
The question comes up fast after a crash, usually right after the rider gets past the first burst of confusion and
pain: how long do I have to file a claim?

It sounds simple. It rarely is.

When a cyclist is hit by a car, clipped by a delivery van, forced off the road by a driver who never stops, or injured
by a road hazard that should have been fixed, the legal deadline can control almost everything that follows. Miss
it, and even a strong case can disappear. Meet it, and you preserve the chance to recover money for medical bills,
missed work, pain, bike damage, and the hard-to-measure losses that come with a serious injury.

A Bicycle Accident Lawyer will usually tell you the same first truth: there is no universal deadline that applies to
every bike crash. The filing period depends on the state, the kind of claim, the identity of the defendant, and in
some situations the age or condition of the injured person. It can also depend on whether you are dealing with
an insurance claim, a lawsuit, a claim against a city, or a wrongful death case brought by family members after a
fatal collision.

That is why deadlines deserve attention early, even when treatment is still underway.

The deadline people mean, and the deadlines they often miss
Most people use the phrase filing deadline to mean the statute of limitations. That is the legal time limit for filing
a lawsuit in court. If the statute runs out before the case is filed, the defense can ask the court to dismiss it, and
courts usually enforce that rule strictly.

But in bicycle injury cases, that is not the only clock that matters.

An insurance company may want prompt notice of the crash. A city or county may require a formal notice of
claim long before the normal lawsuit deadline expires. Uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage may contain
policy reporting requirements. Evidence from nearby businesses might be erased in days. Event data from a
vehicle, if it exists, may not be preserved unless someone acts quickly. Even the bike itself can become important
physical evidence, and riders sometimes repair it too soon because they need transportation.

I have seen cases where the court deadline was still months away, yet key evidence was already gone. A rider had
been sideswiped at an intersection with three security cameras nearby. By the time anyone asked for the footage,
it had been overwritten. The claim still existed, but one of the strongest pieces of proof had vanished because
people assumed the only date that mattered was the one on the courthouse calendar.



Why bike crash cases develop differently from car crash cases
Cyclists are vulnerable in ways that affect both injuries and evidence. A low-speed impact that would barely dent
a bumper can fracture a collarbone, tear a shoulder, or cause a head injury when a rider hits pavement. Visibility
arguments also come up more often. Drivers say the cyclist came from nowhere. Riders say they had the lane, the
light, or clear roadway position. Skid marks are faint or nonexistent. Damage can be subtle. A bent wheel, scraped
shifter, cracked helmet, and torn clothing may tell the story better than photos of the vehicle.

That matters because filing deadlines are not just procedural trivia. They shape how thoroughly a case can be
investigated.

A Bicycle Accident Lawyer who handles these claims regularly tends to move early on scene photos, body cam
footage, dispatch recordings, black box preservation demands where appropriate, and witness interviews. Not
every case needs all of that. Some are straightforward. A drunk driver turns across a bike lane, the impact is
documented, liability is clear. Others look routine on day one and complicated by week three, especially when
there is a dispute over who had cghlawfirm.com Bicycle Accident Lawyer the right of way or whether road design
played a role.

Waiting until the deadline is close often means investigating under pressure, and pressure produces mistakes.

Statutes of limitations are state-specific, and the range is wide enough
to matter
One of the most important practical points is that statutes of limitations vary by state. In many places, the general
personal injury deadline is around two years from the date of the crash. In others it may be one year, three years,
or another period set by statute. Property damage claims may have a different deadline. Wrongful death claims
may be calculated differently from personal injury claims. Claims against government entities often sit in their
own category entirely.

Because of that variation, broad internet advice can be dangerous. A rider reads that they have two years,
assumes that applies everywhere, and acts accordingly. Then they learn their claim involves a public transit bus, a
county road defect, or a state with a shorter notice requirement. At that point, confidence turns into panic.

