Metal vs Asphalt Roof: Which Material Holds Up
Better Over Time?

When it comes to choosing a roof, homeowners in Austin, Texas often find themselves
comparing two very different materials. On one side you have metal, which has been used on
barns and industrial buildings for generations. On the other side you have asphalt shingles, the
most common residential roofing material in many parts of the country. The choice between
them is not just about looks. It affects how much you pay upfront, how often you need repairs,
and how long the roof will last before it needs a full replacement. This article breaks down the
real-world differences in a metal vs asphalt roof decision, based on decades of installation
experience and local climate conditions.

How the Materials Compare in Real Life

Asphalt shingles are made from a fiberglass or organic mat coated with asphalt and topped
with mineral granules. They are relatively inexpensive, easy to install, and come in a wide range
of colors. But they are also a petroleum-based product that degrades under UV exposure over
time. In the hot Austin sun, asphalt shingles can start curling, cracking, or losing granules
within 10 to 15 years. A metal roof, on the other hand, is typically made from steel or aluminum
that is coated with zinc or a painted finish. Standing seam metal roof systems and corrugated
metal roofing are the two most common profiles used on residential homes in central Texas.
Both offer significantly longer service lives, often 40 to 70 years, depending on the gauge of the
metal and the quality of the installation.

The phrase metal vs asphalt roof comes up often when homeowners are trying to decide what

to put on a steep slope roof. Asphalt shingles are lightweight and flexible, which makes them
easier to install on complex roof shapes. But they also have a shorter roof lifespan, which
means more frequent asphalt roof replacement. Metal roofs require more skill to install
correctly, especially with standing seam panels that have hidden fasteners. A good roofing
contractor Austin will tell you that metal roof installation demands precision in aligning panels,
setting the seams, and integrating flashings. If done right, a metal roof can outlast two or three
asphalt roofs.

Upfront Cost vs Long-Term Value

Metal roof cost is higher than asphalt shingles on a per-square-foot basis. Depending on the
gauge of the metal, the complexity of the roof design, and the type of coating, a standing seam
metal roof can cost two to three times more than asphalt shingles. But that initial investment
often pays off over time. Asphalt shingles typically need replacement every 15 to 20 years,


https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/metal-roofing

while a well-installed metal roof can last 50 years or more with basic roof maintenance. That
means over the life of a typical home, you might replace asphalt shingles twice or even three
times. The total cost of ownership for metal can be lower, especially when you factor in the
cost of disposal and the labor for multiple tear-offs.

Another factor is the metal roof warranty. Most metal roof manufacturers offer warranties
ranging from 20 years to 40 years, depending on the product line and the level of coating.
Asphalt shingle warranties are often prorated and can be difficult to claim. In the metal vs
asphalt roof comparison, the warranty alone can tip the scales for homeowners who plan to
stay in their house for more than a decade.

Weather and Climate Performance

Austin Texas roofing has to contend with intense heat, hail, and occasional high winds. Asphalt
shingles absorb heat, which can make the attic space hotter and increase air conditioning
costs. Metal roofs reflect more solar radiation, especially when they are coated with cool roof
technology that meets Energy Star standards. That makes metal an energy efficient roofing
option, particularly in the summer months. Some metal panels also have a special reflective
pigment that reduces the urban heat island effect. For homeowners concerned about energy
bills, the difference can be measurable.

Fire resistant roofing is another consideration. Metal is non-combustible, while asphalt
shingles are petroleum-based and can ignite in a wildfire or if a hot ember lands on the roof. In
areas prone to brush fires, many building codes now require Class A fire-rated roofing. Metal
roofs easily meet that standard. Asphalt shingles can also be rated Class A, but only if they are
made with a special fire-resistant coating. The natural fire resistance of metal gives it an edge
in the metal vs asphalt roof decision, especially for homes in the wildland-urban interface.

Metal roof noise is a common concern. During a heavy rainstorm or hailstorm, a metal roof can
be louder than asphalt shingles. But modern metal roof systems are installed over a solid deck
with a roofing underlayment that provides both a moisture barrier and sound deadening. Some
contractors also add an extra layer of insulation or a acoustic mat under the metal panels. With
proper underlayment, the noise difference is minimal. In fact, many homeowners say they
cannot tell the difference once the roof is fully assembled.

Maintenance and Repair Over Time

Roof maintenance for asphalt shingles involves checking for missing or curled tabs, cleaning
gutters, and sealing around vents and chimneys. As the shingles age, they become brittle and
can crack or blow off in strong winds. Metal roof repair is less frequent but can be more
specialized. Loose seams, popped fasteners, or scratches in the coating need to be addressed



promptly to prevent rust. A good roofing contractor Austin will inspect the metal roof every
couple of years to check the sealant at the end laps and the condition of the flashings. With
corrugated metal roofing, the fasteners need to be checked for tightness because the gaskets
can dry out over time.

One advantage of metal is that individual panels can be replaced without tearing off the whole
roof. With asphalt shingles, repairs are often straightforward, but finding matching color and
texture after a few years can be difficult. The roofing materials comparison should also
consider the environmental impact. Asphalt shingles end up in landfills when replaced, while
metal roofs are 100 percent recyclable at the end of their long life.

Practical Advice for Homeowners

If you are building a new home or planning a full roof replacement, start by looking at the slope
of your roof. Steep slope roofs work well with both metal and asphalt, but the installation
methods differ. Standing seam metal roof panels are field-formed on site and require a skilled
crew. Corrugated metal roofing is simpler and can be installed by a competent roofer. For
asphalt shingles, the key is proper nailing and ventilation. In either case, hiring an experienced
roofing contractor Austin is essential for a long-lasting result.

Another thing to consider is the color and finish. Metal roofs come in a variety of colors with
baked-on paint finishes that resist fading. Lighter colors reflect heat better, which ties back to
energy efficient roofing. Asphalt shingles also come in light colors, but they tend to show wear
faster. The choice between metal vs asphalt roof often comes down to budget and how long
you plan to stay in the house. If you are planning to sell within 10 years, asphalt shingles might
make more financial sense. If you want a roof that will last through your kids' childhood and
into your retirement, metal is hard to beat.

Finally, do not forget the importance of proper ventilation and underlayment. A quality roofing
underlayment protects the deck from moisture and provides a secondary barrier if a panel or
shingle fails. Metal roofs require a specific type of underlayment that is compatible with the
metal to avoid galvanic corrosion. Asphalt roofs use a felt or synthetic underlayment that
breathes. Both systems need good attic ventilation to prevent ice dams in cold climates, but in
Austin, the main concern is heat and moisture control.

Final Thoughts

The metal vs asphalt roof debate has no single right answer. It depends on your budget, your
climate, your aesthetic preferences, and how long you plan to own the home. Asphalt shingles
are a proven, affordable option that works well in many situations. Metal roofs offer durability,
energy savings, and fire resistance that can make them a smart long-term investment. By



understanding the trade-offs in roof lifespan, maintenance, and upfront cost, you can make a
decision that suits your home and your lifestyle. In Austin, where the sun is intense and the
weather can be unpredictable, the choice between these two materials is one that deserves

careful thought.



