
Renovating a kitchen in London is a thrilling yet daunting prospect. From grand Victorian terraces in Islington to
tight 1930s semis in South London, the challenges are many but the rewards equally significant. One of the most
pressing questions for homeowners diving into this process is: how long will I realistically be without a
kitchen? In this comprehensive guide, we’ll break down the typical timeline for London kitchen renovations,
budgeting pitfalls, premium cost drivers, and smart strategies for living during your refit.

Typical Kitchen Renovation Timeline in London: How Long Will It
Take?
The average kitchen renovation in London typically takes between 3 to 5 weeks on site. The exact duration
depends on factors such as the extent of the works, property age, and level of bespoke detail. For example, Beams,
a specialist renovation firm working across London (you can see their work at beamsrenovation.com), often
emphasises thorough project planning to stick closely to these timelines.

Phases of Your Renovation

1. Pre-construction planning and design: Typically 2-4 weeks depending on design complexity and decision-
making speed.

2. Ordering materials and appliances: Around 2-3 weeks — bear in mind bespoke kitchens often have longer
lead times.

3. On-site work: Between 3 and 5 weeks for standard refit. This includes strip out, structural work,
electrical/plumbing modifications, installations, and finishes.

4. Snagging and final sign-off: Usually 1 week after installation complete.

Planning ahead and accounting for possible delays—especially in London’s older housing with access challenges—
can save stress later.

Living Without a Kitchen: Temporary Kitchen Setup Costs and Tips



Going without a kitchen is no small ask. Thankfully, a temporary kitchen setup can smooth the journey. Expect to
budget between £150 and £600 for this, covering essentials like:
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Portable induction hotplate or microwave

Basic crockery, cutlery, and utensils

Mini fridge or cool box

Cleaning supplies and boil-and-brew kettle

Extra storage solutions for dry goods

London Post, a publication experienced in covering lifestyle renovations, also recommends setting up your
temporary kitchen in a space with good lighting and ventilation—even a dining or utility room can do the trick.

Another tip: Consider if you can arrange for some meals to be prepared outside the home during peak build days
—quoting your project coordinator for clarity on those “lump sum labour” days can help here.

2026 London Kitchen Cost Ranges: What to Expect
Kitchen renovation costs in London remain strongly influenced by the city’s premium labour and material market.
Below is an overview of typical installed price ranges for 2026:

Kitchen Type Installed Price Range (Including VAT) Notes Budget Kitchen (Flat-pack, basic appliances) £8,000 –
£12,000 Suitable for quick refresh; minimal bespoke work. Mid-range Kitchen (Some bespoke units, upgraded
appliances) £15,000 – £25,000 Standard Victorian terrace or semis with moderate access. Premium Bespoke
Kitchen (Custom cabinetry, high-end appliances) £30,000 – £50,000+ Includes design fees, high-quality finishes,
and fit-out.

When comparing prices, beware of showroom-only “units only” prices that exclude installation, VAT, and extras
like waste removal. Always ask if VAT at 20% is included because most domestic kitchen work in London attracts
this charge.

Installed Price vs Showroom Price Traps

Ladies and gentlemen, never fall into the trap of comparing the shiny price tags from a showroom without
installation, building control, or mechanical and electrical work costs included. This is a common annoyance for
renovation project coordinators like me. A kitchen may look affordable as “£5,000 units only,” but once you factor
in labour, VAT, waste skips, removal of old kitchens and electrical upgrades—including Building Regulations Part
P notifiable electrical work—the number often triples.

Budget Breakdown: Where to Spend and Where to Save
An effective kitchen budget strategy balances splurging on components that matter, and saving where it won’t
compromise quality or longevity. Here’s my running list of where to allocate your budget and what items tend to
be overlooked.

Where to Spend

Cabinetry and storage: Custom or semi-bespoke units designed for your space productivity.

Good quality worktops: Durable materials like granite or quartz can last decades and add value.
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Reliable appliances: Energy-efficient models with warranties (always get warranty terms in writing!)

Electrical and plumbing: Particularly when updating to comply with Part P building regulations.

Labour: London craftsmen command premiums but the quality is worth it.

Where to Save

Decorative fittings: Handles, pendant lights, and minor finishes can be updated post-install.

Accessories and minor appliances: Items like kettles and toasters needn’t be brand new initially.

Mini structural works: Avoid altering layouts drastically in older London homes unless absolutely necessary
—this can balloon costs.

Things People Often Forget

Parking bay suspension fees—critical in many London boroughs to facilitate skip delivery or contractor vans.

Waste removal costs in tight London streets.

Contingency for unexpected historic plumbing or wiring issues.

Invoice transparency: watch for quotes that do not specify whether VAT is included.

Guarantees: get warranty details in writing, especially for bespoke kitchens.

London Premium Drivers: Why Are Renovations More Expensive Here?
London's kitchen renovations have several unique cost factors:

Labour costs: Skilled trades command a premium wage in London compared to other regions.

Access difficulties: Narrow roads, restrictions on skip placement, and limited parking all add time and cost.

Waste disposal and recycling costs: Particularly with strict London waste disposal policies.

Dealing with older housing stock: Victorian and Edwardian homes often require additional structural or
compliance work plus additional care over historic features.



Companies like Genesis London, specialists in high-end renovation, stress early engagement with local councils for
necessary permits and compliance checks, helping avoid last-minute delays.

Building Regulations Part P: Essential Electrical Compliance
If your renovation includes electrical work such as rewiring sockets for appliances or lighting changes, you must
comply with Building Regulations Part P. This relates to notifiable electrical work requiring competent electrician
sign-off, and often involves liaising with Local Authority Building Control or registered competent persons
schemes.

Builders who do not provide clear documentation or include this in their quotes are to be avoided. Always confirm
who manages Part P compliance ahead of works starting.

Final Thoughts: Managing Your Kitchen Renovation Timeline and
Budget
A London kitchen renovation is not just about the cabinetry or design—it's a well-choreographed project
balancing timeline, budget, and living arrangements. Planning for at least 3 to 5 weeks on site, budgeting
realistically for installed prices including VAT, and arranging a temporary kitchen setup (in the £150 to £600 range)
can significantly ease this period.

Always scrutinise quotes for VAT inclusion, clear warranty terms, and labour breakdowns with day counts rather
than lump sums. Partnering with experienced London renovators like Beams or Genesis London can help navigate
these intricacies successfully.

Finally, communication and flexible planning are your best tools. Expect a vibrant kitchen renaissance ahead,
making your home your true London sanctuary.


