What Storm Damage Usually Does To Exterior Doors

In Ellis County, hail rarely hits a door the same way it hits a roof, but the damage pattern is still easy to recognize

once you have seen a few storm seasons.

The most visible problems are usually dents in steel skins, split wood surfaces, damaged glass lites, and finish

wear that exposes the material underneath.

The hidden issues matter just as much, because wind pressure and flying debris can bend the frame, stress the

hinges, and push the slab out of alignment.

A good storm-ready door needs more than impact resistance. It should resist dents, stay aligned, and maintain a

dependable seal after repeated summer heat, sudden wind, and hail.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Materials That Hold Up Best In Hail And Wind

For most homes, fiberglass is the safest all-around choice because it balances durability, insulation, and impact

resistance better than many basic steel or wood options.
Fiberglass doors do not dent as easily as thin steel, and they hold paint well if the factory finish is decent.

Steel can be a strong, practical choice, but standard hollow units dent more easily in a hail event unless the panel

is built heavier and installed properly.
For storm-prone homes, wood can work, but it needs consistent care and a homeowner who stays ahead of

sealing, painting, and touch-ups.

Best Material Choices By Exposure

- Solid wood only if appearance is the top priority and maintenance will not be neglected.

If a front entry faces the open side of a lot or takes the brunt of wind-driven debris, material choice matters even

more.

What To Look For Beyond The Slab

The door itself is important, but the full opening matters just as much, because a weak frame or poor seal can

ruin an otherwise good slab.

In this part of Texas, foundation movement is common enough that a sloppy frame install can turn into a leak or

sticking door before long.
A door can look solid and still perform badly if the seals are thin, damaged, or poorly adjusted.
If the door includes glass, ask whether the glazing is impact rated or just decorative.

On homes that see repeated hail or strong wind, upgraded hinges, better lock hardware, and a precise fit at the

jamb are practical necessities, not cosmetic upgrades.

Choosing A Door For Ellis County Conditions



The local weather is hard on exterior doors because hail, high temperatures, wind, and UV exposure all show up

in the same year.

Fiberglass Midlothian TX window replacement is usually the best starting point for homeowners who want a low-

maintenance door that stands up well to storm seasons.
It is a sensible option, but buyers should understand that denting is part of the trade-off.

Wood makes sense when curb appeal is driving the decision and the homeowner is willing to maintain it

carefully.

Before choosing a replacement, have the opening checked for frame damage, movement, and exposure, because

the best door on paper can underperform if the surrounding structure is not right.

Installation Details That Make The Difference

A strong door can still fail if the install is rushed.

The unit needs to be plumb, square, and shimmed correctly, with the jamb anchored firmly and the insulation

around it applied without gaps.

A careful installer will test the strike, adjust the hinges, and confirm that the bottom sweep actually meets the
threshold.

Sometimes the right fix is a new full frame unit, especially if the old jamb is warped, the threshold is worn, or the

door no longer seals evenly.

In many cases, the door that costs a little more upfront ends up being the better value because it holds up longer

after repeated weather cycles.
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