
An Easy-To-Follow Guide To Choosing The Right Driving License For Expats In Poland

Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide to Obtaining a Driving
License for Expats in Poland
Poland has actually quickly ended up being one of Europe's many lively centers for global professionals, digital
nomads, and students. With its flourishing economy, abundant culture, and attractive countryside, checking out
beyond the major town hall is a must. While Poland boasts an efficient mass transit network, nothing quite
matches the flexibility of having your own vehicle.

However, for expats living in Poland, finding out the rules of the road-- particularly regarding driving licenses--
can feel like browsing an administrative maze. Can you use your home nation's license? Do you need an
International Driving Permit (IDP)? When is it time to exchange your license for a Polish one?

This extensive guide breaks down whatever expats require to learn about driving licenses in Poland, categorized
by origin, requirements, and the detailed exchange procedure.

1. The Legal Framework: Can You Drive on a Foreign License in Poland?
The legality of driving in Poland with a foreign license depends completely on the releasing country and for how
long the expat has actually lived in Poland. Typically, Poland compares three main groups of chauffeurs:

1. EU/EEA License Holders: Citizens from European Union (EU) and European Economic Area (EEA) member
mentions delight in the most versatility.

2. Vienna Convention Signatories: Countries that signed the 1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic.

3. Non-Vienna Convention/ Other Countries: Nationals from nations that do not have mutual driving
arrangements with Poland.

Overview of Driving Privileges by Region

Region/ License Type Validity Period in Poland Requirement to Exchange EU/ EEA Valid till the expiration date
printed on the card. Optional (can drive until expiry). Vienna Convention Legitimate for up to 185 days from the
date of developing residency. Mandatory after 185 days. Non-Vienna Convention Valid for approximately 185
days from the date of establishing residency. Obligatory (needs theory/practical tests).

2. The 185-Day Rule: What Expats Must Know
For non-EU expats, the magic number is 185.

Under Polish law, anybody who resides in Poland for more than 185 days in a calendar year due to personal or
occupational ties is considered a local. Once an expat crosses this limit, their foreign driving license (if non-EU)
ceases to be legitimate for driving within Polish territory. Continuing to drive on a foreign license past this point
is prohibited and can result in hefty fines, along with complications with cars and porównanie szkół nauki jazdy
truck insurance in case of an accident.

To remain legally behind the wheel, expats should either transform their license or, if from a non-qualifying
country, pass the Polish driving test.
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3. Exchanging an EU vs. Non-EU License
The process of getting a Polish driving license ( Prawo Jazdy) differs drastically depending on where the original
license was released.

A. Exchanging an EU/EEA License

If an expat holds a valid license issued by an EU or EEA member state, no exchange is legally needed. The
license remains legitimate in Poland until its natural expiration date.

Voluntary Exchange: Expats can willingly exchange their EU license for a Polish one if they want (for
example, if it is lost, taken, or ended). This process is uncomplicated and generally does not require retaking
any driving tests.

B. Exchanging a Non-EU License (Vienna Convention)

If the license was issued by a nation that is a signatory to the Vienna Convention, the procedure is administrative
instead of scientific. Expats do not need to take driving lessons or pass tests, provided their license is still
legitimate.

Required Documents for Exchange:

Completed application (offered at the regional workplace or online).

Present foreign driving license (together with a certified Polish translation, unless it's a worldwide format).

Evidence of legal residence in Poland (e.g., residence card ( karta pobytu), visa, or EU registration certificate).

Verification of registration of home ( Zameldowanie).

A current passport-sized photograph (35 x 45 mm).

Medical certificate verifying physical and mental physical fitness to drive.

Proof of payment for the license issuance charge (generally around 100 PLN).

4. The Hard Route: When Retaking the Exam is Necessary
Expats holding licenses from countries that did not sign the Vienna Convention (such as the United States,
Canada, or India, among others) face a more strenuous path. Poland does not provide a direct conversion for
these licenses.

To secure a Polish driving license, these chauffeurs should:

1. Obtain a PKK number ( Profil Kandydat na Kierowcę or Driver Candidate Profile) from the regional city hall (
Urząd Miasta).

2. Pass the state theoretical test (available in English in numerous major Polish cities like Warsaw, Kraków, and
Wrocław).

3. Pass the state useful driving exam.

While taking driving lessons in Poland is not strictly compulsory for those who already understand how to drive,
trying the state practical test without acquainting oneself with Polish road nuances and local examiner
expectations is hardly ever effective. Lots of expats pick to take a couple of hours of supplemental lessons with an
English-speaking instructor.

5. Step-by-Step Guide: How to Apply at the Urząd



For those eligible for a direct exchange, the administrative procedure is dealt with at the local district office (
Urząd Miasta or Starostwo Powiatowe), depending on the home.

Action 1: Get Medically Cleared: Visit an authorized occupational physician ( lekarz uprawniony do badań
kierowców) for a quick health check (eyesight, basic health). This costs around 200 PLN.

Action 2: Translate the License: If required, employ a sworn translator ( tłumacz przysięgły) to equate the
foreign license into Polish.

Step 3: Gather Paperwork: Compile the house license, passport, pictures, medical certificate, translation,
and application.

Step 4: Submit the Application: Visit the regional Urząd, submit the documents, and pay the administrative
cost at the cashier or by means of bank transfer.

Step 5: Wait for Processing: The standard processing time varies from 2 weeks to 2 months, depending on
for how long it takes the Polish authorities to validate the credibility of the foreign license with the providing
country.

Summary Checklist for Expats
To guarantee a smooth transition to driving on Polish roads, keep this list helpful:

Determine if your license is EU-issued or from a Vienna Convention nation.

Track your 185-day residency timeline.

Schedule a medical checkup for drivers.

Get a sworn translation of your current license (if needed).

Visit your local Urząd Miasta with your Karta Pobytu, photos, and application.

Surrender your old foreign license when collecting your shiny brand-new Polish Prawo Jazdy. (Note: Polish
authorities generally send out non-EU licenses back to the releasing country's embassy or maintain them up
until you leave Poland).

By taking on the documentation proactively, expats can avoid legal missteps and enjoy the liberty of the open
roadway throughout Poland's scenic landscapes. Safe travels!


