Yes, there can be local requests to avoid particular hills or parts of an estate during autumn deer stalking
—but there is no single blanket closure covering every walk near Braemar. The dates, locations and
preferred routes can vary with the estate and the work planned that day. A path that is suitable in one week may
be discouraged in another.

Braemar is a useful base for autumn walking because you can reach short village and riverside routes without a
long drive, and still have quick climbs with wide views on the doorstep. The key is to match your route to the day’s
conditions and any current estate advice. Check before setting out, carry a map, and be ready to choose a lower-

level alternative if a route crosses working estate ground.

This guide explains how to plan responsibly, where to find current information, and how Morrone's birkwood adds

a nature and conservation dimension to a visit.

What deer stalking restrictions mean

Deer stalking is part of managing red deer on many Scottish estates. In late summer and autumn, stalkers may be
working in open hills and glens, sometimes with vehicles, dogs and rifles. Estate requests commonly ask walkers to
avoid a specific corrie, side of a hill or access route while stalking is under way. These are generally requests to help
keep people safe and avoid disrupting the work, rather than a permanent prohibition on walking across the whole

estate.

That distinction matters near Braemar. The surrounding landscape includes village paths, public roads, estate
tracks and open hill ground. A route can move from one type of access to another within a short distance. Do not

assume that a line shown on a map is unaffected by a day's stalking activity, or that a quiet-looking hillside is

necessarily clear.

There is no reliable rule such as “avoid all hills before midday” that works everywhere. Stalking arrangements are
local and can change at short notice. Follow signs and on-the-ground instructions, and contact the relevant estate

if you are planning to cross ground where stalking may be taking place.

How to check before you leave



1. Choose your route first. [dentify the estate ground it crosses, rather than checking only the summit or

trailhead. A map helps you see whether a short walk links to open hill terrain.

2. Look for current estate advice. Check estate websites, notices at access points and any contact details

provided locally. If the information is unclear, ask the estate about your intended route and date.

3. Use local walking information. The Cairngorms National Park Authority (CNPA) publishes community path
information and leaflets. Look for the current leaflet covering Braemar and its nearby paths; printed copies

may also be available locally. Treat a leaflet as a route-planning aid, not a live stalking update.

4. Check the forecast. Read the Mountain Weather Information Service (MWIS) Cairngorms forecast before
committing to a hill. In autumn, wind, cloud, rain and falling temperatures can quickly make an exposed climb

less pleasant or more serious.

5. Have a plan B. Keep a village or riverside loop in mind if estate advice, weather or daylight makes the hill

route a poor choice.

Give yourself enough time to check information on the day, not just the night before. Forecasts can shift, and a

route that looks straightforward on a summer evening may be a poor fit on a wet, windy autumn afternoon.

Braemar as a low-driving walking base

One of Braemar’s strengths is that a walking day does not have to begin with a long drive. You can start near the
village, explore a path beside the River Dee or the Clunie Water, and decide whether conditions justify going

higher. That flexibility is valuable when daylight is shortening or the forecast is uncertain.

Use the CNPA community paths leaflet to identify established local routes and linking paths, and check the map
before you go. Route surfaces and river levels can vary after rain. Keep to paths where appropriate, close gates,

and avoid creating new lines across wet ground simply to shorten a loop.

Short village and riverside loops

For a lower-level day, make a village circuit that takes in Braemar's streets and nearby riverside paths. The River
Dee and Clunie Water give the area much of its character, while the surrounding woodland and open views make a
short walk feel like a proper Highland outing. You can tailor the distance by turning back at a chosen bridge, path

junction or viewpoint.



These routes are particularly useful when:

® estate information suggests avoiding a nearby hill or section of working ground;

low cloud, strong wind or heavy showers make an exposed ascent unattractive;
® you have arrived late and have limited daylight;

® you want a recovery walk between bigger mountain days.

Keep an eye on river conditions. A riverside path is not automatically safe in high water, and muddy or slippery
sections can take longer than expected. Do not cross a flooded path or attempt an informal river crossing. In
autumn, carry a warm layer and a waterproof even for a short local walk: weather can change while you are away

from the village.

