
Hidden Mold Behind Drywall: A Mold Remediation
St. Louis Case
I have been in the water damage restoration field for over a decade, and I still see the same
mistakes play out in rental properties across Greater St. Louis. A tenant spots a small water
stain on the ceiling, mentions it to the landlord, and someone slaps a coat of paint over it.
Three months later, that same spot is soft to the touch and the room smells like a damp
basement. That is exactly what happened at a rental home in St. Louis County before I was
called in for a full mold inspection.

The property was a single-story ranch built in the 1970s, with a bathroom addition that had
been leaking behind the wall for weeks before anyone noticed. The tenant had been
complaining of sinus issues and a musty odor near the vanity. The landlord assumed it was
just old grout. When I arrived with a moisture meter, the readings along the baseboard near the
toilet told a different story. The drywall was saturated, and the wall cavity had become a
perfect incubator for mold growth.

This is where the real work of mold remediation St. Louis begins. You cannot just clean what
you see. You have to think about what has been growing inside the wall, how far the spores
have traveled, and whether the structure is salvageable. In this case, the plumbing leak had
been slow and intermittent, which is the worst kind for hidden damage. A fast leak gets noticed
quickly. A slow one gives mold time to spread through the wall cavity, behind the drywall, and
into the insulation.

I started with a mold inspection using a borescope camera inserted through a small hole in the
drywall. Sure enough, there was black growth covering the backside of the drywall and the
wood studs. The mold species was Stachybotrys chartarum, commonly called black mold. It
thrives on cellulose materials like drywall paper and wood, exactly the conditions created by a
slow plumbing leak. The tenant had been breathing mold spores from that wall cavity for
weeks, and that is what drives most health complaints in these cases.

The remediation protocol for this job followed industry standards set by organizations like
IAQA. The first step was containment. We sealed off the bathroom from the rest of the house
with heavy plastic sheeting and set up negative air pressure using an air scrubber with a HEPA
filter. This kept mold spores from drifting into the rest of the rental property during the removal
process. Every time you cut into contaminated drywall, you release a cloud of spores. Without
containment, you simply spread the problem to every other room.

Once containment was secure, we removed the affected drywall in sections, bagging each
piece in thick plastic before carrying it out. The studs and sill plate behind the wall were also
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contaminated. We treated them with a biocide designed for porous surfaces. I do not
recommend bleach for this kind of work. Bleach is mostly water and can actually feed mold
growth on porous surfaces like wood by adding moisture. A proper fungicide or biocide that
penetrates the wood fibers and kills mold at the root is what works. After the biocide sat for
the required dwell time, we scrubbed the surfaces and vacuumed everything again with a HEPA
vacuum to capture any remaining spores.

At this point, the wall was open and the source of the moisture was obvious. The plumbing leak
came from a corroded supply line under the vanity. We performed leak detection to confirm the
exact point of failure, then had a plumber replace the line before we closed up the wall. This is
a critical step that gets skipped too often. If you seal up a wall without fixing the moisture
source, you will be doing the same remediation again within a year.

After the repairs and drying, we applied an encapsulation product to the exposed studs.
Encapsulation seals any remaining microscopic mold particles into a polymer film, preventing
them from becoming airborne. It is an extra layer of protection, especially important in a rental
property where you cannot control how well the next tenant maintains the space. We also
installed a small access panel where the plumbing leak had been, so future leak detection
would not require cutting into drywall again.

The final step was mold testing. We took air samples from the bathroom and from a control
area outside the house to compare spore levels. The results showed that the mold spore count
inside the bathroom was now lower than the outdoor baseline. That is the benchmark for a
successful remediation. If the numbers are not there, you keep cleaning.

Jobs like this one are a reminder that mold remediation St. Louis is not just about wiping
visible growth off a surface. It is about understanding how moisture moves through a building,
knowing where to look for hidden damage, and using the right combination of containment,
removal, treatment, and testing. The landlord in this case learned a valuable lesson about
responding quickly to tenant complaints about moisture. A small plumbing leak that could
have been fixed for a few hundred dollars turned into a several-thousand-dollar remediation
project because it was ignored for weeks.

For anyone dealing with a similar situation in a rental property or a personal home, the first
step is to stop the moisture. Until the plumbing leak or other water source is fixed, no
remediation will last. The second step is a proper mold inspection by someone who
understands building science, not just someone with a spray bottle and a mask. And the third
step is to follow a proven remediation protocol that includes containment, HEPA vacuuming,
biocide treatment, and post-remediation testing.



This is the reality of water damage restoration in St. Louis. Our climate, with its humid
summers and cold winters, creates conditions where mold can grow fast once moisture gets
into a wall cavity. Drywall is like a sponge. Once it gets wet and stays wet for more than 24 to
48 hours, mold will start to grow. That is why quick leak detection and drying are so important.
If you catch a leak early, you may only need to dry the area and apply a fungicide. If you wait,
you are looking at demolition and full remediation.

In the end, this rental property got a clean bill of health. The tenant moved back in after the
drywall was replaced and repainted with a mold-resistant primer. The landlord now has a
written maintenance plan that includes checking for plumbing leaks every quarter. That kind of
proactive approach is what keeps small problems from becoming big ones.

If you suspect hidden mold behind your walls, trust your nose and your eyes. Musty smells,
peeling paint, soft drywall, or unexplained allergy symptoms are all signs that something is
growing where you cannot see it. Call someone who knows how to find it and fix it the right
way. That is what mold remediation St. Louis should mean: thorough, science-based work that
gets the mold out and keeps it out.