There is another layer many people miss. The date the clock starts is not always obvious in every case. In a
standard collision, it usually begins on the date of injury. But if the case involves delayed discovery issues, a
defective product on the bicycle, or a government maintenance problem that caused a crash, the analysis may
get more nuanced. Those are not everyday exceptions, but they exist, and they should be evaluated early rather
than argued about late.

Claims against cities and other public entities often have much shorter
notice rules
If your bicycle crash involved a pothole, unsafe roadway design, missing signage, a dangerous sewer grate, debris
left by a public contractor, or a collision with a government vehicle, the normal personal injury statute may not be
the first deadline that matters.

Many states require an injured person to submit a formal notice of claim to the government entity within a short
period, sometimes measured in months rather than years. Miss that notice period, and the case may be barred
even though the usual lawsuit deadline has not yet passed.
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This catches people off guard because municipal claims do not feel different at first. A rider goes down after a
front tire drops into a broken section of pavement. They go to urgent care. Their bike is wrecked. Friends tell
them to heal first and deal with the legal side later. By the time they contact counsel, the city notice deadline may
already be close or gone.

There is also a practical challenge in figuring out which public body is responsible. Is it the city, county, state
transportation department, park district, or a private contractor working under public authority? The answer is
not always obvious from the scene. A stretch of roadway can look municipal but be state maintained. A trail
crossing can involve layered responsibility. Sorting that out takes time, which is another reason not to wait.

Insurance deadlines are not the same as court deadlines
A lot of riders believe that opening a claim with the driver’s insurer is enough to protect them. It is not.

An insurance claim is a negotiation channel. A lawsuit filing is what preserves your rights in court. You can spend
months talking with an adjuster, sending medical updates, discussing settlement, and still lose the case if no
lawsuit is filed before the statute of limitations expires.

Insurers know this. Most adjusters will not lie about a legal deadline, but they are not your deadline manager
either. The claim file can stay open right up until the defense is in a position to argue the suit is untimely. Riders
often mistake activity for protection. Phone calls, emails, and even a verbal settlement discussion do not stop the
clock unless a specific legal rule says so, and that is uncommon.

The same caution applies to your own auto policy if you carry uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage that
may extend to a bicycle collision. Many people do not realize that their own policy could provide benefits if the
at-fault driver has no insurance, too little insurance, or leaves the scene. But those policies often contain notice
and cooperation requirements. Delay can trigger avoidable fights.

What happens if the injured cyclist is a minor
When a child or teenager is hit while riding, the deadline analysis may change. In many states, the statute of
limitations for a minor can be paused or extended until the child reaches adulthood, though the exact rule
depends on the jurisdiction and the type of claim. That sounds comforting, but it should not create a false sense
of safety.

Parents may still have their own related claims, such as reimbursement for medical expenses paid on the child’s
behalf, and those claims can have separate deadlines. Evidence problems do not wait for a child to turn eighteen.
A faded memory is still faded, and deleted surveillance footage does not come back just because tolling applied
to the minor’s personal injury claim.

The better practice is to treat a child’s bicycle injury case with the same urgency as an adult case, sometimes
more. Schools, buses, neighborhood intersections, and residential streets tend to generate emotionally charged
accounts. Early documentation matters.

Severe injuries can make delay understandable, but not harmless
Some riders are simply not in a position to think about legal deadlines right away. They are in surgery, in
rehabilitation, or dealing with post-concussion symptoms that make paperwork and decisions feel impossible.
Families step in, but even organized families can lose weeks trying to understand what happened.



The law does recognize certain tolling doctrines in some circumstances, including cases involving incapacity, but
these rules are narrow and heavily fact-dependent. They should never be assumed. A person can be badly hurt
and still not qualify for a legal extension.

This is where practical judgment matters. If the injured cyclist cannot manage the process, someone close to
them should at least preserve options. That can be as simple as gathering the crash report number, taking photos
of the bike and helmet, identifying witnesses, keeping every medical record, and speaking with counsel before
memories cool. Early action does not require an immediate lawsuit. It requires awareness.

