
For families and adult students searching for serious ballet training in the Conejo Valley, context matters. Not
every studio serves the same purpose, and not every ballet program is built with the same level of depth,
continuity, or artistic connection. When people look for Ballet Classes in Westlake Village, they are often trying to
answer a larger question: where can a student train in an environment that supports both sound technique and
long-term growth?

That question becomes easier to answer when a school has a clear identity. California Dance Theatre, located in
Westlake Village, is the official training school of Pacific Festival Ballet. That distinction says something
meaningful about the role the school plays in the local dance landscape. It places ballet training within a broader
artistic framework, rather than treating it as a casual add-on or a single weekly activity.

California Dance Theatre is based at 2282 Townsgate Road, Suites 4, 5, and 6, in Westlake Village. The school was
founded in 1985 by Artistic Directors Kim Maselli and Joyce Hurley, along with Administrative Director Lori
Sorensen. That length of history matters. In dance education, longevity often reflects more than survival. It usually
points to a school that has built trust over time, developed a recognizable standard, and created a structure that
can support students at different stages of training.

Why the school connection matters in ballet training
Ballet is one of the few disciplines where small technical habits, repeated week after week, can shape a dancer’s
entire trajectory. Posture, placement, turnout, musicality, use of épaulement, and classroom focus are not fixed in
a semester. They are built over years. Because of that, the identity of the school matters as much as the individual
class.

A school that serves as the official training school of a ballet organization carries a different kind of weight. It
suggests that the training is not isolated from performance culture or from the traditions that inform classical
study. Students benefit when ballet is taught as a disciplined practice with continuity, not simply as recreational
movement set to music. Even very young dancers feel that difference, though they may not have the words for it
yet. The class feels more purposeful. The standards are clearer. The progression makes more sense.

For parents, that often translates into something practical. A child can begin with curiosity and still remain in a
program that has room for growth. For teens, it means they do not have to switch environments the moment
they become more serious. For adults, it means they can study in a setting shaped by established training values
rather than a purely drop-in model.

A long-established presence in Westlake Village
California Dance Theatre has been part of the Westlake Village dance community since 1985. In arts education,
that kind of staying power is not accidental. Studios come and go. Programs shift direction. Leadership changes
can alter the quality and tone of instruction. A school that remains active over decades usually does so because it
offers a real service to its community and sustains a standard people continue to seek out.

There is also a quieter advantage to an established school: institutional memory. Over time, schools develop
systems that help students and families navigate training more effectively. They learn what beginners need in the
first months, what older students need as classes become more demanding, and how to maintain a teaching staff
broad enough to serve varied goals. A newer studio can absolutely be strong, but a school founded nearly four
decades ago has had time to refine its approach in a way that only experience allows.



That history also matters to students who want a sense of belonging. Dance training can be demanding. It asks
for patience, consistency, and resilience. Many students stay with ballet longer when they feel part of a place with
roots, a place where dance is not treated as a temporary trend.

The training environment, space shapes experience
One of the most overlooked aspects of ballet education is the physical environment. People often focus on
faculty or class offerings first, which is understandable, but the space itself affects concentration, safety,
scheduling, and the overall seriousness of training.

California Dance Theatre describes its facility as five studios spanning more than 10,000 square feet. For a ballet
student, that scale can make a real difference. A multi-studio school can serve more than one type of dancer at
the same time. Younger students can begin their training while advanced dancers continue in more demanding
classes. Adults can study without being folded into a space that feels improvised. Different dance forms can
coexist without compressing everything into a single room and a narrow schedule.

A facility of that size also suggests that the school is built for breadth and continuity. Families looking at Ballet
Classes in Westlake Village often compare studios that differ greatly in scope. Some offer a handful of classes in a
small footprint. Others operate at a larger scale that allows for a more robust weekly rhythm. Neither model is
automatically better for every person, but for students who want options, progression, and a fuller dance
atmosphere, a larger dedicated facility typically offers more stability.

More than 30 teachers, and why that matters
California Dance Theatre states that it has more than 30 teachers on staff. That number is worth paying attention
to, not because large faculty alone guarantees quality, but because ballet training benefits from depth in
teaching resources.

