Why In-House Screen Printing Delivers Better
Results for Your Custom Apparel

When you need custom t-shirts for a team, event, or business, the production method matters
more than most people realize. Many shops outsource the printing to a third party, which adds
shipping delays, extra handling costs, and a layer of quality control you cannot see. In-house
screen printing changes that. It keeps every step under one roof, from the initial art file to the
final garment. That proximity gives you more control, faster turnaround, and a product that
feels intentional rather than mass-produced.

| have spent years working with print shops and watching how they operate. The difference
between a shop that prints in-house and one that sends work elsewhere shows up in the
details. Colors match better. The ink sits evenly on the fabric. And when something goes wrong
- a misregistration or a thin spot - it gets caught before the shirt reaches you. That is the kind of
quality you can build a brand on. For a family-owned shop like Custom Shirt Printing, offering
customtsprinting in-house screen printing is not just a selling point. It is a promise that every
order gets the same attention a local customer would receive walking through the door.

What In-House Screen Printing Actually Means

Screen printing is a hands-on process. It starts with a design that gets separated into individual
color layers. Each layer is burned onto a mesh screen using a light-sensitive emulsion. Then
the printer sets up the screens on a press, aligns them for perfect registration, and pulls ink
through each screen onto the shirt. When a shop does all of that on-site, the printer can adjust
pressure, angle, and ink viscosity as the run progresses. That real-time feedback loop is what
separates a good print from a mediocre one.

Outsourced printing often means your job gets batched with others. The printer works from a
spec sheet and never sees the actual garment. If the fabric is slightly different from what was
expected, or if the ink behaves differently on that particular shirt, there is nobody on site who
can adapt. In-house production lets the person running the press make judgment calls. That is
why customtsprinting_in-house screen printing consistently produces a cleaner, more durable
print. The printer cares about the result because they have to live with it.



https://customtsprinting.com/

Why Local Production Matters for Custom Orders

Los Angeles has a long history with garment manufacturing. The city is full of suppliers, fabric
warehouses, and skilled press operators. But even here, many print shops act as brokers. They
take your order, mark it up, and send it to a large facility in another state. You pay more and
wait longer. A shop that does its own printing removes that markup and those delays. The price
you see reflects the actual cost of materials and labor, not a middleman's margin.

When you work with a shop that prints in-house, you can also get faster proofs and revisions.
The designer and the printer are often in the same building, sometimes in the same room. If
you want to tweak the size of a logo or change the ink color from standard red to bright orange,
that conversation happens immediately. The production schedule adjusts. In contrast, an
outsourced job requires a new purchase order, a new communication chain, and another round
of shipping. That process can add a week to a project that should take three days.

Quality Control You Can See



| have visited print shops where the press operator pulls a shirt off the belt every few minutes
and inspects it under a light. That is only possible when the press is in the same building as the
person who cares about the result. In-house screen printing makes that kind of scrutiny
standard. The printer sees the first shirt come off the press and decides if the ink coverage is
right. They feel the texture to make sure it is not too thick or too thin. They check the back side
for ghosting or overspray.

For a custom order, especially a small run of 50 or 100 shirts, that attention matters. Large
factories optimize for speed. They set up the press, run the job, and move on. If the registration
drifts slightly halfway through the run, the factory may not notice until the job is done. By then,
a hundred shirts have a misaligned print. A local shop with an in-house press catches the drift
during the first dozen shirts and corrects it immediately. The result is a consistent product
from shirt one to shirt one hundred.

Custom Shirt Printing built its reputation on that consistency. When you choose Custom Shirt
Printing for your next order, you are betting on a team that sees the whole process through.
They handle the design help, the screen burning, the press setup, and the final inspection. That
vertical integration is rare in the apparel industry today, and it is exactly why customtsprinting
in-house screen printing delivers a better product than a shop that just forwards orders.

Cost and Speed Trade-Offs

In-house printing is not always cheaper on the invoice. The equipment costs are higher, and the
shop has to pay skilled labor to run the presses. But the total cost of ownership for the
customer - including time, quality, and the risk of reprints - is often lower. If an outsourced job
arrives with a flaw, you wait for a remake. If a local shop catches the flaw before it leaves the
building, you get your order on time. That reliability has value, especially for event merchandise
where the date is fixed.



Turnaround time also benefits from in-house production. A shop that prints on-site can often
turn a job in 24 to 48 hours if the screens are already burned. Even a rush order with new
screens can be done in three to five days. Outsourced jobs rarely move that fast because
shipping alone takes a day each way. For a last-minute fundraising run or a pop-up shop, that
speed makes the difference between having shirts and not having them.

Design Help and the Human Touch

One of the hidden advantages of working with a local print shop is the free design help. Many
customers show up with a rough idea, a sketch on a napkin, or a vector file that needs
cleaning. A shop that prints in-house has designers who understand what works on a screen.
They know that thin lines can break up during printing and that small text can fill in. They can
adjust your artwork so it prints cleanly without losing the look you want.

That collaborative process is harder to get from a remote factory. You send a file, they send
back a proof, and if it looks wrong, you go through another email cycle. With an in-house shop,
you can sit down and talk through the changes. The designer can show you on a monitor what
the adjustment will look like. That saves time and reduces the chance of a misunderstanding.

When In-House Printing Might Not Be the Best Fit

It would be dishonest to pretend that in-house printing is always the answer. For very large runs
- thousands of shirts with simple one-color designs - a large automated factory can produce
them faster and cheaper per unit. The economies of scale are real. In-house shops usually



operate manual or semi-automatic presses that run at a slower pace. For a run of 5,000 shirts,
the factory wins on pure speed.

But for the typical custom order - 24 to 500 shirts with multiple colors or complex artwork - an
in-house shop offers better value. The per-shirt price may be slightly higher, but the quality,
turnaround, and communication make up for it. You also avoid the headaches of dealing with a
distant customer service team that does not understand your timeline.

-
3 - p_B_& g g
L e e o i e e e B
"I WARN: + ' § | |

L3 A A i :-u-:- -..-:i

i

o B il i {
-.h-r_...._ E':J-".'t-‘l'.'.ﬂi'q!.:l"

Final Thoughts on Choosing a Print Partner

The next time you need custom apparel, ask the shop one simple question: do you print in-
house or do you outsource? The answer tells you everything about the experience you will
have. A shop that prints in-house invests in equipment, training, and quality. They stand behind
the product because they made it. A shop that outsources is essentially a broker, and your
order is one of many they forward each day.

Custom Shirt Printing has built its business around the in-house model. They offer screen
printing, DTF transfers, and embroidery, all done under one roof. That gives them the flexibility



to handle mixed orders and the control to deliver consistent results. If you value quality, speed,
and a team that treats your order like their own, that is the kind of partner you want.

Follow Custom Shirt Printing on @) Facebook Instagram



https://www.facebook.com/customtsprinting
https://www.instagram.com/customtsprinting

