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How to Get a Driver's Licence in Ireland: The Complete Step-by-Step
Guide
Protecting a chauffeur's licence in Ireland is an initiation rite that opens up new opportunities for work, travel,
and independence. Nevertheless, the process includes a number of distinct phases, from showing identity to
mastering the rules of the roadway and passing the dry run.

Navigating the Irish licensing system handled by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence
Service (NDLS) can seem frustrating initially. This detailed guide breaks down everything an ambitious chauffeur
requires to know to get safely behind the wheel.

The Irish Licensing Journey at a Glance
Before diving into the specifics, it helps to comprehend the development of getting a full driving licence in
Ireland (particularly for a Category B automobile licence).

Phase Action Required Secret Requirement 1. Theory Test Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT) Study the official
rules of the roadway 2. Learner Permit Request the first Learner Permit Eye report, medical report (if suitable),
picture 3. Vital Training Total Essential Driver Training (EDT) 12 obligatory lessons with an ADI instructor 4.
Practice Minimum waiting period & & practice Wait 6 months from license problem date 5. Driving Test Pass
the useful driving test Schedule via the RSA portal and pass 6. Complete Licence Obtain the Full Irish Driving
Licence Submit pass certificate to the NDLS

Action 1: Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT)
The very first hurdle on the road to getting a licence is the Driver Theory Test. This computer-based test assesses
knowledge of road safety, traffic signs, and Irish driving guidelines.

Eligibility: Anyone aged 17 or older can sit the cars and truck (Category B) theory test.

How to Book: Bookings can be made online through the main Driver Theory Test website.

Preparation: Candidates need to study the official Rules of the Road book and use licensed online revision
software or apps.

The Test: The exam includes multiple-choice questions. A passing score needs responding to a specific
number of questions properly within a set time frame. Upon passing, candidates get a DTT certificate, which
stands for 2 years.

Step 2: Apply for a Learner Permit
With the theory test certificate in hand, the next action is obtaining a Learner Permit through the National Driver
Licence Service (NDLS). This permit allows the motorist to practice on public roads, offered they stick to strict
conditions.

Requirements for a Learner Permit:

A legitimate Driver Theory Test certificate (released within the last 2 years).



A finished NDLS medical report kind (required for certain medical conditions or applicants aged 70 and over).

A vision report kind, completed and signed by an optometrist or GP (unless restoring).

Evidence of identity (e.g., a valid Passport).

Proof of address (dated within the last six months).

Evidence of PPS number (e.g., a Public Services Card, medical card, or P60).

Passport-standard photograph.

The proper fee (presently EUR35).

Crucial Rule for Learner Drivers: Anyone driving on a Learner Permit in Ireland should show official 'L' plates
(red 'L' on a white background) clearly on the front and rear of the vehicle at all times. In addition, student
chauffeurs must never drive unaccompanied. They must be accompanied by a person who has actually held a
full, legitimate driving licence for at least two years.

Action 3: Complete Essential Driver Training (EDT)
Essential Driver Training (EDT) is a compulsory training course that teaches essential driving skills to learner
chauffeurs.

The Structure: EDT includes 12 one-hour lessons provided by an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI).

The Logbook: Each lesson covers a particular module (such as moving off, progressive steering, anticipation,
and night driving). The trainer records the development in a main logbook.

Suttering Lessons: It is suggested to leave at least a week in between lessons to enable time for
independent practice with an accompanying driver.

Keep In Mind for Foreign Licence Holders: Drivers holding certain foreign licences from designated states
may be exempt from the full EDT program, though numerous still gain from a couple of refresher lessons.

Step 4: The Mandatory Waiting Period and Practice
When the EDT lessons are finished and logged into the RSA portal by the ADI, the learner chauffeur need to go
into a Buy Irish Driving License practice stage.

The 6-Month Rule: In Ireland, a first-time student authorization holder must hold their authorization for a
minimum of 6 months before they are lawfully enabled to sit the practical driving test.

Taking full advantage of Practice: Use this time to construct self-confidence in numerous driving
conditions-- hectic city traffic, rural roadways, dual carriageways, and negative weather condition.

Step 5: Pass the Practical Driving Test
When the mandatory waiting period has actually passed and the driver feels totally prepared, it is time to take on
the useful driving test, administered by the RSA.

What to Bring to the Test Centre:

1. A roadworthy vehicle showing legitimate 'L' plates, tax, insurance coverage, and an NCT disc (if applicable).

2. A valid Learner Permit.

3. Proof of identity.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


What the Test Involves:

The Technical Check: The tester will ask concerns regarding vehicle safety under the bonnet and interior
controls (e.g., checking oil levels, operating indicators, demisters).

The Drive: A 40-minute drive covering numerous road types, where the tester examines observation,
positioning, use of mirrors, development, and adherence to the guidelines of the roadway.

Reversing Maneuvers: Expect to carry out a reverse around a corner and a turnabout (three-point turn). Hill
begins might also be evaluated.

Upon passing, the examiner concerns a Certificate of Competency. (If unsuccessful, the prospect gets an in-
depth feedback sheet and can re-apply after a short waiting duration).

Action 6: Get Your Full Driving Licence
The last step is exchanging the Certificate of Competency for a complete, unlimited driving licence.

Where to Apply: Applications are processed online by means of the NDLS site (or face to face by
consultation at an NDLS centre).

What is Required:

The Certificate of Competency (valid for approximately two years from the test date).

The current Learner Permit.

Evidence of identity and PPS number.

The licence charge (generally EUR55 for a 10-year licence).

As soon as processed, the complete plastic photocard licence will get here in the post within a few days. For the
very first two years of holding a complete licence, the chauffeur is classified as a Novice and should display green
'N' plates on their automobile.

Summary Checklist for Success
To guarantee a smooth journey through the Irish licensing system, keep this checklist useful:

Study and pass the Driver Theory Test.

Gather all necessary documents (ID, evidence of address, PPS number, vision report).

Get and get the first Learner Permit.

Purchase 'L' plates and fit them to the cars and truck.

Total all 12 EDT lessons with an ADI.

Practice driving with a skilled, completely registered sponsor for at least 6 months.

Book and pass the RSA practical driving test.

Look for the full driving licence via the NDLS.

Display 'N' plates for the very first 2 years of full registered driving.

By following these structured actions, remaining client, and prioritizing road security, getting a driver's licence in
Ireland ends up being a straightforward and satisfying achievement.