In practice, a broader faculty allows a school to serve different ages, levels, and learning styles with more
precision. One teacher may be especially effective with very young beginners who need structure balanced with
warmth. Another may excel in upper-level technical work, where corrections become increasingly nuanced.
Another may bring value through related disciplines that support a ballet student’s versatility and body
awareness.

From a family perspective, larger faculty also tends to make a school more resilient. Programs are less dependent
on one person’s availability, one teaching style, or one narrow vision of what dance education should look like.
Students can remain within the same institution as their needs evolve. That continuity is often more valuable than
people realize at the beginning.

There is another point here that experienced dance parents often notice. In schools with more teaching depth,
students are exposed to consistency without uniformity. They learn to adapt, to absorb corrections from different
voices, and to understand ballet as a discipline that can be taught through varied but complementary
approaches. That is an important part of becoming an intelligent dancer.

Ballet at a school that teaches more than ballet
Although the focus here is ballet, California Dance Theatre offers a wider range of dance styles, including lyrical,
contemporary, modern, tap, musical theatre, jazz, acro, and hip-hop. That breadth does not diminish ballet. In
many cases, it strengthens the environment around it.



A strong ballet foundation often benefits from selective exposure to other forms. Contemporary and modern can
deepen movement quality and spatial awareness. Jazz can sharpen musical responsiveness. Tap can reinforce
rhythmic precision. Even for a student committed primarily to classical technique, studying in a school where
multiple forms are taken seriously can create a richer artistic atmosphere.

That said, there is always a balance to consider. A student with limited weekly time may need to prioritize
carefully. Younger dancers sometimes do best when their schedule is not overloaded with too many styles at
once. Serious ballet students also need enough repetition in ballet itself for the work to take hold. The advantage
of a broad school is not that every student should take everything. It is that the options exist within one training
home, and choices can be made thoughtfully over time.

For beginners, adults, and experienced dancers alike
The school offers classes for students of all ages and levels, from children to adults and from beginners to
professionals. That range is significant because ballet is not a one-size-fits-all activity. A six-year-old beginner
needs a very different classroom experience from a teen with years of training. An adult returning after time away
needs something different from both.

This all-level structure opens the door to several kinds of students. Some come to ballet because they are
discovering dance for the first time. Others arrive with clear goals and previous experience. Some want the
discipline and artistry of ballet as their main focus. Others are using ballet as a technical base that supports
additional styles. Adult students, in particular, often look for a school that respects their seriousness without
assuming they are on a pre-professional track. A school that openly serves beginners through professionals
makes room for that range.

From an educational standpoint, Kids Dance Classes in Westlake Village this kind of scope can be beneficial to
the school culture itself. Younger students can see what sustained training looks like. Adult dancers become part
of a wider community rather than an afterthought. More advanced students train in a setting where progression
is visible. That creates a natural sense of possibility.

The meaning of being home to the Tiler Peck Summer Intensive
California Dance Theatre also describes itself as the home of the Tiler Peck Summer Intensive. Even without
overstating what that means, it is a meaningful marker. Summer intensives occupy a distinct place in the dance
world. They often draw focused students, create concentrated study periods, and connect a school to a larger
artistic conversation.

For local families, this says that the school is associated not only with year-round instruction but also with higher-
profile training activity. That can elevate the standard of aspiration in practical ways. Students begin to
understand that ballet training has seasons, milestones, and moments of deeper immersion. They see that their
local studio is linked to a wider network of serious dance study.

It is important not to turn associations into assumptions. A summer intensive connection does not mean every
student is pursuing the same path, and it should not pressure recreational dancers into unnecessary intensity.
Still, it is a notable indicator of the school’s standing and visibility within its sphere.

A community school with a record of impact
A related profile notes that California Dance Theatre has educated thousands of community dancers, and that
some alumni have gone on to ballet companies, Broadway, television, and film. This is the kind of fact that should
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be read with the right perspective. Not every student trains to pursue a performing career. Most do not. But
alumni outcomes can still tell you something important about the quality and seriousness of a school.

