
Finding Your Perfect Companion: A Guide to Top
Writing Notebooks
I have spent more years than I care to count testing notebooks. It started as a simple habit: I
would grab whatever was on sale at the drugstore and fill it with drafts, grocery lists, and half-
baked ideas. But over time I learned that the wrong notebook can kill a writing session faster
than a dead pen. The paper bleeds, the binding cracks, the pages refuse to lie flat. When you
are trying to capture a scene or wrestle with a sentence, those small frustrations add up. So I
started searching for the top writing notebooks that actually support the work instead of
fighting it.

This is not a ranking. I do not believe one notebook rules them all. What works for a poet who
writes with a fountain pen is different from what works for a journalist scribbling in a diner. But
after testing dozens of brands across years of real use, I have a few clear favorites. Each one
earns its place for specific reasons.

What Makes a Notebook Good for Writing
Before I get into specific brands, let me explain what I look for. Paper quality is the first thing. I
need a surface that handles ink without feathering or bleeding through to the other side. A
smooth finish matters too; I do not want a drag that slows my hand. Then there is binding. A
notebook that does not open flat is a nuisance. I want a spine that lets me lay the book open
on a table without fighting it. And I prefer some kind of page structure. A dot grid is my favorite
because it gives me a guide for lines and spacing without being as intrusive as a ruled page.

I also care about portability. A notebook I am afraid to take out of the house is not useful. It
needs to survive being shoved into a bag, pulled out in a coffee shop, and occasionally dropped
in the rain. The cover does not have to be indestructible, but it should handle normal use
without falling apart.

Leuchtturm1917: The Workhorse
If I had to pick one notebook for daily writing, it would be a Leuchtturm1917. The paper is a
smooth 80 gsm that handles most fountain pen inks well. I have used it with a TWSBI fountain
pen and a Pilot G2 without issues. The pages are numbered, which I find useful for keeping a
writing log, and there is a table of contents at the front. The dot grid option is clean and
unobtrusive. The lay-flat binding is not perfect; it takes a little breaking in. But after a few
pages, the book stays open on its own. It is a solid, reliable choice that belongs on any list of
top writing notebooks.
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Moleskine: The Classic with Limits
Moleskine is the brand everyone knows. I have used them for years, and I still keep one in my
bag for quick notes. But I have to be honest about their paper. It is thin, around 70 gsm, and the
ivory color is warm and pleasant. But it bleeds with wet fountain pens and even some gel pens
if you press hard. The elastic closure on the hardcover Classic is fine, but the binding does not
lie completely flat. For pencil or ballpoint writers, Moleskine works fine. For anyone using a
fountain pen or a heavy hand, there are better options. I still recommend Moleskine for travel or
short-form writing, but I would not call it one of the top writing notebooks for serious longhand
work.

Rhodia and Clairefontaine: The Paper Specialists
Rhodia notebooks use Clairefontaine paper, which is 90 gsm and coated for fountain pen use.
The paper is bright white, which I sometimes find too stark, but the performance is undeniable.
Ink sits on the surface and dries clean. The orange cover is iconic, and the spiral or staple
binding keeps pages secure. I use a Rhodia pad for drafting because the paper is so forgiving.
Clairefontaine makes similar quality in their own branded notebooks, with a range of grid and
dot grid options. If paper performance is your top priority, these are among the top writing
notebooks available.



Field Notes: Rugged and Pocket-Sized
Field Notes notebooks are small, tough, and designed for on-the-go writing. The covers are
thick cardstock, and the paper is a 70 lb lightweight stock that holds up to pencil and ballpoint
well. Fountain pen users will see bleedthrough, but that is not what these notebooks are for. I
keep one in my jacket pocket for capturing dialogue or ideas when I am out walking. The graph
paper ruling is tight and useful for sketching layouts. They are not perfect for long writing
sessions, but they are indispensable for quick capture.

Hobonichi Techo: The Planner-Writer Hybrid
The Hobonichi Techo uses Tomoe River paper, which is incredibly thin but surprisingly strong. I
can write on both sides of a page with a wet fountain pen and see only faint ghosting, no
bleedthrough. The book itself is a daily planner, but many writers use it as a journal because
the dated pages create a gentle structure. The paper has a slight texture that feels wonderful
under a nib. The binding is thread-stitched and lies completely flat. It is expensive and the
format is specific, but for daily writing practice, it is one of the top writing notebooks I have
ever used.