Quick climbs with big viewpoints

If conditions are good, Braemar offers quick climbs that deliver rewarding views without requiring a full mountain
day. Morrone, rising above the village, is the obvious example. Its summit gives a broad outlook across Deeside
and towards the Cairngorms, making it a tempting choice when you want height without a long drive.

But "quick” is relative. The climb is steep in places, and mist can make navigation harder on the higher ground.
Check the route on a map, allow time for the descent, and do not use a summit view as the only measure of
whether the weather is suitable. If cloud is lowering or the wind is strong, a lower walk may be the better

experience.

Before setting off, check whether your chosen line crosses ground where stalking is taking place. Estate advice may
relate to a particular side of the hill or an approach, rather than Morrone as a whole. If asked to avoid an area, do
so and choose another route. Do not try to skirt around a notice by cutting across open ground or entering a

neighbouring glen without checking its status.

As with any autumn hill walk, carry a paper map or a reliable offline map, a compass and the skills to use them. A
phone is useful, but cold, wet conditions and poor signal can make it an unreliable sole navigation tool. Set a

turnaround time that leaves a comfortable margin before dark.

Morrone Birkwood: nature and conservation



Morrone is not only a viewpoint. Its lower slopes include birch woodland, or birkwood, which contributes to the
ecological richness of the landscape around Braemar. Woodland edges, scrub and open ground can support a
range of plants, birds and invertebrates. The character of the woodland changes with the season, and autumn

colour can make even a short walk feel especially rewarding.

Enjoy the birkwood with care. Stick to established paths where they are available, keep dogs under close control,
and take litter home. Do not disturb wildlife for a photograph or leave the path to explore sensitive patches of
vegetation. Conservation depends not just on formal designations or management plans, but also on thousands

of small decisions made by visitors.

It is worth treating the woodland and the open hill as different parts of the same landscape. A low-level walk
through or beside woodland may be a good alternative if stalking advice applies higher up. However, do not
assume every path through trees is outside estate management or free of local requests; check signs and current

information wherever you go.

Picking the right walk for the day

What you find on the day Possible plan Planning note Clear forecast, settled wind and no relevant estate request
Consider a climb on Morrone or another planned hill route Check access information, carry navigation and leave
time for the descent. Stalking advice affects your chosen hill or approach Choose a village or riverside circuit
instead Respect the request; do not attempt an unverified detour across estate ground. Low cloud, strong wind or
poor visibility Stay on a lower, familiar route near Braemar Check river levels and slippery surfaces, and carry
waterproofs. Late start or limited daylight Keep to a short local walk Allow for slower progress in wet conditions

and finish with a daylight margin.

Plan routes responsibly on working estate ground

Responsible planning is not about avoiding the hills altogether. It is about understanding that the landscape is
both a place for recreation and a working environment. A little preparation helps you enjoy the day while reducing

the chance of disrupting estate work or putting yourself in an awkward situation.

® Read signs at access points and follow any clear request to avoid an area.

® Ask the estate directly if you cannot tell whether your route is affected.

* Do not approach a stalking party or try to attract attention from a distance; follow the estate’s stated advice.
® Keep dogs close and under control, especially around livestock and wildlife.

* Use the CNPA community paths leaflet to plan local alternatives, then verify current conditions separately.

e Check MWIS for mountain conditions and make a fresh decision if the forecast worsens.

A practical autumn approach

For a simple plan, start by choosing two options: one hill route and one low-level loop. Check the Have a peek
here relevant estate information for the hill, read the Cairngorms forecast, and compare both with the available
daylight. If the hill is affected by stalking advice, the weather is poor or you have less time than expected, take the

lower option without feeling that the day has been wasted.

Braemar makes this easy. Its community paths offer a satisfying way to explore the village and riverside, while

nearby climbs provide bigger views when conditions and access allow. Morrone's birkwood adds a quieter,
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conservation-rich dimension to the landscape, whether you are passing through on a longer walk or choosing a

shorter outing.

So, are there deer stalking restrictions near Braemar in autumn? There may be local, temporary requests on
particular estate ground, but there is no one rule that closes every route. Check current estate advice, use the
CNPA community paths leaflet to find alternatives, and consult the MWIS Cairngorms forecast. With a flexible plan,

you can walk responsibly and make the most of Braemar's autumn days.



