
Expert Roofers in Chiswick: What to Look for in a
Local Roofer
When you live in a place like Chiswick, your roof takes a fair bit of weather. Between the damp
winters, the gusts off the Thames, and the odd summer storm, the tiles, flashings, and gutters
get a proper workout. I have worked on roofs across West London for more than twenty years,
and I can tell you that finding the right roofers in Chiswick is about more than a quick search
online. It is about knowing who understands the specific challenges of the area and who will
treat your property like their own.

A good local roofer does not just turn up with a hammer and a roll of felt. They bring
experience with the materials that suit the local stock - Victorian slate, clay tiles, lead work, and
modern flat roofing systems. They also bring a sense of pride in the job. That is the difference
between a repair that lasts a decade and one that leaks before the scaffolding is down.

Why Local Knowledge Matters for Your Roof
Chiswick has a mix of housing stock. You have the grand Victorian villas near Turnham Green,
the neat terraces around Chiswick High Road, and the more modern flats and houses closer to
the river. Each type of roof has its own quirks. A Victorian slate roof, for example, needs careful
handling. The slates are often smaller and nailed differently than modern ones. If you use the
wrong nail or the wrong gauge of lead for the flashings, you will end up with problems a year
down the line.

The same goes for flat roofing. A lot of Chiswick properties have flat roofs over extensions, bay
windows, or garages. Those roofs take a beating from standing water and sun exposure. The
right solution depends on the situation. Sometimes a GRP fibreglass system is the best call
because it gives a seamless, waterproof finish. Other times, an EPDM membrane works better
because it flexes with the building movement and handles foot traffic for maintenance. A
roofer who knows the area will recommend the right system without trying to upsell you on
something you do not need.

Materials and Methods That Stand Up to West London Weather
Over the years, I have seen a lot of roofing materials come and go. The ones that last in West
London are the ones that handle moisture and temperature swings. Slate roofing is still a
favourite for period properties. It looks right and it lasts. But you need a roofer who knows how
to source good slate and how to cut it properly. Cheap slate delaminates after a few winters,
and that is a headache no one wants.



For flat roofs, I have had good results with Rubberbond and with EPDM membrane systems.
Rubberbond is a rubberised coating that can be painted on, which is useful for tricky shapes
and small areas. EPDM is a sheet membrane that comes in large rolls, so there are fewer
joints. Fewer joints means fewer potential leaks. Both are good, but the choice depends on the



roof's shape, the amount of foot traffic it will get, and whether you have things like skylights or
Velux windows to integrate.

Speaking of skylights and Velux windows, those are common additions in Chiswick. People
want more light in their lofts or extensions. But cutting a hole in a roof is a serious job. If the
flashing is not done right, or if the window is not properly tied into the roof structure, you get
leaks. A good roofer will take the time to build a proper upstand and use lead flashings or a
compatible membrane to seal the gap. That is the kind of detail that separates a professional
from someone who just wants to get the job done quickly.

The Role of Chimney Works and Lead Flashings
Chimney stacks are another feature that needs attention in Chiswick. Many of the older houses
have multiple chimneys, and the lead flashings around them can degrade over time. Lead is a
wonderful material for roofing because it lasts decades and it can be shaped to fit any angle.
But it has to be installed correctly. The lead needs to be the right thickness, and it needs to be
dressed properly into the brickwork. If it is just slapped on with a few nails, it will lift in the wind
and let water in.

Chimney works often go hand in hand with re roofing. If you are having a new roof put on, it
makes sense to have the chimneys repointed and the flashings replaced at the same time. It
saves money on scaffolding later and it means the whole roof is watertight together. A roofer
who understands the full picture will point that out to you.

What to Expect from a Family Business
I have always believed that roofing is a trade you learn best by doing it alongside someone who
has done it for years. That is why family-run businesses often do the best work. The knowledge
gets passed down - how to cut a slate, how to solder a lead joint, how to get the fall right on a
flat roof so water runs off properly. When you hire a family business, you are usually getting
someone who cares about their reputation in the local community. They cannot afford to do a
bad job because word travels fast in Chiswick.

Many good local roofers are members of the Federation of Master Builders. That is a mark of
quality because it means they have been vetted and they follow a code of conduct. It is not a
guarantee, but it is a good sign. A roofer who is part of that organisation is likely to stand
behind their work and handle any issues that come up.



Roof Repairs, Guttering, and Property Restoration
Roof repairs are the bread and butter of any local roofer. But there is a difference between
patching a leak and fixing the underlying problem. I have been called to houses where
someone had just slapped some sealant on a cracked tile, only for the leak to appear
somewhere else a month later. A proper roof repair means finding the source of the problem -
maybe it is a slipped tile, a cracked flashing, or a blocked gutter - and fixing it properly.

Guttering is another thing that gets overlooked. If your gutters are clogged or sagging, water
backs up and can get into the roof structure. That leads to rot and damp inside the house. A
good roofer will check the gutters as part of a roof inspection and clean them out or replace
them if needed. It is a small thing that makes a big difference.

Property restoration is a broader term, but in Chiswick it often means bringing an older house
back to its original condition while upgrading the things that matter - insulation, waterproofing,
and structural integrity. That might involve replacing old felt roofing with a modern EPDM
system, or swapping out broken roof tiles with matching ones. It might mean stripping the roof



back to the rafters and starting again. That kind of work requires a roofer who understands
both the old and the new.

Practical Details That Make a Difference
When you are getting quotes from roofers in Chiswick, there are a few practical things to look
for. Ask about the materials they plan to use. If they mention Gorilla scaffold boards, that is a
good sign because those boards are strong and safe. Ask about the warranty on the work. A
decent roofer will offer a guarantee on both materials and labour. Ask about the timeline and
whether they will need to come back for a second visit. A professional will give you a clear
schedule and stick to it.

One thing I always advise is to get a written quote that spells out the scope of work. That way,
there are no surprises if they find rot in the roof deck or unexpected damage under the tiles. A
good roofer will tell you about those issues when they find them, but having it in writing
protects both of you.

Another detail: if you have a flat roof that gets a lot of sun, consider a white or light-coloured
EPDM membrane. It reflects heat and keeps the room below cooler in summer. That is the kind
of practical advice that comes from experience, not from a sales script.

https://propertyrestorationservice.co.uk/


Choosing the Right Roofer for Your Home



At the end of the day, your roof is one of the most important parts of your home. It keeps the
weather out, it insulates your house, and it adds to the look of the property. Taking the time to
find a roofer who knows their trade and knows Chiswick is worth it. Look for someone who has
been in the area for a while, who can show you examples of their work, and who talks to you
like a person, not a customer.

Whether you need roof repairs, a full re roofing, chimney works, or new flat roofing, the right
roofer will make the process straightforward. They will turn up on time, keep the site clean, and
do the job properly. And that is exactly what you want when you are trusting someone with the
roof over your head.

If you are looking for roofers in Chiswick, take your time. Ask the right questions. And
remember that a good roofer is not just someone who can nail a tile - they are someone who
can look at your roof and see the whole picture.