Wrongful death deadlines can differ from injury deadlines
The hardest bike crash cases are fatal ones, and families are often dealing with grief at the exact moment the law
starts measuring time. The deadline for a wrongful death action may be distinct from the deadline that would
have applied had the rider survived. Depending on state law, there may also be related survival claims, estate
administration issues, and specific rules about who has authority to file.

These cases deserve careful handling because the financial losses can be broad. Funeral costs are only the
beginning. Families may face loss of income, loss of support, loss of services, and profound non-economic harm.
Yet none of that changes the need to file on time.

I have seen grieving families delay because they could not bear the thought of turning a loved one’s death into a
legal file. That response is human. It is also exactly why experienced legal guidance matters. A well-run case
should relieve some of the administrative burden, not add to it.

The facts that help determine your deadline
When someone calls a Bicycle Accident Lawyer to ask about timing, the answer usually begins with a series of
basic but crucial questions. The first facts are not glamorous, yet they shape the whole case: where the crash
happened, when it happened, who was involved, whether any government vehicle or roadway issue is implicated,
the age of the injured rider, whether there was a hit and run, and whether the rider has potentially applicable
insurance coverage of their own.

Medical treatment also matters, though not always in the way people expect. Ongoing treatment can affect
valuation and strategy, but it usually does not extend the filing deadline by itself. That misunderstanding causes
trouble. People think, I am still treating, so I cannot file yet, or, I should wait until I am fully recovered before I talk
to a lawyer. Sometimes waiting makes sense for settlement discussions because the medical picture is
incomplete. It almost never makes sense as a deadline strategy.

Documentation from the beginning helps more than people realize. The exact date of the crash, the police report,
ambulance record, emergency room notes, and insurer correspondence can answer timeline questions quickly.
When those records are scattered or missing, time gets spent rebuilding basics.

A short delay can become a major problem for reasons that have
nothing to do with the law
The legal deadline is a bright line, but weaker evidence can erode a case long before that line arrives. That is why
experienced attorneys often urge riders to act well ahead of the formal cutoff.

Here are the most common evidence losses that happen when a case sits too long:

1. Surveillance footage is overwritten, sometimes within days.



2. Witnesses move, forget details, or stop responding.

3. The bicycle gets repaired, discarded, or cannibalized for parts.

4. Vehicle damage is fixed before it is properly photographed or inspected.

5. Medical gaps create arguments that the injuries were minor or unrelated.

None of those problems automatically destroys a claim. Cases can still be won without perfect evidence. But
every missing piece increases friction. Liability disputes become harder to resolve. Settlement value drops.
Litigation becomes more expensive.

The common mistake of waiting for the insurer to "do the right thing"
This is a pattern seen over and over. The driver was clearly at fault. The insurer accepted the claim. The adjuster
sounded reasonable. Medical bills were still coming in, so the rider waited. Weeks turned into months. The
discussions felt productive. Then the offers stayed low, the adjuster changed, or the company suddenly started
arguing comparative fault.

At that point, the rider has less time than they thought.

Insurance companies evaluate exposure, leverage, and proof. A looming statute of limitations changes all three. If
the rider is unrepresented and the deadline is close, the insurer knows options are shrinking. That does not mean
every adjuster acts aggressively, but the dynamic is real. Deadlines influence bargaining power.

A Bicycle Accident Lawyer can help separate a delay that is strategically useful from one that is simply dangerous.
Sometimes there is a good reason not to rush into filing suit. Perhaps treatment is progressing and both sides
want a fuller medical picture. Perhaps liability is admitted and the policy limits issue is straightforward. Those are
strategic choices made with the calendar in hand, not hopeful guesses.

When comparative fault enters the picture
Bicycle cases often trigger blame-shifting. The rider was not visible enough. The rider was outside the bike lane.
The rider rolled the stop sign. The rider wore dark clothing. The rider should have anticipated the turn. Some of
these arguments are weak, some are stronger, and all of them become harder to answer if the evidence is stale.

