An Easy-To-Follow Guide To Choosing The Right Belgium Driving License

Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide on How to Get a
Belgium Driving License

Acquiring a driving license in Belgium is a thorough process created to make sure that every chauffeur on the
roadway possesses sufficient theoretical knowledge and practical abilities. Whether an expatriate is relocating to
the heart of Europe or a young local is reaching adulthood, comprehending the actions needed to secure a

Belgian driving license is important.

This guide breaks down the requirements, phases, and essential Goedkoop Belgisch Rijbewijs information

associated with getting a basic Category B (automobile) driving license in Belgium.

Prerequisites Before You Start

Before diving into driving lessons, applicants need to fulfill particular legal requirements set by Belgian
authorities.

* Age Requirement: The minimum age to acquire a provisionary license is 17, but applicants can just take the
useful examination and receive a full license at 18.

® Residency: Applicants must be formally registered in a Belgian town ( commune/ gemeente) and hold a valid

residence license.

* Medical Fitness: A basic self-assessment of physical and mental fitness to drive is required. In particular

cases (e.g., particular medical conditions or commercial licenses), a doctor's certificate may be needed.

Action 1: Passing the Theoretical Exam ( Examen Théorique)

Before supporting the wheel, one need to show understanding of the Belgian Highway Code.

The theoretical exam can be taken in French, Dutch, German, or English (with the help of a main translator). It
occurs at an approved evaluation center.

What to Expect on the Test:

® Format: 50 multiple-choice questions on a computer.
® Passing Score: At least 41 out of 50 points.
* Charges: For the majority of basic mistakes, 1 point is subtracted. Nevertheless, major traffic offenses lead to

a reduction of 5 points.

Candidates can prepare by studying the official highway code handbook, taking online practice tests, or

registering in 12 hours of theoretical classes at a recognized driving school ( auto-école/ rijschool).

Action 2: Choosing Your Learning Path

As soon as the theoretical exam is passed, applicants get a theoretical test certificate legitimate for 3 years. The

next step is practical training, for which Belgium uses 3 distinct pathways:
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Learning Pathway Description Minimum Practice Period Accompanying Person Rules Free Training (with Guide)
Learning to drive with one or two designated guides who meet specific requirements. 3 to 36 months Guides
should have held a EU license for a minimum of 8 years and not have had their license withdrawed in the last 3
years. Combined Training Integrating expert driving school lessons with driving along with a guide. 3 to 36
months Minimum of 6 hours at a driving school, followed by practice with a guide. School Training Learning
exclusively through an accredited driving school. 1 to 36 months Minimum of 20 hours of driving lessons with a

licensed trainer.

Action 3: Getting the Provisional License ( Permis de Conduire
Provisoire)

Depending on the chosen training course, candidates need to acquire a provisionary license before practicing on

public roadways.

* Provisionary License 36 Months: Issued for the complimentary training or combined training approaches
(requires a guide).
* Provisional License 18 Months: Issued for school training (allows driving individually after finishing the

required hours) or mixed training when school hours are finished.

Requirements for Accompanying Guides

For those choosing the totally free or combined training paths, accompanying guides need to attend a 3-hour

instruction session at a recognized driving school and register at the local office before practice starts.

Step 4: Hazard Perception Test

Before trying the practical driving exam, candidates in the Walloon and Brussels regions need to pass a threat

perception test.

® This computer-based test examines the motorist's capability to spot prospective risks on the roadway.

* Candidates should effectively pass this test before they are permitted to book the practical roadway exam.

Step 5: The Practical Exam ( Examen Pratique)
The practical test assesses real driving skills in real traffic conditions. It is divided into two primary parts:

1. Off-Road Maneuvers: Conducted on a private testing ground or peaceful street. Maneuvers normally
include reversing in a straight line, making a U-turn, parking (parallel, perpendicular, or angled), and

emergency situation braking.

2. On-Road Driving: Driving in normal traffic conditions for roughly 30 minutes, following the examiner's

instructions while complying with all traffic indications and laws.

If effective, the inspector provides a certificate of success, which stands for a limited time to complete the final

administrative action.

Step 6: Issuance of the Full Driving License

With the useful examination passed, the new motorist sees their local municipal workplace ( commune/

gemeente) to get the main plastic-card driving license.



Documents Required at the Commune:

Valid house permit/ ID card.

Certificate of successful theoretical test.
Certificate of effective practical test.
Current passport-style picture.

Payment for the license cost (generally in between EUR25 and EUR30, depending upon the municipality).

Processing normally takes in between 3 to 5 working days. As soon as ready, the candidate go back to the

commune to gather their complete Category B driving license.

Unique Circumstances: Converting a Foreign License

For individuals transferring to Belgium with a pre-existing driving license, the rules depend totally on the

providing country:

EU/ EEA Licenses: Generally valid in Belgium until their expiration date, though voluntary registration with

the regional municipality is advised.

Non-EU Licenses: Many non-EU licenses can be exchanged for a Belgian driving license within the first 185

days of residency, offered Belgium has a reciprocal contract with the releasing nation.

Licenses from nations without a mutual agreement generally need the holder to retake both the theoretical

and useful assessments in Belgium.

Summary Checklist for Getting a Belgian Driving License

Register as a citizen at the local municipality ( commune/ gemeente).
Study the Belgian Highway Code.

Pass the theoretical evaluation.

Select a learning pathway (Free, Mixed, or School).

Acquire the provisionary driving license.

Complete the required driving practice hours.

Pass the hazard understanding test (where suitable).

Pass the useful driving test.

Obtain the final license at the local municipal workplace.

By following these structured steps, motorists guarantee they are fully gotten ready for the subtleties of Belgian

traffic rules, paving the way for safe and legal journeys throughout the country and the wider European Union.