When a school supports both community participation and high achievement, it usually means the environment
is flexible without being diluted. The recreational student is not dismissed. The ambitious student is not held back
by a lack of standards. That balance is harder to create than it sounds. Many studios lean heavily one way or the
other. They are either intensely career-focused or primarily casual in structure. A school that has served
thousands of local dancers while also seeing some alumni move into professional arenas suggests a broader and
more mature ecosystem.

For parents, that can be reassuring. It means a child does not need to have a finalized career plan in order to
begin in a meaningful place. For older students, it means the path does not necessarily narrow too early. There is
room to train seriously and let goals become clearer with time.

What local families often want from Ballet Classes in Westlake Village
Most families are not only comparing class descriptions. They are trying to picture daily life. Can this school grow
with my child? Will the training feel organized? Does the environment seem established, not improvised? Is ballet
treated with seriousness, even for beginners?

California Dance Theatre’s profile speaks directly to many of those concerns. Its Westlake Village location is
specific and central for area residents. Its size suggests infrastructure. Its long history suggests continuity. Its
faculty count suggests range. Its connection to Pacific Festival Ballet gives the ballet training added significance.
Together, those elements make it a notable option for Ballet Classes in Westlake Village.

There is also a practical geographic point worth noting. Families searching online do not always separate
Westlake Village and Thousand Oaks as sharply as maps do. Daily routines, school carpools, and after-school
schedules often flow across both areas. That is why searches for Ballet Classes in Thousand Oaks frequently
overlap with Westlake Village options. For many households, the relevant question is less about city lines and
more about whether the school offers the right training environment within a manageable drive.

For those also looking at Ballet Classes in Thousand Oaks
Anyone exploring Ballet Classes in Thousand Oaks is likely to encounter Westlake Village schools in the same
search. That is not just a matter of search engine behavior. It reflects how closely connected these communities
are in real life. Families often cast a wider net because ballet training is worth a bit of extra travel when the fit is
strong.

This is especially true when the student is looking for more than a once-a-week activity. As training becomes
more important, parents usually start weighing factors in a different order. Quality of instruction moves to the
top. Program depth matters more. The scale of the facility begins to matter. A school’s history matters. Whether
the school is part of a larger ballet culture matters. By that point, a short drive between Thousand Oaks and
Westlake Village often feels much less important than the overall training experience.

That perspective can be useful early on. Rather than narrowing the search too quickly by zip code, it often makes
sense to look at the strength of the institution itself. For some students, the right choice may well be the school
that offers the clearest structure and the strongest long-term fit, even if it sits a few minutes outside the first area
they searched.

What distinguishes a serious local ballet school



When evaluating a school, people sometimes look for a single deciding factor. In practice, the best decisions
usually come from seeing how several factors work together. With California Dance Theatre, the distinguishing
elements are cumulative.

The school has a long-established history dating to 1985. It has identifiable leadership in its founding. It operates
from a large dedicated facility in Westlake Village with five studios and more than 10,000 square feet. It maintains
a faculty of more than 30 teachers. It serves students across ages and levels, including adults, beginners, and
professionals. It offers a broad range of dance forms while also standing as the official training school of Pacific
Festival Ballet. It is also the home of the Tiler Peck Summer Intensive.

Taken separately, each of those details tells part of the story. Together, they describe a school with real
infrastructure and a clear place in the region’s dance community.

The value of choosing a school built for growth
The strongest dance schools do not simply provide classes. They provide a framework in which dancers can
develop over time. That framework includes the physical space, the teaching body, the school culture, and the
relationship between training and artistry. Students may enter for different reasons, but they stay when the
environment gives their effort somewhere to go.

For families interested in Ballet Classes in Westlake Village, California Dance Theatre stands out because its profile
reflects that kind of framework. It is not defined by one selling point. Its credibility comes from accumulated
substance: decades of operation, a substantial facility, a large faculty, broad class offerings, and a formal
connection to Pacific Festival Ballet.

For those also considering Ballet Classes in Thousand Oaks, it deserves attention for the same reason. In a region
where convenience matters but quality matters more, a school with this level of continuity and structure is not
easy to overlook. Ballet training asks for patience and commitment. The school a dancer enters should be able to
meet that commitment with equal seriousness. California Dance Theatre’s established role in Westlake Village
suggests that it can.


