
Why a Radon Test Retest Matters for Your Home's
Safety

Understanding the Need for a Second Radon Measurement
Radon is a silent, invisible gas that can accumulate in homes and pose serious health risks
over time. Many homeowners in York County invest in initial radon testing, but fewer follow
through with a radon test retest. This second measurement is not just a formality; it provides
critical data about whether radon levels are stable, seasonal, or influenced by changes in your
home's structure or ventilation. Without a retest, you might be acting on incomplete
information.

I have worked with dozens of families who assumed their first test result was final. In several
cases, the initial reading was low, but a follow-up test six months later showed levels above the
EPA action guideline of 4 pCi/L. This happens because radon entry varies with weather, soil
moisture, and even how often you run your HVAC system. A single test captures only a
snapshot. A radon test retest York PA Radon Pros helps you see the full picture.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PbsJ7xGQtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PbsJ7xGQtA


How Radon Levels Fluctuate Over Time
Radon comes from the natural decay of uranium in soil and rock. The rate at which it enters a
home depends on factors like barometric pressure, temperature differences between indoors
and outdoors, and the amount of rainfall. A test conducted during a dry, warm season might
underreport the actual risk because less radon is being pulled indoors. Conversely, a test
during a cold snap with the house sealed tight could show a higher reading that might not
represent year-round conditions.

For example, one homeowner I consulted had a first test result of 2.5 pCi/L in July. They
thought mitigation was unnecessary. But a radon test retest York PA Radon Pros conducted
the following February showed 6.8 pCi/L. The difference was dramatic and led to installing a
sub-slab depressurization system. Without that second test, the family would have continued
living with elevated radon exposure during the months they spent most time indoors.

When to Schedule a Retest
Timing matters. The EPA recommends testing your home for radon every two years, or after
any significant renovation that affects the foundation or ventilation. But a retest can also be
useful sooner if you have made changes like sealing cracks, installing a sump pump, or
replacing windows. These alterations can either increase or decrease radon entry pathways.

https://yorkparadonpros.com/radon-mitigation-york-pa/


I advise homeowners to conduct a retest at least once during the heating season and once
during the cooling season. If you are using a short-term test, run it for the full duration
recommended by the manufacturer. Do not open windows or run exhaust fans excessively
during the test period. The goal is to measure conditions as they normally are when you live in
the home. A radon test retest York PA Radon Pros can guide you on the best protocol for your
specific situation.

What a Retest Can Reveal About Your Mitigation System
If you already have a radon mitigation system in place, a retest is how you verify it is working.
Systems can degrade over time. Fans wear out, pipes develop leaks, and soil compaction can



shift the pressure field under your slab. A single test after installation is not enough to
guarantee long-term performance.

I have seen cases where a homeowner skipped the annual retest and later discovered their fan
had failed silently. Radon levels had crept back up to unsafe levels without any obvious sign.
The cost of a retest is small compared to the peace of mind it provides. Regular retesting also
helps you track whether your system needs maintenance or an upgrade.

Common Findings from Retests

Seasonal spikes that the first test missed, especially in winter or spring.

Changes due to home renovations like finishing a basement or adding an extension.

System performance issues such as a failing fan or blocked suction pit.

New radon entry points caused by settling, cracks, or plumbing penetrations.

Confirmation that the initial high reading was an anomaly and levels are now safe.

Each of these findings leads to a different next step. A seasonal spike might require adjusting
your mitigation system's fan speed. A failing fan needs replacement. New entry points might
need sealing. Without the retest data, you are guessing. With it, you can make informed
decisions.

The Process of a Professional Retest
A professional radon retest follows the same basic steps as an initial test, but with added
attention to consistency. The tester will place a continuous monitor or a charcoal canister in
the lowest livable area of your home, typically the basement or first floor. The device must
remain undisturbed for the test period, usually 48 hours to 90 days depending on the method.
The tester also records conditions like temperature, humidity, and whether the home was
closed up as required.

One advantage of using a service like York PA Radon Pros is that they can compare your
current reading with previous results and note any trends. They can also inspect your
mitigation system at the same time. This combined service saves you from scheduling
separate appointments and gives you a complete picture in one visit.



DIY vs. Professional Retest

DIY kits are available at hardware stores and online for around $15 to $30. They are
fine for a general check but require careful placement and timely mailing.

Professional testing uses calibrated equipment that provides more accurate and
tamper-proof results. This matters if the test is for a real estate transaction or a legal
dispute.

Professionals can also troubleshoot high readings immediately rather than waiting for
lab results.

If you have a mitigation system, a professional can test the system's performance at
the same time.



Cost difference is usually modest, often under $100, for the added reliability and
expertise.

For most homeowners, a professional retest every two years is a wise investment. If you are
selling your home, many buyers will require a professional test anyway. Getting ahead of that
process avoids surprises at the closing table.

Real-World Example: A Retest That Changed Everything
A few years ago, I worked with a family in a 1960s split-level home in York. Their initial test in
spring showed 3.2 pCi/L, just under the EPA action level. They decided not to mitigate. A year
later, after a wet winter, their basement smelled musty and they noticed a small crack in the
floor slab. They called for a retest. The reading was 9.1 pCi/L. The crack had opened a direct
pathway for soil gas. Installing a mitigation system brought the level down to 0.8 pCi/L. That
family now retests every year and has never seen a reading above 1.5 pCi/L since.

This story is not unusual. Radon conditions change. The ground shifts, your home ages, and
your lifestyle changes how you use your basement. A single test is a data point. A series of
tests over time gives you a trend. That trend is what tells you whether your home is truly safe.

Making Retesting Part of Your Home Maintenance Routine
Think of a radon retest like changing the batteries in your smoke detector or checking your
sump pump. It is a small task that prevents a big problem. I recommend setting a calendar
reminder for every two years, or sooner if you have made changes to your home's foundation or
HVAC system. Some homeowners prefer to retest every fall, before the heating season begins,
so they have time to address any issues before winter sets in.

If you are unsure about your last test date or have never done a retest, now is a good time to
start. The process is straightforward, and the information it provides is invaluable. A radon test
retest York PA Radon Pros can help you establish a schedule and interpret your results in the
context of your home's history.



Final Thoughts
Radon testing is not a one-and-done activity. The gas is unpredictable, and your home is not
static. A radon test retest gives you the confidence that your mitigation efforts are working or
alerts you to a problem before it becomes serious. It is a simple, low-cost step that protects
your family's health over the long term.

Whether you are a new homeowner or have lived in your house for decades, make retesting a
priority. The peace of mind is worth the effort.
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