A certificate of analysis (COA) can help you check what a hemp product contained when a laboratory tested it. But
a polished PDF is not proof that the report belongs to the product in front of you. Sellers can accidentally—or

deliberately—reuse a report from an earlier batch, a different flavor, or a product with a similar name.

The fastest checks are the batch number mismatch, the COA date check, and whether you see the same
report different product problem. Then look beyond the report’s first page: confirm the product details, examine

the cannabinoid results, and make sure the lab report is traceable to the item you're buying.

Federal hemp rules are also changing. That makes it especially important not to treat an old COA as proof that a
product meets today's—or tomorrow's—requirements. Here's a practical way to check a report and understand
the THC details that matter.

Start with the package and the report

Before interpreting any lab numbers, compare the physical label with the COA. Find the product’s batch, lot, or
production number on the package. Then find the corresponding identifier on the report. The wording may differ
—"lot” on one and “sample ID"” on the other—but the seller should be gr code lab report CBD able to explain the

link clearly.

* Product name: Does the report identify the same product type, such as gummies, tincture, or softgels?
* Flavor or formula: If the product is flavored or has multiple strengths, does the report match that version?
® Batch or lot: Does the package number match the report, or is there a documented link between the two?

* Serving and container details: Does the report make clear whether the result is for a serving, a sample, or

the whole product?

* Manufacturer: Is the company named on the report the maker or supplier identified on the label?

A mismatch does not automatically prove misconduct. A manufacturer may use internal codes that do not appear
on the consumer label. But the seller should be able to provide a reasonable, consistent explanation—not just say,
“That's our standard COA."

Do a COA date check

Look for at least three dates: when the sample was collected, when the lab received it, and when testing was
completed or the report was issued. A report date alone may not tell you how old the tested batch is. For example,
a lab could issue a report months after sampling, or a seller could display an older report for a newly produced
batch.

Compare those dates with the product's manufacturing date, expiration date, and batch information. A COA
should make sense for that specific batch. If the package is marked as a 2026 batch but the report concerns a

sample from 2024, ask the seller to explain how the results apply to the newer product.

Questions to ask when a report looks old

® Was this exact batch tested, or is this a representative sample?

* Can you show a current report for the batch on this package?

Did the formula, ingredients, supplier, or manufacturing process change since the sample was tested?

Does the lab confirm the report ID through its own site or verification system?
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“Recently tested” is not the same as “tested for this batch.” Likewise, a current-looking date does not fix a wrong

product name or batch number. Treat each clue as part of a cross-check.

Watch for “same report, different product” clues

One of the clearest warning signs is finding the same report number or identical lab results attached to products
that should be different. A tincture and a gummy, for example, may contain the same hemp extract but have
different serving sizes and finished-product ingredients. A COA for the extract alone does not necessarily establish

what is in the finished gummy.

Compare the report with the label for the full product name, form, strength, flavor, and cannabinoid amounts.
Look closely at QR codes, too: scan the code on the package and confirm it opens a report for that product and

batch—not a generic company page or a single COA used across a whole catalog.

For a retailer, this is where a simple QR-code COA binder or digital folder helps. Organize reports by product and
lot, and retire superseded reports from active product pages. Brands such as Joy Organics may publish testing
information for customers, but the same rule applies to any brand: verify the report against the specific item and

batch rather than relying on the brand name alone.

Check whether the report is complete and traceable

A useful COA identifies the laboratory, sample, methods, dates, and results. Confirm that it comes from third-
party lab testing, and check whether the lab has a way to verify the report number. A lab’s accreditation or

qualifications can add context, but they do not make a mismatched report relevant to your package.

For cannabinoid products, check whether the report lists delta-9 THC and THCA, rather than only delta-9. A report
that says “THC-free” or shows a non-detect for delta-9 alone may not answer how much THCA is present. “Non-
detect” also means below the lab’s reporting limit for that test; it is not automatically proof that no trace amount

exists.

Also check whether the COA tests the finished product or only an ingredient used to make it. If it tests an
ingredient, ask how the manufacturer verifies the final serving and container amounts. Depending on the product

and applicable rules, other testing—such as for contaminants—may also be relevant.

Understand the total-THC math

Federal hemp rules are shifting toward a total-THC approach that includes THCA. In the common calculation,
THCA is multiplied by 0.877 to account for the mass lost when THCA converts to delta-9 THC through

decarboxylation. The resulting amount is combined with delta-9 THC to estimate total THC:
Total THC = delta-9 THC + (THCA x 0.877)

For example, suppose a sample contains 0.20% delta-9 THC and 0.50% THCA. The THCA contribution is 0.50% x
0.877 = 0.4385%. Estimated total THC is therefore about 0.6385%, not just 0.20%.

That example is a percentage calculation for the tested material. It does not tell you the amount in one serving or
the whole package unless you also know the tested product’s weight and how the lab reports the result. Always

check units and the report’s basis.



Why the per-container cap is stricter than a serving check

The federal changes include a limit based on the amount of total THC in a hemp-derived cannabinoid product per
container. That is a different kind of check from a concentration limit or a per-serving amount. A product can

have a small amount in each serving and still add up to more across the package.

Example THC per serving Servings per container THC per container Product A 0.05 mg 8 0.40 mg Product B 0.05
mg 10 0.50 mg

In this simplified math, Product A reaches 0.40 mg per container, while Product B totals 0.50 mg—even though
both advertise the same amount per serving. The enacted federal provision uses a 0.4 mg total-THC-per-container
threshold for covered hemp-derived cannabinoid products. Product classification and other statutory details

matter, so a label claim or serving-size calculation alone cannot establish compliance.

Nov. 12 vs. Dec. 11, 2026: don’t treat the dates as interchangeable

The federal change is associated with Nov. 12, 2026, the effective date specified for the amended hemp definition
in the 2025 legislation. You may also see Dec. 11, 2026 mentioned in discussions of rollout or enforcement. Do
not assume that the later date automatically creates a nationwide 30-day grace period, or that products are

exempt until then.

For a seller, buyer, or retailer, the practical approach is to verify the controlling federal text, any agency guidance,
and applicable state rules for the relevant date. A COA dated before a rule change does not itself establish that a
product may continue to be sold after the change. The report tells you about a sample; it is not a legal

determination or a promise of future marketability.

When checking a report around a regulatory change, make sure the test includes the analytes and calculations
needed for the current standard. If the COA lists only delta-9 and omits THCA, it may not provide enough

information to assess total THC under a rule that includes THCA.



A quick checklist before you trust a COA

1. Match the package’s batch or lot number to the report—or get a clear explanation linking them.
. Check sample, testing, and report dates against the product's production information.
. Confirm the exact product type, formula, flavor, and strength.

. Verify the report number with the laboratory when possible.

. Check whether the tested sample was the finished product or just an ingredient.
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5. Look for delta-9 and THCA results, plus units and reporting limits.
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7. Calculate the container total when results are given per serving: THC per serving x servings per container.
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. Ask how the seller assesses current federal and state requirements; don't rely on a generic “legal everywhere”

statement.

What to do if the seller can’t answer

If the seller cannot explain a batch mismatch, cannot provide a current report, or points to a COA that describes a
different product, pause before buying. Request the report for the specific batch and ask the seller to confirm

whether it covers the finished product. If the answer stays vague, choose a seller that makes its testing easier to

verify.

A reliable COA is useful only when it is current enough for the question you're asking, tied to the product you're
holding, and detailed enough to interpret. Check the dates, match the batch, inspect the THC analytes, and do the
per-serving versus per-container math. Those simple steps make it much harder for an old report to pass as proof

for a new product.. Pretty simple.



