options and want something different.

Nicotine Content and Smoking Experience
One of the first questions smokers ask about any new brand is about nicotine strength. Esse
cigarettes generally contain moderate nicotine levels, comparable to standard Australian
brands. The slim design means the nicotine delivery can feel a bit softer, because less tobacco
is burned per puff. However, the slow burn rate can compensate, as the smoking session lasts
longer. For someone who is used to a quick, strong hit from a standard cigarette, Esse might
require a slight adjustment. But for many, that slower, more measured pace becomes part of
the appeal.

It is worth noting that nicotine content varies by variant. Some Esse products are designed to
be lighter, while others are more full-flavored. Checking the pack details is always a good idea,
especially for smokers who are sensitive to nicotine levels or are trying to manage their
consumption.

Where to Buy Esse Cigarettes in Australia
Finding Esse cigarettes in Australia used to be a challenge. They were not widely stocked in
major supermarket chains or petrol stations. But that has changed. Specialist tobacco



retailers, including online tobacco stores, now carry a range of imported brands, and Esse is
often a top seller. For adult smokers who prefer to shop from home, cigarette delivery services
have made it easy to order Esse cigarettes along with other favorites like Marlboro, Bond
Street, or rolling papers for loose tobacco.

An online tobacco store offers several advantages. The selection tends to be broader than
what you find in a physical shop. You can compare prices across different variants, read
product descriptions, and have your order delivered directly to your door. This is especially
useful for smokers in remote areas or those who simply do not have time to visit a store during
operating hours. Fast delivery options mean you are never left without your preferred brand for
long.

The Role of Cigarette Taxes and Pricing
Australia has some of the highest cigarette taxes in the world. This directly affects the price of
every pack, whether it is an Australian brand like Champion or an imported one like Esse. The
cost of a pack of Esse cigarettes in Australia can be higher than in other countries, partly due
to import duties and partly due to the same excise taxes that apply to domestic brands.
Smokers who are price-sensitive often look for deals or buy in bulk to save money. Online
retailers sometimes offer discounts on multi-pack purchases, which can help offset the high
cost.

It is also worth considering the impact of plain packaging laws. In Australia, all cigarette packs
must be sold in standardized drab olive brown with graphic health warnings. This applies to
imported brands as well. So the distinctive Esse branding you might see in international photos
is not visible on Australian shelves. The cigarettes themselves, however, remain the same. The
taste, the slim design, and the quality do not change just because the packaging does.

Pairing Esse with Rolling Tobacco and Accessories
Not every smoker sticks exclusively to factory-made cigarettes. Many enjoy the ritual of rolling
their own. For those who like to switch between ready-made and loose tobacco, having a good
selection of rolling papers and a consistent supply of both is important. Brands like White Ox
and Champion are popular choices for loose tobacco. But even among roll-your-own
enthusiasts, Esse cigarettes have found a place as a convenient option when you want a quick,
consistent smoke without the effort of rolling.

Some smokers also pair their cigarettes with menthol products or flavored accessories. Esse's
menthol variant is particularly popular in the summer months, offering a cooling sensation that
pairs well with a cold drink. For those who prefer a more traditional taste, the classic Esse is a
reliable companion.



A Final Word on Esse Cigarettes
After spending time with Esse cigarettes, I understand why they have gained a following. They
offer a different kind of smoking experience, one that emphasizes smoothness and subtlety
over raw strength. They are not a replacement for the bold Australian classics, but they are a
welcome addition to the range of options available to adult smokers. Whether you are a
longtime smoker looking to try something new, or someone who has always preferred
imported brands, Esse is worth considering.

For those in Australia, the easiest way to get your hands on a pack is through a reliable online
tobacco store that offers cigarette delivery. Check the selection, compare prices, and if you are
curious, buy a pack. You might find that Esse cigarettes become a regular part of your rotation,
right alongside your old favorites.


