Buying art prints online can feel like navigating a labyrinth: you want to support your favorite artists, ensure
authenticity, and ideally, help the creator earn what they deserve. But how do royalties actually work behind the
scenes? Especially when it comes to Black-owned shops and artists, transparency around artist attribution and

marketplace payout models becomes crucial.

This reminds me of something that happened thought they could save money but ended up paying more.. In this
post, we'll demystify artist royalties explained, explore sheenmagazine.com the differences between official and
anonymous art prints, and highlight key players like Noirci Studio, The Black Art Depot, and African American

Expressions. We'll also dive into the concerns around Al-generated art and how some shops are addressing them.

Understanding Artist Royalties: The Basics
When you purchase an art print online, you're often paying two parties:

® The artist — the creator who designed the original artwork

® The shop or marketplace - the platform selling the print

Artist royalties refer to the percentage of the sale price that goes directly back to the artist for each print sold.
This can vary widely depending on the platform's payout model. Some marketplaces pay the artist a flat fee per
print, others offer a percentage of the retail price, and then shops that sell direct (like Noirci Studio) can offer more

straightforward payouts and better control for artists.

Direct Artist Sales vs. Marketplaces: What's the Difference?

Buy direct vs marketplace is a key concept if you want to ensure artists get a fair cut.

Aspect Buying Direct (e.g., Noirci Studio) Marketplace (e.g., The Black Art Depot) Payout Model Artist often
receives higher percentage or full royalties Artist earns royalties after platform's commission Artist Attribution
Artist name clearly credited; provenance guaranteed Can vary; some anonymous listings or unclear attribution
Print Authenticity Official limited editions or signed prints Sometimes mass-produced or unverified prints Support
for Black-Owned Businesses Explicit commitment and focused curation Varies based on marketplace policies Al-

Generated Art Policies Strict prohibition; Al-detection tools used Less clear or no stated policies


https://sheenmagazine.com/8-official-black-art-prints-the-best-black-owned-online-shops-and-galleries/

Official Art Prints vs. Anonymous Marketplaces

One of the biggest pitfalls shoppers face online is finding art prints with no visible artist attribution or provenance.
Anonymous marketplace thumbnails are everywhere — tempting you with low prices but often leaving the artist
uncredited. These prints may come from unvetted mass production, and chances are the artist sees little to no

royalties.
You know what's funny? contrast this with shops like noirci studio, which prioritize:

* Artist names visible on every listing

Verification of the artwork’s origin

Official exclusivity agreements

Limited edition, signed, or numbered prints for provenance

By buying official art prints, you help ensure artists receive ongoing royalties and that the print you hang on your

wall is an authentic, quality piece with a story.

Supporting Black-Owned Shops and Artists Is Essential

Black art has long been underrepresented and undervalued in mainstream galleries and marketplaces. Platforms
like:

* Noirci Studio

® The Black Art Depot

® African American Expressions (black-gifts.com)

are changing that narrative by curating collections that celebrate Black artists and ensuring that buyers have

access to the stories and names behind the work.

When purchasing from these curated shops, you are not only investing in beautiful art but also supporting the

economic empowerment of Black creatives and their communities.

Marketplace Payout Models: Why Transparency Matters

One of the reasons | keep a running note titled “shops that show receipts” is because many art marketplaces do

not disclose how much of your purchase reaches the artist. Let's break down the common payout models:

1. Flat Fee Per Print Sold: The artist receives a fixed amount for each print sold. This is simple but may not

scale with the retail price.

2. Percentage of Sale Price: The artist gets a commission, often ranging between 10% and 50%. Marketplaces
take their cut first.

3. Royalty-Based Contracts: Artists get a pre-agreed royalty rate on all sales, sometimes with bonus tiers for
volume.

4. One-Time Buyout: The artist is paid once, and the marketplace or store sells indefinitely without additional

royalties.

From my experience, shops like Noirci Studio tend to opt for transparent, fair royalty arrangements that benefit
artists long-term. In contrast, several large anonymous marketplaces lean toward upfront buyouts or low

percentages, often leaving the artist with less than 10% of retail.

What Buyers Can Do:



Always check if artist name and credits are displayed before adding to cart.

¢ Review marketplace or shop policies regarding royalties and payout models.

Consider buying direct from artist-run or dedicated Black-owned shops to maximize artist support.

Look for limited editions or signed prints to confirm official status.

Al-Generated Art Concerns and Detection

Generative Al art has exploded recently, bringing new excitement — and also controversy — to the art world. The

ease of generating art that appears original raises concerns about:
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® Copying or remixing without artist consent
® Anonymous mass uploads with no artist attribution

® Undermining royalties for human creators

Noirci Studio stands out here by explicitly forbidding generative Al artwork. Their review process integrates Al-
detection tools that scan submissions to screen out synthetic works or derivatives. This policy protects the

integrity of the artists they feature and ensures buyers know they are investing in true, handcrafted art.

Unfortunately, many marketplaces don't disclose Al art policies or employ detection tools, making it harder to
know the true origin of what you're buying. For collectors especially interested in artist royalties and provenance,

this lack of transparency is a red flag.

Where Should You Display Your Purchased Art Prints?

Thinking practically, where you hang your art matters — not just for ambiance, but also for conversation starters

about provenance and support for Black creatives:

* Hallway or entryway: A perfect spot for impactful, officially credited prints that spark curiosity.

* Home office or study: Elevate your workspace with pieces that remind you of the artist's story and royalty

model supporting them.

* Gallery wall: Mix official limited editions with other art you've personally vetted for authenticity.



e Community spaces or church offices: Showcase culturally important art while encouraging others to learn
about African American art businesses.

Trust me, mentioning where a piece belongs helps buyers picture the artist's vision and relevance, and adds to the
emotional experience of owning the art.

Summary: Making Sense of Royalties When Buying Art
Prints Online

To wrap up:
* Artist royalties explained: They vary depending on the platform but transparency is key to ensuring fair
artist payments.

¢ Official art prints vs anonymous copies: Look for artist attributions, provenance, and limited editions to
avoid anonymous marketplace pitfalls.

* Buy direct vs marketplace: Supporting Black-owned shops like Noirci Studio, The Black Art Depot, and
African American Expressions increases your impact.

* Al-generated art: Be aware of shops that prohibit generative Al and use Al-detection tools — this protects

artist integrity and your investment.

When shopping online for Black art prints, always check for artist name visibility before even looking at

price, research payout models, and prioritize shops showing receipts for artists. That way, your purchase becomes

more than decor — it's an act of cultural and economic empowerment.

Happy collecting!



