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How to Apply for a Hungarian Driving License: A Comprehensive
Guide for Expats and Residents

Relocating to Hungary includes its reasonable share of administrative tasks-- discovering a house, registering
your Magyar Jogositvany Gyors Beszerzése address, and, for numerous expats, determining how to get a regional
driving license. Whether you are exchanging a foreign license, moving an EU file, or beginning the process from

scratch as a complete beginner, navigating the Hungarian administrative system can feel daunting.

Luckily, with the ideal info, clear actions, and correct paperwork, the process ends up being far more simple. This

comprehensive guide details whatever you need to learn about using for a Hungarian driving license.

Understanding Your Status: Who Needs a Hungarian License?

Before starting the application process, it is important to figure out which classification you fall under. The
requirements for getting or exchanging a driving license in Hungary depend heavily on your country of origin

and the length of time you mean to remain.

1. EU/EEA Citizens

If you hold a driving license provided by an EU or EEA member state, you can usually drive in Hungary using your
existing license till it ends. Nevertheless, if you develop main residency in Hungary (by getting a Lakcimkartya or
address card), you have the option to exchange it for a Hungarian license, and you need to do so if you want to

renew it upon expiration.

2. Non-EU/EEA Citizens (Third-Country Nationals)

If your license was issued outside the EU/EEA (e.g., the United States, India, Canada, or the UK post-Brexit), you
can lawfully drive with it alongside an International Driving Permit (IDP) for approximately one year from the
date you develop residency in Hungary. After this 12-month duration ends, you are lawfully required to get a
Hungarian driving license. Depending on your home country, this may involve taking theoretical and practical

exams, or it may get approved for a direct administrative exchange.

Step-by-Step Guide to Exchanging a Foreign License

If you already hold a legitimate license from an eligible nation and merely require to convert it into a Hungarian

document, the process includes several basic administrative actions.

Step 1: Gather Required Documents
To ensure a smooth check out to the government office ( Kormdnyablak), applicants should prepare the following

documentation:

* Avalid passport or nationwide ID card.
® Your Hungarian address card ( Lakcimkartya).

* Your present foreign driving license (in addition to an official Hungarian translation, if required).
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* A medical physical fitness certificate provided by a Hungarian medical professional ( Orvosi alkalmassdgi
igazolds).

® A passport-sized picture (though photos are often taken on-site at the Kormanyablak).

Step 2: Obtain a Medical Certificate

Before applying for any Hungarian driving license, you need to prove you are medically fit to drive. This requires

checking out a local family doctor (GP) or a licensed occupational health physician.

Medical Requirement Information Approximate Cost (HUF) Standard GP Checkup Basic vision, hearing, and
general health evaluation. 7,000-- 15,000 HUF Expert Referral Required if you use glasses or have underlying
health conditions. Varies by expert Credibility Period Usually valid for 5 to 10 years depending upon the
candidate's age. N/A

Step 3: Visit the Government Office ( Kormanyablak)

When the medical certificate and files are ready, you need to schedule a consultation or stroll into your nearest

Kormdnyablak (Government Window).
1. Send your application type for license conversion.

2. Pay the administrative cost (usually around 6,000 to 12,000 HUF, payable by card or bank transfer).

3. Choose whether you wish to pick up the physical card in individual or have it sent by mail to your residential

address.

How to Get a Hungarian Driving License from Scratch

For people who have never held a driving license before, the procedure in Hungary is extensive, highly controlled,

and conducted largely in accordance with European Union standards.
Here is a breakdown of the phases associated with acquiring a Category B (standard car) license:

* First Aid Course: Completion of a Red Cross-certified emergency treatment course and passing the

corresponding examination is necessary before you can get your last license.

® Theory Training (KRESZ): You should complete a driving theory course, which can typically be taken online

or in a classroom (numerous driving schools, or Autdsiskola, offer English-language courses).
* Theory Exam: A computer-based multiple-choice test covering Hungarian traffic rules and regulations.

* Practical Training: A minimum of 29 driving hours behind the wheel with a certified instructor, covering

urban driving, night driving, and maneuvers.

® Practical Exam: A roadway test examined by a main examiner from the government transport authority.

Costs Breakdown for a New License

Acquiring a license from scratch needs a financial investment. Costs can differ depending on the driving school (

Autésiskola) you select and the number of extra driving lessons you require to pass the practical test.

Expenditure Category Description Estimated Cost (HUF) Medical Examination Initial physical fitness certificate
from a GP. 7,000-- 15,000 HUF First Aid Course & & Exam Red Cross certification training and test. 15,000--
25,000 HUF KRESZ (Theory) Course Online or classroom-based traffic guidelines training. 40,000-- 70,000 HUF

KRESZ Exam Fee Main computer system test cost. 4,600 HUF Practical Driving Lessons Per-hour cost (minimum



29 hours needed). 7,000-- 12,000 HUF per hour Practical Road Exam Authorities driving test charge. 11,000 HUF

License Issuance Fee Federal government administrative cost for the card. 6,000-- 12,000 HUF

Tips for a Smooth Application Process

Browsing administrative procedures in a foreign country can present language barriers. Keep these useful

suggestions in mind to make your journey easier:

* Look for English-Friendly Driving Schools: If you are gaining from scratch, guarantee you register in a

school that explicitly provides "English KRESZ courses" and multilingual instructors.

* Double-Check Translation Requirements: While EU licenses are widely accepted as-is, non-EU licenses

often need a main translation provided by OFFI (the Hungarian Office for Translation and Attestation).

* Keep Your Address Card Updated: Your Hungarian address card ( Lakcimkdrtya) is the foundation of all
administrative procedures in Hungary. Make certain your address is completely as much as date before

checking out the Kormanyablak.

* Bear In Mind Deadlines: If you are a non-EU resident, do not wait up until the very end of your 12-month
grace duration to start the exchange process, as waiting times for medical consultations, translations, and

government slots can build up quickly.

Obtaining a Hungarian driving license might initially seem like an intricate obstacle, however breaking the
procedure down into manageable steps makes it entirely possible. Whether you are simply swapping your home
country's license for a local one or embarking on the journey of driving school lessons and examinations from the
ground up, mindful preparation is crucial. By collecting your medical certificates, ensuring your paperwork is
equated, and going to the local Kormdnyablak ready, you will soon discover yourself legally and securely

browsing the open roads of Hungary.