Comparative fault rules vary by state, but in general they can reduce recovery based on the rider’s share of fault,
and in some states bar recovery if that share crosses a threshold. That has deadline implications because cases
with disputed fault take more preparation. They may need accident reconstruction, detailed scene work, or expert
review of road design and sight lines. Those tasks do not fit comfortably into the final weeks before the statute
expires.

I once reviewed a case where a cyclist had been hit at dusk by a driver exiting a private lot. The rider had lights,
but only one witness remained reachable by the time counsel became involved. The physical layout favored the
cyclist, yet the defense argued poor visibility and excessive speed. With more lead time, the case could have been
documented with stronger scene evidence and likely resolved faster.

What to do early, even if you are not ready to pursue a case
You do not need to decide everything in the first week. You do, however, benefit from preserving the basics while
the facts are fresh.

A sensible early response usually includes these steps:



1. Keep the bicycle, helmet, clothing, and accessories in their post-crash condition.

2. Photograph injuries, the bike, the vehicle if possible, and the crash location.

3. Get the police report number and the names of any witnesses.

4. Save every bill, discharge paper, prescription record, and insurer letter.

5. Speak with counsel before giving detailed recorded statements if fault is disputed.

Those steps do not commit you to litigation. They simply protect your ability to make informed choices later.

How lawyers calculate the real timeline in practice
People imagine a lawyer just counting forward from the crash date. Sometimes it is that simple. Often it is not.

A careful deadline analysis may involve identifying every possible defendant, reviewing whether any public entity
is implicated, checking whether special statutory notice rules apply, determining whether the claim includes
personal injury, property damage, wrongful death, or all three, and examining whether any tolling doctrine might
exist. It also means looking beyond the court filing date to the practical timeline for investigation and pre-suit
negotiation.

That practical timeline is usually shorter than clients expect. If a case needs records, imaging, wage verification,
witness statements, expert review, and demand preparation, the work should begin months before the statute
runs. Filing at the last minute is sometimes necessary, but it is rarely ideal.

From a client’s perspective, one of the best questions to ask is not just, "When is the deadline?" It is, "When
should we realistically begin if we want enough time to do this properly?" That question leads to a much more
useful answer.

The bottom line riders need to hear early
Bicycle crash deadlines are unforgiving, and the most damaging mistake is assuming you have more time than
you do. The right deadline depends on state law and case facts. Government claims can require very early notice.
Insurance discussions do not stop the lawsuit clock. Minors and severe injuries can complicate timing, but they
do not eliminate the need for prompt action. Evidence loss often becomes a problem well before any statute
expires.

If you are injured, or if someone in your family is, the safest course is to verify the deadline early with a Bicycle
Accident Lawyer who handles injury cases in the relevant state. Not because every case should be filed
immediately, and not because every crash leads to a lawsuit, but because preserving options is much easier than
trying to revive them after a deadline has passed.

In bicycle cases, timing is not paperwork. Timing is leverage, proof, and in many instances the difference between
having a case and having only a story about one.

CGH Injury Lawyers
2701 Lawrence St Suite 201
Denver, CO 80205, United States
Phone: +1 720-669-8062



FAQ About Bicycle Accident Lawyer

Who is at fault if a car hits a bicycle?

Fault depends on the evidence and the traffic rules that applied to the collision. A driver, cyclist, or another party
may share responsibility. Police reports, witness accounts, video, and the physical evidence can help establish
what happened. A collision with a car does not automatically determine legal fault.

Can you sue someone for hitting you on a bike?

You may have a claim when another person's negligent conduct causes your injuries and losses. The available
evidence, applicable deadlines, insurance coverage, and any shared fault affect your options. A lawyer can review
the circumstances and explain whether an insurance claim or lawsuit is appropriate; compensation is not
guaranteed.

What percentage does an injury lawyer usually take?

There is no single percentage that applies to every injury case. Many lawyers use a contingency fee based on a
share of the recovery, with the terms stated in a written agreement. Ask how the percentage is calculated,
whether it changes during litigation, and how case expenses are handled before signing.