Midori MD: Minimalism Done Right
Midori MD notebooks are simple, uncoated, and beautiful. The paper is a cream-colored 80
gsm that has a soft, almost cotton-like feel. It is a pleasure to write on with a fountain pen. The
cover is lightweight cardstock, and the binding is thread-stitched, so the book opens flat from
the first page. There are no frills: no page numbers, no table of contents. Just blank or dot grid
pages waiting to be filled. I use a Midori MD for longer essays and journal entries. It is a pure
writing experience.

Archer & Olive and Notebook Therapy: The Modern Options
Archer & Olive makes hardcover notebooks with 120 gsm paper that can handle almost any
ink, including heavy fountain pen writing. The pages are thick and bright white, and the covers
come in beautiful designs. They are heavy for carrying around, but excellent for desk use.
Notebook Therapy offers similar quality with a focus on aesthetic covers and 100 gsm paper.
Both brands use lay-flat binding and include dot grid options. They are relatively new compared
to the classics, but they have earned a place among the top writing notebooks for writers who
want a sturdy, ink-proof surface.



Baron Fig: Simple and Well-Built
Baron Fig notebooks have a clean, modern design and 90 gsm paper that handles fountain
pens well. The dot grid is precise, and the cover is a soft-touch material that feels nice in the
hand. The binding is sewn and opens flat. I have used their Confidant notebook for a full year
of daily writing, and it held up without any loose pages. It is a straightforward, dependable
choice.

Dingbats: Eco-Friendly and Functional
Dingbats notebooks use 100 gsm paper that is vegan and made from sustainable sources. The
paper is smooth and handles ink well. The cover is a soft, cork-like material, and the binding is
lay-flat. I appreciate the environmental focus, but the paper quality is what keeps me coming
back. It is thick enough for any pen, and the dot grid is printed in a soft gray that does not
distract. A solid alternative to Leuchtturm1917.

Rocketbook: The Reusable Option



Rocketbook is different. It uses synthetic paper that works with Pilot Frixion pens, and you can
wipe the pages clean with a damp cloth and reuse the notebook. I was skeptical, but I tested it
for brainstorming and rough drafts. The writing experience is not the same as paper, but it is
close enough for planning and quick notes. It is not for final drafts or journaling, but it is useful
for iterative writing. It earns a mention here because it solves a real problem for writers who go
through notebooks quickly.

Peter Pauper Press and Strathmore: The Artisans
Peter Pauper Press makes small, cloth-bound journals with excellent paper quality. I have used
their pocket-sized notebooks for travel writing. The paper is a smooth 80 gsm that takes ink
well. Strathmore is better known for art paper, but their writing notebooks use a similar quality
stock. I have a Strathmore notebook with Bristol paper pages that is my favorite for fountain
pen calligraphy. Both brands are worth seeking out if you want something off the beaten path.

JetPens and the TWSBI Fountain Pen
JetPens is not a notebook brand, but it is the best source I have found for buying the
notebooks I have mentioned. They provide detailed paper tests for every notebook, which
saves a lot of trial and error. I discovered the Midori MD and the Hobonichi Techo through their
reviews. If you are serious about finding the right notebook, start there. And if you use a
fountain pen, the TWSBI fountain pen is a reliable, affordable choice that pairs well with any of
the notebooks I have described. The combination of a TWSBI and a quality notebook is hard to
beat.

Practical Advice for Choosing
Here is what I tell writer friends when they ask for a recommendation:



If you write with a fountain pen, choose Rhodia, Clairefontaine, or Midori MD for the
best paper performance.

If you want a daily journal that lies flat and lasts, get a Leuchtturm1917 or a Baron Fig.

If you write on the go and use a ballpoint or pencil, Field Notes or Moleskine are good,
light options.

If you want something beautiful and thick-paged, try Archer & Olive or Notebook
Therapy.

If you want a reusable notebook for drafts, Rocketbook is worth a look.

There is no single best notebook. The top writing notebooks are the ones that make you want
to write. I have a shelf full of them, and I rotate based on the project. A novel draft goes into a
Midori MD. Daily journaling goes into a Hobonichi Techo. Quick notes go into a Field Notes.
The variety keeps writing fresh.

At the end of the day, a notebook is just paper and binding. But the right one can make the
difference between a writing session that flows and one that frustrates. I hope this guide helps
you find the one that fits your hand and your work.


