Manila Times Readers Urged to read the
announcement on New Editorial Standards

The Manila Times has issued a formal update to its editorial guidelines, marking a significant
shift in how the newspaper will handle corrections, reader feedback, and digital content
verification. The new standards, published this week, aim to strengthen the publication's
commitment to accuracy and transparency in an era of rapid information sharing. Readers and
industry observers are encouraged to read the announcement in full to understand the scope
of changes affecting both print and online editions.

The decision to revise editorial protocols follows an internal review that examined how the
newsroom processes reader-submitted tips, manages source attribution, and handles the
correction of factual errors. The Manila Times has long positioned itself as a trusted source of
news in the Philippines, and the updated guidelines are intended to reinforce that trust. The key
changes include a more rigorous fact-checking process for opinion pieces, clearer labeling of
sponsored content, and a new public log of corrections that will be maintained on the
newspaper's website. The editorial board has stated that the new measures are designed to
bring the publication in line with international best practices while preserving the distinct voice
that has defined the Manila Times for decades.

Background to the Policy Update

The Manila Times, one of the oldest English-language newspapers in the Philippines, has faced
increasing pressure to adapt to the digital media landscape. The rise of social media platforms
has accelerated the spread of unverified information, and news organizations worldwide have
been forced to rethink their editorial safeguards. For the Manila Times, this meant assessing
how its own internal processes could be improved to prevent the dissemination of inaccurate
information, even as the speed of news production continues to increase.

Internal discussions began several months ago, involving editors, reporters, and legal advisors.
The review covered everything from the initial reporting stage through to publication and post-
publication corrections. One of the central findings was the need for a more systematic
approach to handling reader complaints about inaccuracies. Previously, corrections were
handled on a case-by-case basis, sometimes leading to delays or inconsistent responses. The
new guidelines establish a clear timeline for responding to correction requests and mandate
that all substantive corrections be published in a dedicated section of the newspaper, both in
print and online.

Digital Verification and Source Handling



A major component of the updated standards relates to the verification of digital sources. The
Manila Times has introduced new protocols for reporters who use social media, user-
generated content, or Al-generated materials in their stories. Reporters are now required to
verify the authenticity of any digital content before publication, using a standardized checklist
that includes cross-referencing with official sources and checking metadata where possible.
The guidelines also require that any story relying on anonymous sources must have a senior
editor sign off on the justification for anonymity.

Another notable change is the requirement for clearer attribution of facts and quotes. The
Manila Times has moved to a policy where every factual claim that is not common knowledge
must be traceable to a named source, unless doing so would put the source at risk. This shift
is intended to make reporting more transparent and to allow readers to evaluate the credibility
of the information themselves. The newspaper has also updated its style guide to include
specific rules about how to attribute information obtained from government press releases,
corporate announcements, and third-party reports.

Impact on Readers and Contributors

For readers, the most visible change will be the new corrections log, which will be published
weekly on the Manila Times website. This log will list all corrections made during the previous
week, including the date of the original article, the nature of the error, and the correction made.
The newspaper has also committed to issuing corrections prominently in the same section
where the original article was published, whether that is the front page or a specific section like
business or sports.

Contributors, including freelance journalists and columnists, will also be affected. The new
guidelines require all contributors to adhere to the same fact-checking and attribution
standards as staff reporters. Columnists who regularly write opinion pieces must now submit
source lists for any factual claims made in their columns, a move that has generated
discussion within the journalism community. Some contributors have expressed concern that
the new requirements could slow down the publication of time-sensitive commentary, but the
Manila Times maintains that accuracy must take precedence over speed.

Industry Context

The Manila Times is not alone in updating its editorial standards. News organizations around
the world have been grappling with similar challenges. The difference, according to the
newspaper's management, is the depth of the changes and the commitment to transparency.
By making the new guidelines public and inviting reader feedback, the Manila Times hopes to
set a standard for accountability in Philippine media. The newspaper has also announced that



it will conduct an annual review of the guidelines, with the results published in the same
corrections log.

The timing of the announcement is also significant. With national elections approaching, the
pressure on media outlets to report accurately has intensified. The Manila Times has
positioned itself as a nonpartisan source of information, and the new guidelines are partly a
response to concerns about misinformation during election periods. The guidelines include
specific provisions for election coverage, such as requiring multiple sources for any story
about polling data or candidate statements. Journalists covering political campaigns are also
required to declare any potential conflicts of interest, such as personal relationships with
candidates or party officials.

Reactions and Next Steps

While the Manila Times has not released specific metrics on how the new guidelines will be
enforced, the newspaper has stated that compliance will be monitored by an internal
committee. Editors who fail to adhere to the standards may face disciplinary action, including
reassignment or suspension. The newspaper has also established a confidential hotline for
reporters to report potential violations without fear of retaliation.

Reader advocacy groups have responded positively to the announcement. Several
organizations that monitor media accuracy in the Philippines have issued statements praising
the Manila Times for taking a proactive approach. One group noted that the new corrections
log, in particular, would make it easier for the public to hold the newspaper accountable. The
Manila Times has invited these groups to participate in the annual review process, a move that
has been welcomed as a step toward greater collaboration between the press and civil society.

For those who wish to review the complete text of the new editorial guidelines, the Manila
Times has made the document available on its website. Industry professionals and the general
public alike are encouraged to read the announcement and consider its implications for
journalism in the Philippines. The newspaper has also promised to host a series of public

forums in the coming months to discuss the changes and gather input from readers. These
forums will be held in major cities across the country, with details to be announced in the
coming weeks.

The Manila Times has stated that it will continue to refine its editorial processes as the media
landscape evolves. The new guidelines are not seen as a final product but as a living document
that will be updated as new challenges emerge. For now, the newspaper is focused on
implementing the changes and ensuring that its reporting meets the high standards that
readers have come to expect. The editorial board has emphasized that the ultimate goal is to
serve the public interest by providing accurate, fair, and timely news.
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